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Introduction 

This report is an examination of a new development, or better the reemergence of an old tactic, in the 
Christian Patriot wing of the contemporary Jar right: common law courts. Common law courts, known 
more grandiloquently as citizen grand juries, are self-elected vigilante organizations that claim the 
authority of law. Such "courts" have their theoretical roots in the Posse Comitatus of the 1980s and are 
intricately connected with that other spin-off of the Posse, the militia movement. Like the militias, common 
law courts are dominated by conspiratorial and bigoted ideas and favor tactics-armed confrontation, 
threats and pseudo-legal pronouncements-that attack the ven; basis of democratic society: the rule of law. 

To date, the Coalition for Human Dignity (CHD) has uncovered common law court activity in thirty 
states in every region of the country. CHD has also documented efforts to coordinate common law court 
activity on a national level. These efforts are dominated by a constellation of leaders associated with the 
Oklahoma-based organization United Sovereigns of America and by fugitive Montana common law 
activists. Given the current level of common law activity and potential for violence associated with those 
involved, it is past time to take a closer look at this growing phenomenon. 

ust prior to Thanksgiving day. 1995, 

J judges in Madison County. Idaho found 
themselves served with "Notices of 
Felony." A group of far right activists 

demanded their arrest by order of "common law" 
jurisdiction. The threatening notices. while lack
ing any legal basis, provided a chilling reminder of 
the existence of a far-right political underground 
that has survived-indeed thrived-following the 
Oklahoma City bombing. The notices warned: 

Should any person try to cover up the felony complained of 
herein, BE YOU HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE: You may be 
indicted. 

The notice concludes with a palpable threat. 
stating that 

Pursuant to the Law of the POSSE COMITATUS, should you fail 
in the discharge of your sworn duty, WE the PEOPLE shall bring 
you to JUSTICE under the Law of the POSSE COMITATUS. 

Less than a month later. on December 14, 
1995, more than one hundred people sat in fold
ing chairs. crammed into a Boise. Idaho meeting 
room dubbed Freedom Hall. The all white crowd 

spent the day learning the nuts-and-bolts ofform
ing common law courts, a modern-day twist in a 
long tradition of racist violence. This particular 
seminar, sponsored by the Idaho Sovereignty 
Association (I SA). attracted men and women from 
twenty of Idaho's forty-four counties. as well as 
individuals from Oregon, Washington and Utah. 

After a few chaotic moments distributing in
formation packets. Gary DeMott, head of the 
Idaho Sovereignty Association. introduced fea
tured speaker Dick Kegley. 

Kegley, a used car dealer from Walla Walla, 
Washington. stepped up to the microphone, spread 
out his materials on the obligatory folding table, 
and proceeded to harangue the audience about 
sovereign citizenship and the "remedies" offered 
by common law. ''They absolutely work," he 
claimed, and alluded to many supposed success 
stories. 

Four and a half hours later Kegley finally 
wound down with a shop-worn Christian Patriot 
truism: "The principle is this: everything they 
Uudges. bureaucrats] do is a lie." 
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The political vision of Herny Lamont "Mike" 
Beach, the Oregon-based founder of the Posse 
Comitatus (a white supremacist. paramilitary outfit 
that swept the American plains during the early 
1980s) was ever present during this gathering. 
According to Daniel Levitas. an expert on the 
Posse Comitatus and author of a forthcoming 
book on the subject. it was the original "Blue 
Book" of the Posse, authored by Beach, which 
provided the initial impetus and road-map for 
establishing common law courts. Early editions of 
the Blue Book made it clear what the fate of those 
who defy common law court authority would 

... [B]e removed by the Posse to the most populated intersec
tion of streets in the township and at high noon hung by the neck, 
the body remaining until sundown as an example to those who 

would subvert the law (Sheriffs Posse Comitatus, p.33). 

The threats made against judges and other 
public officials comprise one aspect of a pattern of 
events which is increasingly important to those 
concerned about the health of democratic institu
tions in the Northwest. In the last year judges and 
prosecutors in Montana and Idaho have been 
served with warrants of arrest from self-appointed 
common law courts. Sheriffs have been threat
ened with violent reprisals if they fail to do their 
duty-as interpreted by a growing faction of the 
far right. The pattern has repeated time and again 
around the country, from California, where a 
common law activist faces felony charges for 
veiled death threats to judges, to Florida, where 
court activists ordered a judge to appear before 
their "Fugitive Warrants Unit" director. 

More than Militias 

Closely linked to militias, common law courts 
and citizen grand juries are part of a system of 
parallel institutions which constitute a virtual 
alternative government. These institutions-the 
armed militias, the Posse Comitatus, common law 
courts and warehouse banks along with political, 
lobbying and media organizations-are intended 
to be the embryo of an exclusive white Christian 
republic. Far from being an "anti-government" 
movement, Christian Patriots believe in forming 
their own. 

In the months since the bombing of the Alfred 
P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 
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increased public attention has been focused on 
private paramilitary groups calling themselves 
"citizen militias." The revelation that alleged bomb
ers Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols had at
tended meetings of the Michigan Militia and shared 
many of the militias' ideas led to hearings by the 
US Senate and to a level of media scrutiny not 
directed at the far right in over a decade. 

A variety of tendencies on the American far 
right-white supremacists, Second Amendment 
extremists, anti-abortion advocates, states rights/ 
local control groups and property rights activ
ists-have seized upon the idea of forming militias 
as a tactic and a recruiting device. These factions 
agree on some issues, disagree on others, and are 
often at odds with each other. There is no doubt, 
however, that the most important faction info
menting militias has been the so-called Christian 
Patriot movement. Defined by anti-Semitic con
spiracy theories. racist ideas about citizenship, 
selective constitutional fundamentalism, and op
position to the income tax and the Federal Reserve 
Bank, the Christian Patriot movement has sup
plied leaders for the most influential militia groups 
and has provided the publications most widely 
circulated among militias members. 

Christian Patriots employ elaborate and con
voluted conspiracy theories and pseudo-Consti
tutional arguments to justify confrontations with 
law enforcement, public servants and civil rights 
advocates. Patriot activists file "sovereignty" or 
"state" citizenship documents declaring them
selves immune from federal authority; they create 
"warehouse" or "alternative" banking institutions 
to launder money; they form common law courts 
and citizen grand juries to assert "legal" authority; 
and they organize private armies-militias-to 
enforce their bogus decrees. 

In order to better understand the function of 
Christian Patriot ideology and activity, and the 
potential threat that is posed to democratic insti
tutions, it is useful to consider the origins of the 
movement in the Posse Comitatus of the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

The Posse Comitatus 

"Mike Beach and his infamous 'Blue Book' 
were a significant inspiration to generations of 
radical right activists," states Daniel Levitas. 
Beach, now deceased, wrote the Blue Book while 
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living in Portland, Oregon in 1968. Once an activ
ist in the Portland chapter of William Dudley 
Pelly's Silver Shirts-an organization modeled on 
the Sturmabteilung (SA). or brownshirts of Adolf 
Hitler's Nazi Party-Beach developed many of the 
ideas which became the foundation for the con
temporary Christian Patriot movement, including 
common law courts. 

The first known reference to a "citizens grand 
jury" is contained in the original Posse Comitatus 
Blue Book. According to Levitas the first reported 
instance of a common law grand jury actually 
being impaneled is in Lane County, Oregon. Ac
cording to a June 197 4 classified FBI report which 
quoted the Eugene, Oregon Register-Guard news
paper, the Lane County Sheriffs Posse Comitatus 
was believed to have "established a secret grand 
jury to review incidents of alleged harassment of 
citizens by government officials." 

Beach's Blue Book provides the foundation 
upon which the current common law courts have 
been built. In fact copies of this work are sold and 
used as a training manual by the Del City, Okla
homa-based United Sovereigns of America, the 
leading national proponent of common law courts, 
linked to court efforts in at least thirteen states. 
According to the United Sovereigns' Blue Book 
reprint, 'The County Sheriff is the only legal law 
enforcement officer in these United States of 
America ... ," and if he fails in his all-encompassing 
duties, it is the role of the Posse-self-appointed 
agents of law-to step in and do the job. 

The Posse Blue Book also outlines the process 
by which the jury is employed and provides the 
blueprint for the current trend in which "warrants 
of arrest" are issued to public officials by the self
appointed officers of the common law courts. The 
Blue Book advises that any official who attempts 
to enforce "unconstitutional" laws-e.g. the tax 
code or gun control laws-is subject to arrest by 
the Posse and trial "by a Citizen's jury." The jury, 
it continues "should be impaneled by the Sheriff 
from citizens of the local jurisdiction," as "the 
present method of im panelingjuries by the Courts 
is unlawful and should be repudiated by the local 
Posse (Sheriffs Posse Comitatus, [United Sover
eigns of America). p.18). 

As noted above, the Blue Book, as reprinted 
by United Sovereigns, prescribes that an official 
found guilty of such crimes by a citizens' jury is 

I 

What is Common Law? 

Common Law-the term "common law" 
refers to a body of law developed by royal judges 
following the 11th Century Norman conquest of 
England. These judges based their decisions on 
local customs, business standards and the tradi
tions of the people as well as their own notions of 
"justice," thus creating a body of law based on 
precedent. Common law was distinguished from 
the 14th Century system of equity law which 
made use of injunctions and demands of specific 
performance which threatened imprisonment if 
disobeyed; by contrast, common law relied largely 
on demanding payment of money damages for 
harm done. When English colonists came to North 
America, they brought with them many compo
nents of the English legal system. Many states 
subsequently adopted constitutional provisions 
incorporating English Common Law. Today com
mon law often refers to judge-made laws built on 
precedents and not on legislative enactments or 
laws interpreting these enactments (adapted from 
James L. Houghteling, Jr., The Dynamics of Law, 
1963). 

As developed by Posse Comitatus organiz
ers in the 1970s and 1980s and used by contempo
rary Christian Patriots, so-called common law 
provides a blanket justification for pseudo-legal 
activities, including the issuance of non-consen
sual liens and the formation of self-appointed 
common law courts. Although the idea of a com
mon law is valid, the uses Christian Patriots at
tempt to make of the common law tradition are 
spurious attempts at self-justification and a tool 
for harassing government officials and fomenting 
confrontation. 

Common Law Lien-often used as part of a 
campaign to harass and intimidate, these phony 
liens are filed with a county clerk by Christian 
Patriots as monetary claims against the property 
or personal assets of public officials and govern
ment agencies. Although such liens (unilaterally 
declared without contract or authority of any 
competent jurisdiction) have no legal basis, they 
can create legal and financial difficulties for vic
tims of this form of paper terrorism who are 
sometimes forced to prove that these spurious 
liens have no legal basis. Patriots often claim that 
the authority to file these bogus documents stems 
from the Magna Carta, the United States Code or 
the Uniform Commercial Code. 
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subject to public execution by the Posse: "He shall 
be ... hung by the neck" in the most populous 
section of the township, and " ... the body remain
ing until sundown as an example to those who 
would subvert the law" (p.33). 

This passage resulted in a considerable 
amount of negative publicity for the Posse. "As a 
result," according to Levitas, "Mike Beach deleted 
it from subsequent printings, although by that 
time the document had been reprinted by so many 
other groups that it was effectively out of his 
hands." For example, some versions of the Blue 
Book circulated by the Wisconsin Posse Comita
tus in the late 1970s and early 1980s omitted this 
passage, but the United Sovereigns of America 
has retained the "hanging" quote in the version it 
distributes. 

Bigotry and Violence 

"While Mike Beach helped launch the early 
Posse as an organization, credit for inspiring the 
original concept of the Posse Comitatus really 
belongs with another man, retired army Lt. Colo
nel William Potter Gale," according to Levitas. 
Gale, who served under General Douglas McArthur 
in the Philippines, was an early leader in the 
racist, anti-Semitic Christian Identity movement. 

Not every Posse member expressed Gale's 
particular brand of racism and anti-Semitism, 
but central to the Posse enterprise were notions 
that the Federal Reserve Bank, as an instrument 
of an International Jewish Banking Conspiracy, 
was the main cause of the suffering of white, 
ChristianAmericans, particularly farmers. In fact. 
it was during the farm crisis of the 1980s that the 
Posse achieved its greatest successes. 

In a decade which saw the demise of fully 25% 
of owner-operator family farms throughout the 
Midwest, · Posse leaders offered phony loan 
schemes, bigoted conspiracy theories and, when 
all else failed, armed confrontation, as the solu
tion to the problems of family farmers. Posse 
members in the early 1980s engaged in and were 
convicted of counterfeiting; they operated para
military training camps; and they engaged in 
stand-offs with local law enforcement. In 1983, 
three members of the Colorado Posse were con
victed of manufacturing explosives. Among doz
ens of incidents of threats of violence, a man 
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identifYing himself as a Posse member threatened 
to bomb a Kansas school unless both the sheriff 
and undersheriff turned themselves over for ex
ecution. In November 1983 over one hundred 
county sheriffs in Kansas received letters de
manding the arrest of ten judges for ordering the 
seizure of private property. The most infamous 
incident occurred in North Dakota in February 
1983, when two federal marshals were killed in a 
shoot -out with several Posse members led by 
Gordon Kahl, a notorious racist and anti-Semite. 
Kahl was eventually killed in a showdown with 
state and federal authorities in Arkansas (James 
Ridgeway, Blood in the Face, [Thunder's Mouth 
Press, 1990]. pp. 119-120). 

Another prominent Posse leader of the 1980s 
was Jim Wickstrom, a Wisconsin-based Christian 
Identity "minister" and virulent anti-Semite. 
Wickstrom made radio appearances with Gale 
and the two conducted paramilitary seminars 

What is a Christian Patriot? 

Christian Patriot-a term of self-reference for the 
largestportionofthecontemporarywhitesuprema
cist movement in America. Christian Patriots gen
erally hold to a literal and selective interpretation 
of both the Bible and the Constitution and they 
typically believe in a monolithic conspiracy (some
times centuries old) directed against white Chris
tians. For most Patriots, Jews are ultimately behind 
this conspiracy, although they may be deemed to 
work through a variety of front organizations such 
as the United Nations, the Trilateral Commission, 
the Bilderburgers, the Federal Reserve Bank, etc. 

Christian Patriots generally recognize two 
classes of citizenship in the United States: "white 
state citizens" who derive their rights from God 
and the Constitution, and "14th Amendment citi
zens," meaning people of color, whose rights are a 
matter of mere legislation. Patriots believe that 
formally declaring themselves "sovereign" or 
"state" citizens legally places them outside the 
jurisdiction of the federal government. Christian 
Patriots have created a variety of quasi-govern
mental bodies in the course of challenging the 
authority of the existing government. Among these 
are "warehouse" or "alternative" banks, militias 
and common law courts. Christian Patriots are also 
known as "Freemen" and "Constitutionalists." 
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INTRODUCTION 

Common Law Court Chronology 

Though the earliest common law court of 
recent origin was founded around 1992 in Tampa, 
Florida by far right leaders Susan Mokdad and 
Emilio Ippolito, it was the formation of courts in 
Montana and Oklahoma in December 1993 through 
January 1994 that has spurred the growth of this 
strategy nationwide. From the beginning these 
courts, and the organizations and individuals that 
have come to prominence through them, have 
been in close contact. 

Both the Montana and Oklahoma common 
law courts had their origins in the racist constitu
tionalism of Christian Patriotism. Both appeared 
by January 1994 and according to one source, Den
nis Smith and Warren Ensminger, founders of 
Oklahoma's first such court," established their com
mon law supreme court in Oklahoma based upon 
the court in Montana" (The American's Bulletin, 
October 1995, p.3). In all likelihood, the program 
developed by United Sovereigns, which has ap
peared in at least thirteen states, found its origin in 
its trial and error application by Montana and 
Oklahoma activists. Early editions of documents 
from both courts share more in common-in their 
wording and their form-than either do with the 
now "polished" court "rules." 

Whatever the specific origins, the court activ
ists from Oklahoma and Montana have remained 
close. By June 1995 Melvin Griffith, an Oklahoma 
common law court "Justice" close to United Sover
eigns leadership, was distributing the small circu
lation Free(Man) Newsletter distributed from what 
was then the home of Montana common law leader 
and fugitive Rodney Skurdal. In October 1995, 
Montana common law leaders LeRoy Schweitzer 
and Dale Jacobi were scheduled as trainers at a 
common law seminar near Checotah, Oklahoma 
along with United Sovereigns' leaders and associ
ates Ronn Jackson, Eugene Schroder, Wayne 
Gunwall and Dennis Smith. Their ongoing legal 
problems, however, kept Jacobi and Schweitzer 
from attending the event in person. 

Both the Montana group and the United Sov
ereigns have had a disproportionate impact on the 

growth of common law courts around the country. 
Activists from Washington, Oregon, California, 
Nevada, Minnesota, Texas, Kansas, Nebraska and 
Ohio have attended training sessions given by LeRoy 
Schweitzer and the far right fugitives presently 
holed up in Jordan, Montana. Florida leader Susan 
Mokdad has sought the aid of LeRoy Schweitzer in 
her plans to bring courts under one umbrella and 
Schweitzer and company have provided inspira
tion for far right activists around the country. The 
constellation of leaders connected to the United 
Sovereigns of America and the rules developed by 
the Oklahoma activists have been linked to courts 
in at least thirteen states, including California, Colo
rado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Oregon, Texas and Wyoming. 

By mid-1995 common law courts had become 
a regular feature on the far right landscape. Active 
courts could be found in Ohio, Texas and Wiscon
sin, and common law courts were underway in 
Arkansas, California, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri 
and North Carolina. 

On June 3-4, 1995 some six hundred people 
flocked to Wichita, Kansas to attend a national 
Common Law Grand Jury. For the first time, com
mon law court advocates gathered in a forum that 
gave their developing strategy the appearance of a 
national movement. Attendees heard testimony by 
far right leaders such as Eugene Schroder, Califor
nia state senator Don Rogers and longtime Chris
tian Patriot leader Byron Dale and adopted a state
ment declaring the United States government un
constitutional. Shortly thereafter common law 
courts formed in Colorado, adopting almost verba
tim the proclamation from Wichita. By fall 1995 
courts were established in Iowa, Nebraska and 
Tennessee with early 1996 seeing the formation of 
courts in New Hampshire and Alaska. 

In spite of the early appearance of common 
law courts in Montana, courts have been relatively 
late appearing elsewhere in the Northwest. Courts 
appeared in Washington, Oregon and Idaho in the 
fall of 1995. Despite their late start, the Northwest 
courts have taken off rapidly. 
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around the countzy. including a March 1982 
meeting attended by far right leader and contem
porary common law court proponent Gene 
Schroder. In a crude flyer (c. 1983) depicting a 
Posse-led vigilante hanging and signed by 
Wickstrom, the Wisconsin leader predicted a fu
ture of "guerrilla warfare" against average Ameri
cans led by "the Jew communist specially trained 
Soviet and Cuban agents." The flyer goes on to 
warn that 

The scene at the left [the hanging] will be a very co=on 
situation in rural America when and if the above information 
[Jewish led guerrilla warfare] takes place . The White Anglo/ 
Saxon Posse' s [sic] across this Christian Republic await for the 
opportunity to clear up America of which the Jews and their 
' lackey' jerks called politicians have made a GARBAGE DUMP 

(Blood in the Face, p.l14). 

Wickstrom also ran a paramilitary encamp
ment outside of Tigerton, Wisconsin and was 
arrested in 1983 on criminal charges for imper
sonating public officials and in 1988 faced charges 
of attempting to finance paramilitary groups with 
counterfeit money (Wisconsin State Joumal, Feb
ruary 5, 1995). 

One of the most important of the precursors 
to the contemporary efforts to form common law 
courts was William Potter Gale's Committee of the 
States. a rnid-1980s Posse organization whose 
leaders were jailed for issuing threatening "Con
structive Notices" to IRS officials and federal judges. 
In its founding "Compact" of July 4, 1984. signed 
by, among others. Aryan Nations leader Richard 
Butler. the group declared that under the author
ity of the Articles of Confederation it was replacing 
the U.S. Congress as the governing body of the 
countzy. Foreshadowing the activity of common 

Christian Identity- a thea-political movement de
rived from British Israelism. Adherents believe that 
white, Northern Europeans are God's "chosen 
people," literally descended from the "Lost Tribes 
of Israel." Central to Christian Identity doctrine is 
the idea that Jews are "impostors" and "children of 
Satan" and that people of color are sub-human 
"mud people." Identity provides a theological justi
fication for racist and anti-Semitic violence. Chris
tian Identity is often used interchangeable with 
Identity, Kingdom Identity and Christian Israel. 
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law courts, it "indicted" the Congress, stating, 

The attached Indictment brought against the Constitutional 
Congress of the United States of America is brought by this 
Committee of the States sitting as a Grand Jury of the People. 

The attached Declarations of Alteration and Reform are 
hereby enacted by the Committee of the States sitting as the 
Congress of the United States, and every official of gove=ent 
and citizen of these United States shall be bound to obey said Acts 
of this Congress as the "law of the land" under penalty of removal 
from off1ce, impeachment or imprisonment ("Compact of Com
mittee of the States in Congress," [July 4, 1984] ; special thanks 

to the Montana Human Rights Network for this document). 

A 1985 document by Arthur Stigall, a signer 
of the Committee of the States Compact, provides 
the organization's most detailed discussion con
cerning the formation of the common law grand 
jury. Titled How to Fonn a Common Law Grand 
Jury: The Way to Regain a Self Governing Republic, 
the publication explains the process of impanel
ing a so-called citizens grand jury. "Twenty-four 
citizens shall be summoned to attend on the 
grand jury," Stigall explains, but the "number of 
jurors is a matter of local regulation" (p.29). In a 
section titled "Formation of Grand Juries," Stigall 
goes on to argue that the "District" or "County" 
director is legally entitled to select a responsible 
group of people to act as a "County Common Law 
Grand Jury if the local sheriff'abdicates' from his/ 
her duty" (p . 32). 

Stigall outlines the steps for conducting "grand 
jury" investigations. preparing a complaint. deliv
ering it to the clerk of the court, choosing a grand 
jury and notifying the sheriff and district attomey 
of the "intention to perform an investigation as a 
grand jury." After examining the evidence through 
its power to "subpoena" witnesses and voting "to 
determine if there will be an indictment," the 
grand jury then begins the process of enforcing it. 

In a section titled " Jurisdiction," Stigall makes 
clear that "the people's" power extends to arrest: 

The power of arrest, law, and jurisdiction of courts rest with the 
citizens both DIRECTLY and INDIRECTLY through his lawful 
representives [sic] . The DE FACTO GOVERNMENT called the 
federal gove=ent has no authority other than that voluntarily 
submitted to by the citizens of THE UNITED STATES ... (p.49). 

All of these elements in Stigall's guide to 
establishing a common law grand jury appear in 
one form or another in the common law courts of 
today. 
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Conclusion 

The emergence offar right common law court 
activity in the 1990s, like the reemergence of far 
right paramilitary organizing in the form of citizen 
militias, is cause for considerable concern on the 
part of people who value democratic ideals and 
institutions. As the ideological descendants of the 
Posse Comitatus. the common law courts. no less 
than the militias, are tainted with a legacy of 
bigotry. Moreover, even looking beyond the racist 
books and citizenship schemes, the anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theories and the continued leadership 
of old time Posse activists, both common law 
courts and citizen militias represent a contempt 
for and a challenge to the rule of law. 

In claiming the authority oflaw, common law 
courts reserve onto themselves the right to pass 
judgment on private citizens, public officials and 
the law itself. In fact they claim the American 
judicial system as it actually exists is unconstitu-

Quiet Title-a common law court action acknow !
edging the "sovereignty" or "state citizenship" of 
an individual, declaring such an individual to be a 
"freeman" over whom the federal government has 
no authority. Granting Quiet Titles is often among 
the first actions of a newly formed common law 
court. 
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tional and therefore without authority. It is impor
tant to understand that the actions of the com
mon law courts are neither publicity stunts nor 
civil disobedience . There is no effort on the part of 
these activists to reform the existing system or to 
highlight specific instances of injustice. rather 
common law court proponents seek to displace 
existingjudicial authority by investing themselves 
with the power of law and employing private 
armies-"militias" and "posses"-to enforce their 
decisions. 
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I. Profiles 

Key Individuals and Organizations 

T
he following individuals and organiza
tions have played an important role in 
contemporary efforts to establish com
mon law courts and/ or are key propo

nents of Christian Patriot common law theory. 

Martin J. "Red" Beckman 

Martin J. "Red" Beckman is regarded as an 
elder statesman among Posse Comitatus and 
Christian Patriot judicial strategists. Beckman is 
credited with introducing Larry Dodge, the founder 
of the Fully Informed Jury Association (FIJA). to 
the strategy of jury nullification-a term which 
refers to the right of jurors to "nullify" or disregard 
laws with which they disagree . Since its founding, 
FIJA has forged a coalition of tax protesters, white 
supremacists, anti-choice activists and assorted 
libertarians to press for laws demanding that 
jurors be instructed in their "right" to overrule the 
law. Red Beckman is a Montana contact for the 
organization. 

Beckman has also been looked to by move
ment leaders for his knowledge of common law 
"grand juries." Documents obtained by the Mon
tana Human Rights Network show that members 
of William Potter Gale's Committee of the States 
sent copies of that group's common law grand jury 

manual to Beckman for his input. Committee of 
the States figure Richard King described common 
law grand juries as Beckman's "bailiwick." 

Beckman remains a respected leader whose 
knowledge is sought by contemporary common 
law court activists. Dan Meador. head of the Kay 
County Patriots and a central figure in Oklahoma . 
common law organizing, cites Beckman with con
tributing "major" research to a "writ" petitioning 
for legislative recognition of Oklahoma common 
law courts. 

Like other Christian Patriots and Posse lead
ers, Beckman envisions these judicial strategies 
as a means of mounting a war on democracy in the 
United States. In his 1990 booklet Walls in Our 
Minds, he declares that "Our present government 
should be thrown onto the junk heap of his
tory .... " According to Beckman, "Our jury votes 
can trash our present government and bring our 
lawful government back in a peaceful and orderly 
process .. . ," after which the "sacred cow, we call 
democracy and majority rule" will find itself "on 
the junk heap" (Red Beckman, WaLls in Our Minds, 
[Common Sense Press. 1990). pp. 42-43). 

In addition to his prominence as a "judicial" 
strategist. Beckman has built a reputation as a 
leader in the tax protest wing of the movement. 
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Through his Billings, Montana-based Common 
Sense Press, Beckman produces and distributes 
the numerous books and booklets he has written, 
including Born Again RepubLic, Do Unto the IRS As 
They Would Do Unto You, The IRS and the BLack 
Robed Cover Up, The Church Deceived and The 
Law That Never Was. 

Beckman's status amongst organized bigots. 
however, is most firmly rooted in his own vicious 
anti-Semitism. In his 1984 book The Church De
ceived, Beckman interweaves his tax protest be
liefs with an anti-Semitism that locates Jews as 
an all encompassing evil at war with Christianity 
and society. His anti-Semitism culminates in his 
opinion concerning the murder of six million 
European Jews by the Nazis: 

They talk about the terrible holocaust [sic] of Hitler's Nazi 
Germany. Was that not a judgment upon a people who believe 
Satan is their God? The true almighty God used the evil Nazi 
government to perform judgment upon the evil anti-christ [sic] 
religion of those who had crucified the Christ. .. . The Anti-Christ 
church was not a victim during World War II because they were 
getting their just reward for their evil choices (The Church 
Deceived, [Common Sense Press, 1984]. pp. 42-43) . 

Beckman's stature across the full spectrum 
of the far right was demonstrated in 1994 when he 
was evicted from his property after a more than 
twenty year battle with the IRS over unpaid taxes. 
On the weekend of January 29-30, 1994,just one 
day before his scheduled appearance in District 
Court, Beckman held a gathering titled "No More 
Wacos" at a Holiday Inn in Billings, Montana. 
Among those attending the meeting in support of 
Beckman were Colorado Christian Identity leader 
Pete Peters. James "Bo" Gritz, Gerald "Jack" 
McLamb, Rudy Stanko, a former high ranking 
member of the neo-Nazi Church of the Creator, 
and Dory Ritrovado , publisher of the Montana 
Vigilante Report (Montana Human Rights Net
work, "Background Report on Red Beckman and 
his supporters who gathered at 'No More Wacos' 
Meeting in Billings, MT on January 29 and 30, 
1994") . The presence of this wide range of racist 
leaders, many of whom have harshly criticized one 
another, speaks to Beckman's stature amongst a 
broad array of movement leaders. 

Darrell Frech 

United Sovereigns of America figure Darrell 
Frech has played a leading role in establishing 
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common law courts in Oklahoma. Based in Jet, 
Oklahoma, Frech is the author of United Sover
eigns' training materials. He is also a proponent of 
bigoted conspiracy theories claiming an interna
tional plot to destroy the white race and a pro
moter of Christian Patriot judicial tactics of du bi
ous legality. 

In a Frech pamphlet titled The American 
Experience, he charges the government with "Con
spiracy, fraud and collusion to destroy a National 
Ethenic [sic] Race of People: Genocide." He writes: 

When the People of this Nation learn that the Income Taxes, 
Interest on Loans made by the Banks, and earnings from FORE
CLOSURES [sic] were used by the Federal Reserve to Finance 
this Conquest of World Dominion By the People who are the 
Owners of the Federal Reserve, and the Corporation of the 
District of Columbia, DBA The United States Government; it 
will be said that Babalon [sic] is falling and the stars are f alling. 
Babalon [sic] is Washington DC and the Federal Reserve, and 
the Stars are your elected officials who helped with the perpetu
ation of genocide (The A me ric an Experience, pp. 4-5, emphasis 
in original). 

Elsewhere in The American Experience, Frech 
expresses Christian Patriot notions of racial citi
zenship based on the spurious distinction be
tween "organic state citizens" (i.e. white people) 
and "14th Amendment citizens" (i.e . people of 
color). He goes on, in a notice "to all public office 
holders in America," to state that any public 
official from President to judge who fails to recog
nize the unconstitutionality of the 13th, 14th, 
16th and 17th Amendments will have "no immu
nity for such disregard." He continues, "when the 
knowledge of these Treasonous Acts are known by 
the People of this Nation, there will not be a rock 
big enough to hide under for those who have 
violated their Oath to the Constitution of the 
United States of America" (The American Experi
ence, pp. 5-6, emphasis in original) . 

In late October 1994, Frech began advocating 
a scheme by Roy Schwasinger, head of the Colo
rado-based group We the People, to sue the fed
eral government and force it to declare that the 
IRS and the Federal Reserve Bank are unconstitu
tional. Individual patriots were asked to contrib
ute $300 as a "processing fee" to join the case and 
were told there would be a large future settlement 
for those who became principles. In a series of 
memos "From the Office of Darrell Frech," the 
Oklahoma leader promoted the scheme which 
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eventually led to the arrest and conviction of Roy 
Schwasinger and his cohorts Joe Mentl,ick and 
Gary Widman on charges offraud. According to an 
indictment issued in the case of a We the People 
member in Iowa, some sixty-eight hundred people 
in forty-nine states and two Canadian provinces 
were defrauded of more than $2 million dollars 
(Kansas Real Estate Today, April 4, 1995; Rocky 
Mountain News. Oct. 7, 1995). 

Jerry Henson 

Jerry Henson is a director of United Sover
eigns of America (see p. 17). managing the 
organization's book and tape distribution and 
acting as its spokesman. As distribution manager 
for United Sovereigns, Henson makes available 
common law court training materials, including 
the Posse Comitatus Blue Book, militia training 
manuals, and tapes and booklets that outline the 
core doctrine of Christian Identity. One "training 
tape" titled The Jews That Are and Are Not pur
ports to "expose those who are called Jews and 
have no genetic or racial ties to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob" and "are of the Synagogue of Satan." 
A tract written by North Carolina Identity leader 
Nord Davis and reprinted by United Sovereigns 
reads in part, " ... from the very earliest records of 
Scripture ... we again have Talmudic Jews ruling 
over us from behind the scenes" (Star Wars, p. 65). 
an idea cribbed from the notorious anti-Semitic 
forgery The Protocols ojthe Elders ojZion, which is 
also distributed by United Sovereigns. 

The appearance of hard-core racist material 
on the United Sovereigns literature list is appar
ently a reflection of the views of Jerry Henson. 
Speaking to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Henson 
described the United Sovereigns as, 

Christians uniting together to bring this country back to where 
God is in control instead of the stinking people that run this 
country, and the elitist people that are devil, satanistic worship
pers (February, 17, 1996). 

Henson went on to denounce "Czarian, Zionist 
pigs" and express the hope that he will soon 
republish the Protocols, leaving no doubt as to 
who the "Satan worshippers" are in Henson's 
formulation. 

Idaho Sovereignty Association 

The Boise-based Idaho Sovereignty Associa
tion (I SA) is the organization most responsible for 
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promoting common law courts in the state of 
Idaho. The group is headed by Gary DeMott, a 
former campaign organizer for H. Ross Perot and 
former executive director of United We Stand, 
Idaho. The ISA describes itself as a "state sover
eignty" organization "committed to uphold, pro
tect and preserve our union of sovereign states by 
defending the 1Oth Amendment which guaran
tees our constitutional republic" (ISA flyer, c. 
1994). 

The !SA's common law court seminars, its 
selection of training material and the words of 
Gary DeMott point to the organization's commit
ment to racist ideas of "sovereignty" and "state" 
citizenship. DeMott recently told the Idaho States
man that he is an "American National" (i.e. not a 
U.S. citizen in Patriot jargon) and therefore the 
existing government and court system have no 
jurisdiction over him (December 14, 1995). A book 
entitled Why Call A Constitutional Common Law 
Jwy bearing the ISA distribution stamp pro
claims that only "citizens" can be jurors. This 
work defines citizen as "one of a sovereign people" 
and uses the notorious Dred Scott decision to 
clarify that the term pertains "to the white race 
only" (Velma Griggs, Book Two: Why CallA Consti
tutiDnalCommonLawJwy, [Sep. 27, 1994). p . 43). 

ISA head Gary DeMott also emphasizes the 
need to attack democracy. Referring to the motive 
behind common law courts, DeMott told the Lin
coln County Journal: 

All we' re doing is restoring our constitutional courts. A 
republic is where the rights of individuals are protected by the 
majority . A democracy is where 50 percent rob, pillage and 
plunder the other 49 percent (November 28 , 1995). 

ISA officials have been associated with some of the 
most active militia organizers in the Pacific North
west. Stew Schmidt, the North Idaho contact for 
ISA was a featured speaker at a Concerned Citi
zens of Idaho (CCA) event on July 23, 1994. 
Schmidt shared the stage with CCI leader Eva Vail 
Lamb, a militia organizer and activist in James 
"Bo" Gritz's 1992 presidential campaign; Tom 
Stetson, a militia supporter and contributor to the 
Identity publication the Jubilee; and John 
Trochmann, Militia of Montana founder (Patriot 
Games, [Coalition for Human Dignity, 1994]. pp. 
8-9). 

ISA has also worked closely with the Boonville, 
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Indiana-based North American Freedom Council 
(NAFC), distributing its literature stamped with 
the ISA name and phone number (see p. 15). 

Justus Township 

So-called Justus Township has become a 
focal-point of common law court activity and 
militant white supremacy since Christian Identity 
figures LeRoy Schweitzer and Rodney Skurdal 
and anti-Semite Dan Petersen relocated to the 
Ralph Clark ranch near Jordan in September 
1995 and renamed it Justus Township. Charged 
with criminal syndicalism in March of that year 
for a series of threats against public officials, the 
three had previously been holed-up in Skurdal's 
Roundup home. These leaders have established 
what has become a hub of common law organiz
ing. Dug in and reportedly heavily armed, the 
group exerts an influence on the national move
ment through a steady string of phone calls and 
visitors seeking the "knowledge" of Schweitzer, 
Skurdal and company. To date visitors from at 
least nine states have attended training seminars 
at Justus and the increasingly violent posturing of 
Justus leaders (see Montana section) have in
spired court activists around the country. 

Christian Identity adherent LeRoy Schweitzer, 
a longtime tax protest leader, has become an 
important figure in the national movement through 
his common law leadership at Justus Township. 
A co-founder of Montana's first common law court 
based in Garfield county, Schweitzer has become 
a leading mentor of the Christian Patriot strategy 
of filing bogus liens against political enemies and 
circulating bogus "certified bankers checks" to 
pay his debts. In the common law approach 
pioneered by Schweitzer and taught at Justus 
Township, activists send a "true bill," or confes
sion sheet, to their target enemy. The so-called 
true bill details, in the form of a confession, the 
heinous deeds alleged by the sender and paves the 
way for the common law lien, claiming the rights 
to the target's assets for damage done. If the target 
of the true bill does not respond, he/she is pro
claimed guilty and a lien is fJled. Schweitzer, for 
instance, filed a $100 million lien in November 
1994 against then treasury secretary Lloyd Benson 
because IRS agents "attacked the sovereign LeRoy 
M. Schweitzer" for tax evasion. Once the lien is 
filed, the "sovereign" can then write "checks" 
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against the bogus line of credit. Schweitzer has 
written copious checks based on an imaginary 
account at the Northwest Bank Anaconda-Butte 
N.A. which he claims holds some $1.2 billion. 
With this imaginary wealth, Schweitzer has even 
proclaimed "we're the new Federal Reserve." 

On one level, Schweitzer's lien and check 
schemes are simply a variation on Christian Pa
triot maneuvers aimed at avoiding taxes and debt. 
However, the use of liens is also a means of 
harassing political foes and, as Schweitzer has 
implied in seminars at Justus Township, a pre
lude to violence: 

We sent this little UCC 4 out to them, this confession sheet we 
call it, the true bill, as an agreement. And when they don't 
answer, it becomes a binding contract. Now we get 'em for 
failure of consideration, breach of covenant. That bas value to it. 
Every time they breach a covenant with me, it' s a hundred 
million. And if I'm feeling a little bit bad that day, I charge them 
a billion that day. 

My liberty is worth a lot more than their banging. So we're not 
banging them yet. We don ' t have enough people to make the 
arrest, yet... . So what we're doing is going after the property first. 
We' re attaching the property. We'll get to the clean-up later. 

Schweitzer has also described the use of liens 
as a prelude to confiscating public property. Again, 
in a training seminar at Justus Township, he has 
described how liens against public institutions 
would be made good: 

Let's say a road grader come by here today, a county road . 
grader. Now we go out there and we say: "Step off, walk to town, 
we want to take that road grater." See we got a $50 million lien 
on the probation state here .. .. 

That 's coming, in the future . We baven' tdone it yet. We will. 
We' re working in another way. First we' re going to the banks, 
taking it from the banks, teach our people, then we willgooutand 
specifically pick up a county pick-up , a cop car, you name it. 
We' re gonna take it into the township. There's gonna be a sale 
the next day. And we'll put out a warning and say 'Any public 
hireling that wants to mess around with this lawful writ of 

execution, one year solitary confinement, first offense." 

Schweitzer's lien and check strategy has been 
used around the country. Check's bearing 
Schweitzer's name have shown up in Washington, 
Ohio and Tennessee. In addition the core of activ
ists assembled at Justus Township have prepared 
some twenty-four true bills against United States 
officials, reporters, officers of the court, financial 
institutions and county employees. 

At the heart of LeRoy Schweitzer's drive to 
oppose the actual law and institute a government 
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of his choosing is his commitment to the racist 
tenets of Christian Identity. Speaking to trainees 
assembled at a Justus Township seminar, 
Schweitzer described just who could occupy the 
seats ofjustice, andjustwho held the title of God's 
"chosen people:" 

This is in the family. Israel. The lost sheep. The select, the 
elect, the peculiar treasure, the royal priesthood, the Aryans, the 
battle axe. There's f1fty-some names for God's people in the 
Bible. This is it. The King's Bench. 

Keeping with the Christian Identity system of 
anti-Semitic demonology, Schweitzer also de
scribed who was behind the system of law of 
"Babylon." 

... positive law is the law of the Jew. This is positive law 
(pointing to law books on a shelf behind him, ed.), but it 's for 
aliens. So we read in the book ofJude, in the Bible .. . certain men 
have crept in unnoticed amongst you. Evil and wicked men from 
time immemorial through their acts of licentiousness . 

LeRoy Schweitzer's commitment to waging an 
Christian Identity inspired war against the gov
ernment is matched by that of his common law 
compatriot Rodney Skurdal. In September 1992 
Skurdal had made a public "Declaration ofWar" in 
order to "honor my God and the Laws of the [MY] 
Bible," to "regain my rights to acquire private 
allodial property" and "to regain our Justices' 
Court." Skurdal made it very clear in the declara
tion that "my duty is to God and this Republic .. . 
and to 'NO' other, of the 'de facto' /Democracy 
form of government" (Declaration ofWar, Septem
ber 10, 1992, p.1) . 

A document produced by Skurdal in Novem
ber 1994 gives insight into the racist leader's 
under standing of his God and his vision for "this 
Republic. " In the document Skurdal declares him
self a "Notary Public" of the "one Supreme Court 
in and for Musselshell County." Skurdal writes 
that "God is not a God unto the other races, but 
only that oflsrael, the White [sic) Race"; that Jews 
"were fathered by Satan" and "will never enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven," and that people of color are 
the "beasts of the field" described in Genesis. 

Skurdal 's bloodthirsty fantasies are displayed 
when he uses Leviticus 20: 15-16 to argue that "If 
a woman approaches any beast (i.e., person of 
color, ed) and lies with it, you shall kill the woman 
and the beast; they shall be put to death ... " 
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Skurdal continues, stating that "rwr are we [Adam/ 
Israel] to make any covenants with the other races" 
and that "when we move into a new land, We are 
to kill all of the inhabitants of the other races" (p. 4, 
emphasis in original). To bolster his call for racist 
murder Skurdal goes on to cite the Biblical pas
sages used to justify the so-called Phineas Priest
hood, a Christian Identity "honor'' bestowed upon 
those who commit racist, anti-Semitic and ho
mophobic murders. 

For Rodney Skurdal the means of achieving 
this vision, and re-establishing "the Republic," is 
the common law and the common law court. 
Establishing common law courts, arming "mili
tias" or "posses," threatening public officials and 
digging in for violent confrontation follows logi
cally his understanding of the "right" of white 
people to make up their own laws: "Either We the 
People, 'Israel' can make up 1) our own laws and 
constitutions, 2) follow man made Laws pursuant 
to the Word of Almighty God and/ or 3) disregard 
I and 2, andjustfollow the Word of Almighty God' 
(p.13, emphasis in original). 

Others involved in Justus Township and 
close to Schweitzer and Skurdal have also made 
known their commitment to white supremacy and 
anti-Semitism. Daniel Petersen, an activist in 
Skurdal's former Musselshell court and a Justus 
Township trainer, has displayed his interest in 
this racist "religion" as well, using material from 
the Canadian British-Israel Association in com
mon law court seminars given at Justus Town
ship. At one such training in late 1995, Petersen 
demonstrated his belief in the anti-Semitic con
spiracy theories that form the backbone of the 
racist right. Petersen asked the seven or so 
assembled for the training if anyone had read the 
"Jewish Manifesto." 

"The Protocols-you talking about?" asked 
an audience member. 

"Yep," Petersen affirmed, explaining that it 
says that "we will all be made into chattels." 

Dale Jacobi, a participant in Skurdal's 
Musselshell county court, has also signed onto 
Christian Identity bigotry. A document dated Sep
tember 7, 1995 and signed by Jacobi and Skurdal 
refers to the "Preamble People/white race/Israel" 
and states that only white males "have a right to 
participate in its (government) administration" 
(True Bill, September 7, 1995, p.2). 
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Medford Citizens Bar Association 

The Medford Citizens Bar Association, a Chris
tian Patriot organization based in Medford, Or
egon. sells a common law court kit consisting of 
video and audio tapes and written material pro
duced by the Jordan, Montana-based Justus 
Township-the common law court led by racists 
LeRoy Schweitzer and Rodney Skurdal (see above). 
The publication has also provided a forum for 
Florida common law court leader Susan Mokdad. 

Through the American's Bulletin. (formerly 
the CBA Bulletiri) MCBA provides the largest fo
rum in the region for regular discussion of the 
variety of legal tactics taken by Christian Patriot 
tax protesters and pro se litigators. 

Regular writers for the American's Bulletin 
promote various versions of the conspiracy theo
ries that form the core of the group's pseudo
Constitutional arguments. One example is Joyce 
Rosenwald who promotes the view that police 
officers are part of a global conspiracy. Other 
contributors to the publication have promoted 
openly anti-Semitic and racist views. Francis 
Christen, the head of Serpent Slayer Publishers. 
which distributes a litany of anti-Semitic tracts, 
has expressed the idea that mainline "Judea
Christianity" is a Jewish doctrine manipulated by 
the "controllers of society" to maintain world 
domination (American's Bulletin. Dec. 1993, p .11) . 

The MCBA commitment to promoting race 
hatred and anti-Semitism becomes clear with a 
browse through the book list printed in the back 
of each issue of the American's Bulletin. The list is 
broken into twelve sections covering topics rang
ing from tax and banking to Bible principles, 
history and a section ominously titled the "Jewish 
Issue." Nearly every section includes books by 
well know racists and anti-Semites. The Jewish 
Issue section includes such anti-Semitic tracts as 
the Protocols of the ELders of Zion, the Holocaust 
denyingDid.SixMULionReaUyDie, JewishReUgion 
:It's Irifluence Today by Elizabeth Dilling and The 
Secret HoLocaust by Eustace Mullins. 

In the section on Bible principles the MCBA 
emerges as an ardent supporter of Christian 
Identity. Ten of the fifteen titles listed in the 
section are written by leading national propo
nents of the racist religion, including Pete Peters' 
The BibLe: Handbook for SurvivaLists, Racists and 
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Tax Protesters. CindereLla: A BibLe Story by the late 
Sheldon Emry, and books by Minnesota Identity 
leader and genocide advocate Charles Weisman 
such as America: Free, White & Christian, Who is 
Esau-Edam. Sodomites on Trial., The Christian and 
Civil Government and the Handbook of BibLe Law. 
The history section includes such tracts as Our 
Nordic Race and War CycLes/Peace CycLes by 
Richard Kelly Hoskins. The latter book is the first 
to describe Hoskins' ideas concerning the Phineas 
Priesthood. an "honor" granted to those who "righ
teously" engage in racist. anti-Semitic and ho
mophobic murder. 

The May 1994 American's Bulletin reprints 
an article titled "Understanding American Au
thority and the 'Militia'" by the late C. H. 
McClendon. The article makes clear the future 
confrontation with the government envisioned by 
its author, the solution to which is the armed 
militia. It praises far right leader Arch Roberts for 
describing "the U.N.O. [sic] world-government as 
a racist, socialist organization whose charter is 
programmed for national interdependence and a 
New World Order based on economic socialism, 
secular humanism and world-wide racial integra
tion." The article goes on to ask: 

.. . [H]ow do we remove the nearly total control of non-voting 
artificial-enti ty corporations, and return control to informed 
sovereign individuals where Nature declares it belongs? We 
must arm, and defend our individual liberties with the same 
determination as those who first purchased our freedom over 200 
years ago, mindful that "POWER COMES FROM THE BAR
REL OF A GUN ... . " Only by the activation of the UNORGA
NIZED MILITIA will we regain and reaff= that honorable 
form of government. . .. Only they, better trained to draw aim on 
the dragon we war against, can defeat the corporate human group 
organism which would otherwise eat us all, and our children, 
alive (C. H . McClendon, "Understanding American Authority 
and the Militia," reprinted in American 's Bulletin, May 1994, 
p.ll, emphasis in original). 

The Bulletin has also promoted the Militia of 
Montana based in Noxon, Montana. running an 
article by leader Randy Trochmann. In addition, 
the MCBA offers such books as William P. Fall's 
Get America Up in Arms Irregular Warfare: The 
Militia which outlines organization, tactics and 
techniques-including sabotage, ambushes, 
counter-intelligence and public relations-and 
the weapons involved in putting together a militia 
(American's Bulletin April and May 1994). 
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Susan Mokdad and Emilio Ippolito 

Susan Mokdad, along with her father Emilio 
Ippolito, leads an ambitious effort to briilg com
mon law courts around the country under the 
wing ofherTampa-based court. Avid militia advo
cates, the two were charged with contempt of 
court in 1994 for disobeying a court order to stop 
practicing law without a license. 

Mokdad and Ippolito's activism extends back 
at least as far as 1992 when they were involved 
with the group Pro Se Litigants. which proclaimed 
its own court and vowed to abolish the Florida Bar 
Association. A court order issued following a 
scuffle with court bailiffs -which resulted in an 
August 1993 conviction for obstructing a police 
officer and disorderly conduct-demanded that 
several Pro Se Litigant members be escorted by 
bailiffs when entering Hillsbourough courts. 
Named with Ippolito and Mokdad in the order was 
Charles Eidson, head of the rabidly anti-Semitic 
Church of the Avenger based in Tampa. In 1993 
Eidson posted a document in a local courthouse 
calling for a "posse comitatus" to be armed and 
empowered with the right to arrest people (St. 
Peters berg Times, March 3 , 1993; August 5, 1993; 
November 17, 1993). 

North American Freedom Council 

The Boonville, Indiana North American Free
dom Council has taken on a unique role in efforts 
to establish common law courts, acting as a 
clearinghouse and repository for Christian Patriot 
documents and filings. In addition to an array of 
quasi-governmental services-which include as
sistance with "sovereignty" filings, setting up trusts 
to hide assets from the government and providing 
home schooling information-the NAFC also serves 
as a national recorder for common law court and 
related documents. For a fee of $6 for the first page 
and $2 for each additional page, the group will 
record documents under the auspices of its Inde
pendent Recording Service of Indiana and Bill of 
Rights Enforcement Center-an increasingly nec
essary service as county recorders refuse to file 
bogus Christian Patriot documents. Among those 
who have filed their documents with the NAFC are 
the Montana activists who have established Jus
tice Township in Jordan. 

Common law court activists in Idaho have 
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also worked with the Freedom Council. The Idaho 
Sovereignty Association (I SA) has distributed NAFC 
literature stamped with the ISA name and phone 
number. The literature includes a contact num
ber for Joe Holland, the NAFC national director 
and the leader of the North America Volunteer 
Militia. Holland was indicted under Montana's 
law against criminal syndicalism in connection to 
threats sent to Judge Jeff Langston at the Ravalli 
County, Montana courthouse. The letter read in 
part: / 

When you violate the oath of office you become renegade to 
the Constitution and guilty of treason. I am sure you know what 
the penalty is for treason .... 

We would prefer that you take a good hard look at what you 
and your agencies are doing and amend your ways immedi
ately .... How many of your agents will be sent home in body bags 
before you hear the pleas of the people? 

Proceed at your own peril! 

On December 8, 1995, Holland plead guilty to the 
charge. Cal Greenup, the Montana State Coordi
nator of Holland's militia, was charged with crimi
nal conspiracy in the spring of 1995 for planning 
to kidnap local officials, try them in a Common 
Law Court, and hang them if found guilty (Ken 
Stem, A Force Upon the Plain, [Simon & Schuster, 
1996). p.86) . 

Larry Pratt 

Larry Pratt is the executive director of the one 
hundred thousand member Gun Owners of 
America (GOA). a radical alternative to the NRA. 
He has earned a place for himself in the white 
supremacist movement by his support for militias 
and common law courts and his willingness to 
work with the most notorious racist figures of the 
far right. Pratt's links to the racist right drew 
national attention when it became public that he 
was one of four co-chairmen of ultra-conservative 
columnist Patrick Buchanan's presidential cam
paign. When his connections to the far right were 
exposed just prior to the 1996 New Hampshire 
Primary, Pratt took a voluntary leave of absence 
from Buchanan's campaign but maintains a posi
tion as co-chair as of this writing. 

Pratt's links to the common law courts are 
through the United Sovereigns of America. Pratt is 
listed as a contributing editor to the United Sov
ereigns' publication The 50 States Constitutional
ist. When contacted by the PittsburghPostGazette 

CoALITION FOR HuMAN DIGNITY 



16 

in the wake of revelations that Pratt was con
nected to far right and militia groups, United 
Sovereigns book and tape distributor J eny Henson 
confirmed Pratt's involvement with United Sover
eigns. He told the Post-Gazette that Pratt had 
written for their publication and referred to Pratt 
as "one of the finest gentlemen that ever walked 
the face of the earth." Henson went on to de
nounce "the Czarian, Zionist pigs" who run the 
country and expressed his aspirations to reprint 
the Protocols of the Elders ojZion (Feb. 17, 1996). 

Pratt is also an admirer of common law leader 
Gene Schroder, a close associate of the United 
Sovereigns of America. Speaking before a crowd at 
the Seattle Preparedness Expo in September 1995, 
Pratt mimicked Schroder's pet conspiracy theory 
which holds that President Franklin Roosevelt 
instituted martial law after overthrowing the Con
stitution. Pratt called Schroder a "pioneer in this 
research." And then he went on to describe how a 
"common law grand jury" can issue "orders" to 
prosecutors to "sick the law" on people who violate 
the "common law." 

In 1995 Pratt was editor of the book Safe
guarding Liberty: The Constitution and Citizens 
Militia in which he wrote "Had the Feds feared a 
militia the massacre of the Branch Davidians in 
Waco, Texas ... would never have occurred." At the 
Seattle Expo Pratt told those gathered that "We 
[GOA) work with the Militia of Montana. We get all 
their material." The Noxon-based Militia of Mon
tana is led by John Trochmann, a former attendee 
at Aryan Nations' events who has declared his 
"sovereignty" on the basis of his race. Pratt's 
eagerness to support the leaders and central 
activities of the racist movement has led to a string 
of appearances by the leader at far right events 
(See CHD Background Brief Larry Pratt and the 
White Supremacist Movementj . 

Gene Schroder 

Campo, Colorado-based far right leader Eu
gene Schroder has had an enormous impact on 
the formation of common law courts. He is listed 
as one of eight "private directors" of the key 
organization United Sovereigns of America, though 
he has recently taken to denying any relationship 
with the organization. United Sovereigns leader 
Jeny Henson has followed suit, stating Schroder 
was placed on the group's letterhead "by mistake." 
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Despite Schroder and Henson's backpedaling, 
Schroder has undeniably had a close relationship 
with the group . According to Henson, the Colo
rado leader has spoken to the United Sovereigns 
on several occasions, Schroder's name remains 
on a list of United Sovereigns' guest speakers, and 
Schroder's writings have appeared in the group's 
50 States Constitutionalist newsletter. 

Elsewhere, on a list of state contacts for 
information about Gene Schroder's constitutional 
theories and speaking engagements on the Ameri
can Freedom Coalition Worldwide Web Page David 
Schecter and Darrel Frech are the point persons 
for Schroder in Kansas and Oklahoma, respec
tively. Both are listed among the eight directors of 
United Sovereigns of America. 

Schroder played a central role in the June 3-
4 , 1995 National Grand Jury meeting in Wichita, 
Kansas, the first such meeting to take on a 
national posture. Schroder was involved in a 
seminal meeting for Colorado Common Law Court 
activists in Canyon City in August 1995 where he 
stated, "This is just the beginning. We're just 
seeing the tip" (USA Today, Aug. 28, 1995). 

Schroder's current stature in the far right 
derives from the popularity of his particular con
spiracy theory. In books such as Constitution; Fact 
or Fiction, Schroder puts forward the idea that 
FOR overthrew the Constitution in 1933 and the 
country has existed under martial law since. His 
current place in the movement, however, follows 
a long history of involvement with paramilitary 
and far-right causes. 

Schroder was an activist in a Colorado-based 
faction of the American Agricultural Movement 
(AAM) in the 1970s, lobbying for more and better 
farm subsidies. But by the early 1980s, Schroder 
aligned himself with the Posse Comitatus and its 
racist ideas and violent tactics. In March 1982 he 
attended a three-day paramilitary training camp 
in Weskan, Kansas along with American Agricul
ture leader J eny Wright -although Schroder later 
told a reporter that he could not recall the names 
of instructors, others in attendance, or the sub
jects covered (Denver Post, February 13, 1983). 
The New York Times, however, reported that the 
seminars were taught at least in part by Christian 
Identity and Posse Comitatus leaders Jim 
Wickstrom and William Potter Gale (June 11, 
1983) . Kansas Bureau of Investigation Director 
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Thomas E. Kelly told the House Judiciary Com
mittee in February 1983 that the training ses
sions in question included courses in "Munitions 
and Techniques," "Perimeter Defense and Pen
etration," "Guerrilla Warfare" and "Usable Poi
sons." Another session, "Killer Teams and Troop 
Movements," instructed attendees in "the use of 
two and three men killer teams to make quick 
lethal attacks in hit and run operations against 
the enemy." 

According to the Denver Post, by fall 1982 
Schroder was no longer just attending paramili
tary trainings. In October and November of that 
year Schroder taught bomb-malting at his father's 
farm in Southeastern Colorado. Drawing from an 
Army demolition manual, Schroder taught at
tendees how to make black powder by combining 
crushed charcoal, sulfur from a local drugstore 
and fertilizer, according to fellow American Agri
culture leader Alvin Jenkins (February 13, 1983). 

Schroder's approval of the paramilitary wing 
ofthe movement seems not to have changed since 
his involvement with the Posse. According to an 
article in the DaUas Morning News, Schroder was 
a speaker at an October meeting of a "National 
Common Law Seminar" held in Mountain Springs, 
Texas, sponsored by the North Texas Constitu
tional Militia. He reportedly told attendees that 
"we continue in this country with our Constitu
tion permanently suspended" and praised the 
militia for attempting to remedy this problem. The 
meeting, an apparent effort to coordinate militia 
trainings and political activities, was guarded by 
militia members who patrolled the perimeter with 
rifles and walkie-talkies (DaUas Morning News, 
October 15, 1995). 

United Sovereigns of America 

It is the Del City, Oklahoma-based United 
Sovereigns of America, more than any other group, 
that has provided leadership and training in com
mon law court efforts. United Sovereigns' leaders 
have been directly involved in courts in California, 
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska and 
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they have consulted with influential court activ
ists in Montana and Florida. United Sovereigns· 
has been influential in the formation of courts in 
at least thirteen states, including Alaska, Califor
nia, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Texas and Wyoming. Court activists from around 
the country have attended United Sovereigns
sponsored trainings in Oklahoma. 

United Sovereigns shares a post office box 
with the Militia of Oklahoma State and distributes 
materials such as the Militia OperationPlanAmeri
can Viper which promote and teach the tech
niques of armed insurrection. In addition to vari
ous common law "how-to" tracts-including re
prints of the original Posse Comitatus "Blue 
Book"-United Sovereigns also sells the classic 
anti-Semitic tract the Protocols of the Learned 
Elders ofZion, Jack McLamb's Operation Vampire 
Killer 2000 (a manual for recruiting police officers 
into the patriot movement), and Silent Weapons 
for Quiet Wars, a manual detailing the manufac
ture of poisons for guerrilla warfare, by Oregon 
Christian Identity figure Maynard Campbell. 

The Militia Operation Plan American Viper 
mentioned above details the role of militias in a 
prolonged guerrilla war against the United States. 
"Militia elements," it states, "must come together 
to work in small cells/teams under an organized 
chain of command" and the militia will "imple
ment active low level guerrilla infrastructure op
erations." In the plan's "Phase 7," the militia will 
engage in "active high level guerrilla operations," 
which "consist of attacking and eliminating de
fended targets, larger troop concentrations and 
key leaders." Targets are to be eliminated by 
"sniper tactics," "explosives," "ambushes," or 
"chemical and biological agents." 

Other United Sovereigns leaders include Okla
homafigure and early court activist Dennis Smith, 
Kansas leader Dave Schechter, Wayne Gunwall 
and RonnJackson (United Sovereigns of America 
flyer, c.1995). 
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II. Northwest 

Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington 

hristian Patriot activity, including com-e mon law court organizing, is by no 
means restricted to any one region of 
the country. The leadership of Montana 

common law activists and the large number of 
active Christian Patriot organizations in the re
gion (see The Northwest Imperative: Docwnenting 
a Decade of Hate [Coalition for Human Dignity, 
1994) , for an extensive, ifby no means exhaustive, 
account of such organizations). combined with 
proximity and depth of available information has 
led us to concentrate on the four Northwest states 
of Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington. The 
concentration is not meant to imply that common 
law court and Patriot organizing in other regions 
of the country is not equally prevalent. 

Idaho 

Common law court activity in Idaho has 
included threats of violence. Judges and public 
officials in Madison County, Idaho, have received 
threatening "Notice ofFelony" proclamations. One 
such "Notice," dated November 10, 1995, con
cludeswith a palpable threat. stating that "Pursu
ant to the Law of the POSSE COMITATUS, should 
you fail in the discharge ofyour sworn duty, WE 
the PEOPLE shall bring you to JUSTICE under the 
Law of the POSSE COMITATUS." 

In December 1995 the Idaho Sovereignty 
Association (ISA) convened a common law court 
training session attended by representatives from 
twenty of Idaho's forty-four counties, including 
Ada, Adams, Blaine, Boise, Canyon, Cassia, 
Elmore, Gem, Gooding, Idaho, Jerome, Kootenai, 
Lincoln, Madison, Minidoka, Owayhee, Payette, 
Twin Falls, Valley and Washington. 

The ISA-using materials from the United 
Sovereigns of America, the California Jural Soci
ety and others-urged seminar participants to 
form ad hoc committees of twenty-three or more 
people from the same area to "stand together as 
Our One Supreme Court"-that is to assume 
upon themselves judicial power. 

According to ISA leader Gary DeMott, if area 
residents publish a common law court's rules in 
the "paper of record" for three consecutive weeks 
(or just post a notice on a bulletin board in the 
county courthouse). then the court is legitimate. 
It would then, supposedly, command the full force 
and legitimacy of law. 

Dick Kegley, a used-car dealer from Walla 
Walla, Washington delivered a four-and-a-half 
hour keynote presentation during the December 
ISA seminar. Kegley covered standard Christian 
Patriot fare, including State vs. 14th Amendment 
citizenship, Admiralty Law and some of the more 
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celebrated common law court "victories." 
At the same meeting DeMott claimed to have 

presented the Ada County Sheriffs office a "peti
tion to establish a constitutional court" fourmonths 
before the meeting. An "asservation" was deliv
ered to the same office three months later de
mandingthat the sheriffs office "serve" it upon the 
individual named therein. Just two weeks later, 
however, the Sheriffs office declared it wouldn't 
comply with DeMott's order. As a result, DeMott 
proclaimed, "when we have our court we'll have 
our own marshals serve the papers." He an
nounced that his Ada County common law court 
would have "one hundred and fifty marshals 
within two weeks time." 

Gordon Ormesher, a Coeur d'Alene contrac
tor, who is associated with the Indiana-based 
North American Freedom Council (see above). 
also made a presentation at the December train
ing session. Ormesher had recently returned from 
a common law court seminar and grand jury 
assembly in Oklahoma sponsored by the United 
Sovereigns of America. He announced that his 
court would be running by March 1996, when the 
United Sovereigns group is scheduled to come to 
Northern Idaho. 

DeMott claimed his area's common law court 
would be hearing cases by the beginning of Janu
ary. The group holds training sessions the first 
Tuesday of the month and claims to have con
vened mock courts. 

Other common law court activity in Idaho 
includes that of Hyla Marie Clapier and Richard 
Dahl who published notices of the establishment 
of common law courts in Lincoln and Gooding 
Counties inN ovember 1995 (Lincoln County Jour
nal., November 28, 1995). 

Montana 

Common law courts in Montana, some of the 
earliest and most influential in the country, have 
long issued threats of violence against public 
officials. In January 1995 Martha Bethel, a city 
magistrate in the Ravalli County, Montana town 
of Hamilton, received a "special visitation" from a 
man claiming to be part of the "Freeman" move
ment. The man appeared in Bethel's court in 
response to three routine traffic tickets, refused to 
cooperate with the proceedings, and announced 
that he was not bound by the laws of Montana. 

GUNs AND GAVELS 

On March 3, 1995, Judge Bethel was "served" 
with documents demanding the dismissal of all 
charges against the "Freeman" and alleging that 
she had violated her oath of office. The documents 
claimed the authority of a common law court. 
Soon thereafter she began to receive threats that 
she would be kidnapped and tried for "treason" 
(Dignity Report, Summer 1995, p.6). 

During the same period (early 1995) that the 
common law court threats against Judge Bethel 
materialized, a series of real charges against and 
convictions of Montana common law activists, 
coupled with dramatic confrontations with law 
enforcement, thrust them into a position of na
tional prominence within the Patriot movement. 

William Stanton, a leader in the Garfield 
County Common Law Court, was convicted of 
criminal syndicalism in actual court under a 
Montana law that makes "advocating crime, ma
licious damage to property and violence or other 
methods of terrorism to accomplish industrial or 
political ends" a felony . The charges stemmed 
from a series of threats made by Stanton against 
public officials, including a $1 million bounty 
upon specific individuals that he offered "to any 
Freeman or other person who successfully causes 
the arrest and subsequent conviction" of those he 
named (InJustice Court Bounty, 1994). In March 
1995 Stanton was sentenced to ten years in 
prison for his activities. 

More successful in their efforts to evade and 
confound the law have been Garfield County 
common law activists and Identity figures Rodney 
Skurdal and LeRoy Schweitzer, both of whom 
were charged with criminal syndicalism in March 
1995, but remain at large. Undismayed by the 
charges against them, the two retreated to 
Skurdal's Musselshell County home, which was 
then legally owned by the IRS, and continued to 
issue threats under color oflaw. An April 10, 1995 
"Constructive Notice and Caveat" to public offi
cials from "Our One Supreme Court in and for 
Garfield county I comitatus" read in part: 

We, the Honorable Justices, will not hesitate to use our 
Lawful force by whatever means necessary to fully support, 
protect guarantee and defend our Law, the supremacy Co=on 
Law in our state, meaning our sole and exclusive Right of self
governing as a free sovereign and independent State, imple
menting our Right under our just Power of su=oning our 
militia, armed at all times and willing and able to Lawfully 
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defend our natural Law unalienable Right of Inheritance from 
Almighty God (" In our Supreme Court in and for Garfield 
county/comitatus by special Edict of Honorable Justices , Con
structive Notice and Caveat," AprillO, 1995, p.l-2). 

In September 1995 the three fugitives relo
cated, traveling at night in an armed convoy from 
Skurdal's Garfield County home to the farm of 
common law court "Justice" Ralph Clark near 
Jordan, Montana. renamed "Justus Township ." 
According to reports in the Great Falls Tribune the 
residents "are well armed and they have stock
piled numerous weapons and ammunition. They 
have built shelters and dugouts so they can put 
up a stand" (December 27, 1995). 

In early October 1995 the far-right activists 
ensconced at Justus Township confiscated 
$60,000 in equipment from an ABC-1V film crew 
that attempted to interview them. Subsequently 
they fired shots over the head of a Polish journalist 
(Great Falls Tribune, December 27, 1995). 

National Influence 

The defiance of the Montana Court activists 
has had a marked impact on the development of 
common law courts elsewhere around the coun
try. In addition to the impact on the Oklahoma 
common law courts the influence of Montana 
leaders has also reached Kansas. where RonaldA. 
Griesacker, a common law court leader from 
Topeka, claims that he "attended a school of 
learning. taught by LeRoy Schweitzer. DaleJ acobi, 
Rodney 0 . Skurdal, Daniel E . Petersen, and oth
ers of the infamous Montana Seven." Griesacker 
claims that he and his associates have since set 
up eighteen courts around Kansas (The American's 
Bulletin, December 1995, p.21). 

Documents from the Musselshell County 
common law court have been filed as "evidence" 
by common law advocates in Missouri. Michael 
Hill and Bill Elwood the founders of the Colum
bus, Ohio common law court traveled to Montana 
in late 1995, paying a $2,400 "donation" for a four 
daymeetingwith LeRoy Schweitzer (J anuazy 1996). 

Despite the passage of more than a year since 
felony charges were first brought against them. 
Montana's common law activists continue to play 
a leading role in national efforts to establish 
courts. The Montana leaders continue to hold 
trainings at "Justus Township," where cars from 
Utah, Arkansas and California have been seen 
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and activists have come from at least nine states. 
Recognizing the leadership role of the Mon

tana activists, Florida Common Law leader Susan 
Mokdad, in her effort to unite Courts around the 
country under her Tampa-based model, has solic
ited the aid of LeRoy Schweitzer. 

Further, the Montana leaders ongoing defi
ance of law enforcement and their apparent will
ingness to use violent means has inspired com
mon law activists in other states. Bruce Craig, a 
Portland, Oregon-based activist with the Com
mon Law Supreme Court for Oregon, wrote that 
"We recognize and appreciate the sacrifices and 
successes of those who have gone before. espe
cially, in this context, of the work of those in 
Montana and Oklahoma." 

Much like the spread of the citizen militias 
since 1992, the common law court phenomenon 
did not start in Montana. but the mixture of 
doctrinaire racism and vigilante sensibilities found 
in the Montana activists has proven itself predict
ably volatile . And given the national impact of the 
Montana efforts. it is all the more disturbing to 
find virulently racist and anti-Semitic ideas pro
pounded by key leaders of Justus Township (see 
above) . 

Militia of Montana 

Other participants in Skurdal's Musselshell 
court included Daniel Warren Stone. Frank Ellena. 
Marc J. Basque and Richard E. Hilson ("Judicial 
Notice of Foreign Judgment by Letter Rogatory, 
From Musselshell County Court, Common Law 
Venue. Supreme Court," April 25, 1995). 

The Montana common law court activists 
have predictably had a close relationship with 
John Trochmann's Militia of Montana (MOM). A 
Militia of Montana newsletter expressed unquali
fied support for the formation of Justus Township 
and the common law court: "Justus Township is 
alive and well today. They have reinstated the 
common law. their own justice court, N otazy Clerk 
and Constable. After spending those couple of 
days with these guys I am totally convinced that 
they have the solution to the problem" (Taking 
Aim, MilitiaofMontanaNewsletter,Januazy 1995, 
p .2 and 4) . 

In March 1995 the relationship between the 
two organizations was manifest in a more demon
strative way. With their compatriots Skurdal, 
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Schweitzer and Petersen in hiding, Musselshell 
Court activists Frank Ellena and Dale Jacobi were 
arrested for driving without license plates or driver's 
licenses and carrying concealed weapons without 
a permit. The resulting confrontation brought 
common law activists and Militia of Montana 
supporters together in a potentially violent con
flict with law enforcement. Three supporters of the 
common law activists appeared at the Musselshell 
County Courthouse armed and demanding the 
property of Ellena and Jacobi. The three were 
arrested. Militia of Montana leader John 
Trochmann and Musselshell common law activist 
Marc Basque were likewise arrested when officers 
saw weapons in their car as the two sat parked 
outside the Courthouse. Despite early suspicions 
by police that a plot was underway to kidnap a 
judge, and despite Ellena and Jacobi's possession 
of armor piercing bullets, plastic "flexi-cuffs," 
duct tape, more than $80,000 in cash and sophis
ticated radio equipment, all charges were eventu
ally dropped for lack of evidence. 

Ironically, the common law activists have 
now issued a "warrant" for the arrest of their 
erstwhile-ally John Trochmann. apparently for 
making a remark that one way to end the stand
off at Justus Township would be to shut off the 
electricity. 

Oregon 

On the evening of January 22, 1996, some 
seventy-five people gathered at Springfield City 
Hall to hear about the Common Law Supreme 
Court of Oregon. Among those in attendance were 
prominent Lane County Oregon Citizens Alliance 
(OCA) activist Patty Duncan. "sovereignty" expert 
Johnny Liberty, common law "Judge" Floyd W. 
Beam, and Don Whittenburg of Beaverton. intro
duced as the "pro tern clerk" for Jefferson, Wasco, 
and Deschutes counties. Court representatives 
Bruce Craig and Tim Richardson told the audi
ence about the theory and practice of "common 
law" and announced that "Court" sessions would 
be held every Thursday night in Salem. 

One of two such common law courts estab
lished in the state, the Common Law Supreme 
Court of Oregon, was founded in November 1995. 
According to Craig, the Common Law Supreme 
Court of Oregon is an independent effort. "We 
recognize and appreciate the sacrifices and sue-
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cesses of those who have gone before." he writes. 
"especially, in this context. of the work of those in 
Montana and Oklahoma." The Common Law Su
preme Court for Oregon, though, "did not follow 
the Court Rules from Montana or Oklahoma" 
(Bruce Craig, Common Law Supreme Court of 
Oregon flyer, c. November 1995). 

The second common law effort in Oregon, the 
Our One Supreme Court of Wasco County, is 
derived explicitly from the Oklahoma-based United 
Sovereigns of America "Our One Supreme Court" 
model. According to Craig, the two common law 
courts are attempting to coordinate their activi
ties and iron out differences in their court models. 
As Craig describes, "It is a fact that some of the 
groups were well along with plans for establishing 
a court, and that initial efforts to bring the groups 
into statewide cooperation were too late to slow 
some of the momentum," 

Common Law Supreme Court of Oregon 

The Common Law Supreme Court of Oregon 
was "founded" by issuance of an eight-page docu
ment dated 'Teste meipsothis 16th day ofNovem
ber. in the year of our Mighty One, Yahweh, 
through our Redeemer Yahshua the Messiah, 
Nineteen Hundred Ninety Five A.D." According to 
these documents. it was created as a statewide 
venue for cases in the "Oregon Republic": 

Pursuant to these endowed and certain rights reserved unto 
ourselves, which rights we did not, do not, and will not waive to 
any government, and pursuant to the lack of justice courts in 
Oregon, and by necessity and resolve, we on Oregon republic 
have the authority to reestablish the common law courts as courts 

of justice (p.2). 

In describing the "Supreme Court," co-founder 
Bruce Craig has stated that "the Heritage of 
Common Law is from the Ten Commandments" 
and that the Bible is "the origin of Common Law 
as recognized in America, which is based on the 
laws given to Israel." 

Elsewhere, Craig elaborated on the relation
ship of the common law court to the state of 
Oregon, stating: 

the State of Oregon, as a commercial municipal corporation has 
nothing to do with us or we with them. The Court is not founded 
under their statutes, nor even under the Constitution of Oregon. 
It is founded upon our pre-existing, endowed, certain and un

alienable right to have At-law courts. 
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According to Craig, "A Common Law Jury is 
comprised ofTwenty-four Good Men and True. We 
have established a Court that provides one state
wide Court. The Court is established in a manner 
that allows the election of as many Court Justices 
as are needed in the places where they are needed." 

Section XI of the "Founding Document" indi
cates that the Court will have recourse to armed 
vigilantism under color oflaw; therein it describes 
the duties of "marshals" to be appointed by the 
"justices" of this "Court." It states: 

A Marshal shall be responsible for security, service of papers as 
needed, enforcement of su=ons and orders and judgments, 
and enforcement of receiving payment for costs billed, for the 
Court within the venue assigned to the marshal by the Assistant 
Head Justice, and for other duties as may from time to time be 

assigned by a quorum of Justices (p.S). 

Whatever rules the Common Law Supreme 
Court for Oregon may follow, at least one figure in 
the Christian Patriot wing of the white suprema
cist movement took part in its founding. Among a 
list of those who "set our seals to the original 
document entitled: Common Law Supreme Court 
for Oregon-Founding Document" was Rodney Elliot 
Askelson. 

In the mid-1980s, Askelson, along with Chris
tian Patriot Richard Flowers, was a director of the 
Boring, Oregon-based Christian Patriot Associa
tion (CPA). an organization involved in warehouse 
banking schemes and the distributor of racist and 
anti-Semitic books and various "how-to" manuals 
detailing techniques of guerrilla warfare, the use 
of explosives and paramilitary tactics. 

In addition to Askelson, other signatories to 
the Common Law Supreme Court for Oregon 
Founding Documents include Floyd Wayne Beam, 
Glenn Alan Carlson, Kenneth Edward Chesley, 
Bruce Craig, Shiela Craig, Curtis LaMar Garrison, 
Jimie Gulliford, LaVerne Rolland Hanson, John 
Homer Kelly, RichardLeRoyKidwell, StanleyMack 
McGill, James Alan McMurtry, John Whitney 
Newell, Fredric Rodney Nickel, Stephen Lynn Riley, 
Two Birds Soaring, Paul Richard Shepherd, 
Michael Stewart, and Donald Ray Whittenburg. 

Although not a signatory to the Founding 
Document. another activist involved with the Com
mon Law Supreme Court is John Van Hove, aka 
Johnny Liberty. Van Hove has attended the Court 
meetings in Cresswell and Springfield and has 
promoted the idea of common law courts in his 

23 

public presentations. 
Van Hove has made a niche for himself in the 

Christian Patriot movement by reaching out to 
people involved in the counterculture on environ
mental, pro-choice, Native Sovereignty and other 
progressive issues. Van Hove's legal theories, 
however, are deeply rooted in the racist constitu
tionalism of the Christian Patriot movement. De
spite protestations that his ideas are not racist. 
Van Hove bases his own "sovereignty" schemes on 
the distinction between "state" and "14th Amend
ment" citizens, declaring that "I am NOT a ·u.s. 
citizen' as described in ... the 14th Amendment." 
but a "citizen of the United States, 1878, and 
citizen of the Union State in which I am domiciled" 
(Reclaiming Your Sovereign Citizenship, Cascadia 
Resource Center, p.A1 Ill. Van Hove also draws 
heavily upon the work of hard-core racists, anti
Semites and far right conspiracy theorists such as 
Eustace Mullins, MartinJ. "Red" Beckman, Jack 
McLamb and Richard McDonald. At the Septem
ber 1995 Preparedness Expo held in Seattle, 
Washington, Van Hove opined that for the com
mon law courts to be successful. the militias must 
stand behind them and enforce their writs. 'That's 
a strategy that will work," he told the audience. 

Our One Supreme Court-Wasco County 

A second common law court has been estab
lished in Wasco County, Oregon, taking on the · 
familiar "Our One Supreme Court" designation. 
According to Supreme Court for Oregon activist 
Bruce Craig, "the rules for the Wasco County 
Supreme Court are, in general, the same as the 
Court Rules which came from Montana or Okla
homa." 

Upon examination, Craig's assessment rings 
true, though the Wasco County group has made 
important alterations in its court documents. For 
instance, whereas many courts modeled on the 
United Sovereigns' rules describe their enforce
ment arm as consisting of"marshals," the Wasco 
rules state, 

Our Supreme Court appoints of necessity a special posse of 
any number who hold offtce at the pleasure of our appointing 
power, and their costs are taxed against the losing party on the 
civil side of our Supreme Court, and as against our county on the 
public side of our Supreme Court. 

Our Supreme Court special terms will be enforced by militia 
protections viet annis to prevent miscarriage of Justice based 
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upon the common knowledge by the second class citizens who 
are engulfed in statutes, a separate and voluntary jurisdiction 
from our common law venue (Our One Supreme Court, Com
mon Law Venue; Original and Exclusive Jurisdiction in and for 

Wasco county, Oregon Republic united States of America, p.2). 

The Wasco group's statement that the militia will 
enforce the "special terms" of the court "vi et 
armis" ("by force of arms") points clearly to the 
underlying logic of the relationship between so
called citizen militias and common law courts. 

Like other common law courts, the Wasco 
Court describes its legal basis as "Holy Scriptures, 
with Magna Charta, our organic law, and our 
original common law of England as it was known 
at the time of territory of Oregon became one of the 
several States of our Union in America" (p. 2). The 
group envisions itself as having jurisdiction "any
where in our township, precinct, county or coun
try at the pleasure of our Justices," (p.l). And, 
keeping with the Christian Patriot view of govem
ment, Wasco Court rules state that, "Our Su
preme Court will exclusively be male Justices' no 
exceptions" (p.2). 

"Justices" in the Wasco court include Jack 
Masterman, Jim Williams, JeffWilliams, Lewis R. 
Morgan, Don Hare, Gary R. Harvey, Stephen 
George Miljus, Larry Mann, Gary Rell, Stevens L. 
Hart, Donald Ray Markham, Ron Wardell. 

Washington 

Common law court activity is underway in 
Snohomish, King and Cowlitz counties. In Sno
homish a court has been formed by activists tied 
to the Idaho Sovereignty Association and influ
enced by Montana court leaders. "Freeman" 
Clayton W. McFarlan, John Kirk and Bill Hardisty 
have taken to forming their own township, much 
like in Montana, as well as their own common law 
court, in the rural Snohomish County community 
of Sultan. The three attended the common law 
court training session of the Idaho Sovereignty 
Association where Kirk announced that they had 
taken a unique approach to announcing the for
mation of their court. 

In a move reminiscent of a bygone era, rather 
than simply publishing in the newspaper, the 
common law court had an individual cry out the 
information from the steps of the post office, Kirk 
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announced at the December 14 meeting in Boise. 
Another court using the township model is 

the process offormingin Cowlitz County in South
west Washington. Activists participating in the 
founding include several leaders and supporters 
of the Ku Klux Klan-led Populist Party ofWashing
ton State. These include Cowlitz County party 
chair Howard Schaefer of Longview, Wakiakum 
County chair Herbert Weekly of Kathlamet, and 
Populist Party supporters Rodney Regennitter of 
Vancouver and Mervin Brown of Woodland. 

The Cowlitz group has drawn on the model of 
the King County-based Justus Township- King 
County Common Law Court, a group using the 
same name as the Jordan, Montana common law 
court activists. Another model looked to by Cowlitz 
County activists is that of the Littlefield, Arizona
based Township of Desert Springs, a group that 
purports to have its own "Legislature, Executive, 
Judiciary, Grand Juries, Juries (and) Posse" and 
whose members are "natural bam individual(s) 
being NOT enfranchised by the 14th Amend
ment." 

Far right activists from Cowlitz county, and 
others from around westem Washington, have 
played a role in a common law court in King 
County. InaJanuary 10, 1996 "private judgment" 
against the Interwest Savings Bank on behalf of 
James Conrad Gutschmidt, Cowlitz county activ
ists Howard Schaeffer and Mervin Brown appear 
as jurors. Another juror is Snohomish county 
Christian Patriot Benjamin Claire Sams, who 
elsewhere has declared his own "sovereignty" 
based on his "white" race. Glen Stoll, a self
proclaimed Ambassador of the far right Embassy 
of Heaven, signed on as the clerk of the court while 
John Kirk-an associate of Snohomish county 
court figures Clayton McFarlan and Bill Hardisty
signed the document as a "magistrate." 

Thomas Paul Haumann, another juror for 
the King County court, was the contact for a 
February 25, 1996 appearance in Snohomish 
county for Colorado common law court leader 
Gene Schroder. Those in attendance at Schroder's 
meeting included a range of far right and white 
supremacist activists, including Ben Sams, far 
right figure David Montgomery and hard-core 
anti-Semite Tom Bly. 
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SAMPLE PAGE 

GENEHAL INFORMATION SHEET REGARDING 
COMMON LAW LIENS 

The common law of the united States of America is the highest 
form of law in the land. The Article Three Court is a superior 
court referred to as "'Our One Supreme Court". and is based 
on Common Law. The Article Three Court. referred to in 
Article 3. section 1 of the Constitution of the united States of 
America . is a common law cou1i. The Constitution and it's 
Amendments are still goven1ed by common law. The separate 
constitutions of the several states are also governed by 
common law as are present day city and municipal charters. 
Common Law has never been abolished and is in effect today. 

According to the UNIFORM ENFORCI."!:MENT of FOREIGN 
JUDGEMENTS ACT. all foreign judgments. including common 
law liens (which are perfected in a foreign jurisdiction, not the 
corporate government of the United States of America). are 
backed by the FULL FAITH AND CREDIT guaranteed by the 
constitution of the united States of America (Article 4, section 
1) . The UNITED STATES TREASURY is responsible for 
honoring these foreign judgments. 

The first national bank for the united Slates was and still is 
the Post Office. The General Accounting Office of the Post 
Office, managed by U1e Postmaster General. a.k.a. Comptroller 
OfThe Currency, is responsible for honoring FULL FAITH AND 
CREDIT obligations and sight drafts. (The UCC-3 partial 
assignment is a sight draft. payable on sight and insured by 
the United Slates Postal Service.) This inrorrnation can be 
verified under the United States Code (U .S.C .) Title 28-1743 
DEMAND ON POSTMASTER. Title 28-2710 of tl1e U.S.C . 
reveal the instructions necessary to shut down all commerce 
of t11e Uniled States Postal Service when not in compliance 
with FULL FAITH AND CREDIT obligations . 

Sample page from "How to Establish a Common Law Court" 
distributed by Justus Township. 
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III. National 

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, 

Wisconsin and Wyoming 

he following section is a survey of com-

T mon law court activity in states outside 
the Northwest with a particular focus 
on states where reported activity has 

been extensive and/ or had a regional or national 
significance. 

Arkansas 

Former Posse Comitatus leader Leonard 
Ginter reportedly leads a common law "Supreme 
Court" in Smithville, Arkansas. Ginter, who served 
a five year sentence for harboring Posse leader 
Gordon Kahl in 1983, claims to be one of twenty
three justices on a national "Supreme Court." He 
has told reporters that if you "go back to the time 
when somebody committed treason years ago, 
most of them were put on a scaffold to swing. 
That's what we need to do. If we do about ten of 
them, the rest will straighten out. It wouldn't 
necessarily have to be a judge or a governor. If one 
governor got it, we wouldn't have any trouble with 
the rest" (USA Today, August 28, 1995). 

Ginter has made it clear that the militia and 
other paramilitary formations will be the vehicle 
for enforcing the edicts of the common law courts. 
In a January 1995 letter to Lawrence County 
Sheriff Hutton. Ginter described that a national 
supreme court has been set up by "we the saver-

eign citizens" and "the sovereigns now have con
stable, militia, guards and military ready to en
force" the orders of the local common law courts. 
Gintz also announced that the courts would soon 
be issuing subpoenas. conducting investigations 
and issuing indictments (Commercial Appeal, May 
7, 1995). 

California 

Common law court activity is underway in 
Sonoma and Butte Counties and, as elsewhere, 
court activists have been linked to threats against 
public officials. Sonoma County common law 
courts formed following a three day training held 
June 30 -July 2, 1995, in Santa Rosa, organized 
by John Patrick McGuire. Approximately fifty 
people participated in a training seminar run by 
United Sovereigns of America leader David 
Schechter. Scattered throughout the audience 
were several men dressed in camouflage and a 
dozen people wearing the windbreakers of Frank 
Pepper's California Civil Rights Task Force. At
tendees at the event heard thirty-four different 
"cases," ranging from traffic violations and prop
erty-related disputes to an assault case involving 
McGuire and a police officer. According to the 
Sonoma County Independent. during the session a 
man suggested it would be a lovely idea to put a 

CoALITION FOR HUMAN DIGNITY 



28 

rope around the neck of a highway patrol man who 
had issued him a speeding ticket (July 5, 1995). 

The Sonoma court's potential for violence has 
been seen in the actions of John McGuire. McGuire 
was arrested in Wyoming on December 18, 1995 
after a Cheyenne, Wyoming bank turned him in 
for trying to open a fraudulent bank account. It 
was subsequently discovered that he was wanted 
in California on charges of threatening public 
officials (Caper Star-Tribune, January 9, 1996). 
McGuire had been charged with five felonies by 
the Sonoma County Assistant District Attorney in 
connection to thinly veiled death threats made to 
California Judges and citizens. These alleged 
threats included the following: 

• On August 13, 1995, McGuire notified 
attorney Douglas Thiele's office that Thiele was in 
violation of a common law court and was liable for 
$100 million. McGuire added that people who 
didn't take him seriously would end up dead or in 
car accidents. 

• On August 14, 1995, the office of Municipal 
Court Judge Passalcqua was similarly informed 
that a $450 million judgment had been filed 
against him for violating the order of the common 
law court. Passalcqua's secretary was told that 
people who ignore the common law court have 
been known to have unexplained illnesses. 

• Also on August 14th, a voice-message was 
left for Superior Court Judge Giordano that he 
had violated orders of the common law court and 
was subject to a $100 million monetary sanction. 
The message reminded the judge that people in 
similar positions have been known to have heart 
attacks or automobile accidents. 

A second group working to form common law 
courts in the state is the Chico-based California 
Jural Society (CJS). headed by Randy Lee and Joe 
Allen. The group maintains a world wide web site 
and publishes technical materials used for com
mon law court trainings in other states. Most 
notably, CJS has been linked to Susan Mokdad's 
Florida common law court and its literature has 
been used in trainings conducted by the Idaho 
Sovereignty Association. 

According to CJS literature a jural society is 
a synonym for "nation," "state" and "county" and 
is "the ultimate civil authority of the county, 
wielding the same power as the county board of 
supervisors, and much more." 
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Like other organizations aligned with the 
Christian Patriot movement. the California Jural 
Society locates the source of America's ills in the 
outcome of the Civil War. According to CJS, when 
the southern states walked out of Congress, the 
"American Union" was irrevocably dissolved; thus 
the ~war of northern aggression" and victory re
sulted in the creation of a de facto government 
operating "by way of military procedure at the 
direction of the commander-in-chief' (CJS Web 
Page). 

The Jural Society also promotes a central role 
for militias in the administration and enforcement 
of the common law: "The Jural Society extends the 
civil protection to the Militias and the Militia 
extends physical protection to the Jural Society. 
For the time being, the Militia can and will be 
utilized for the process of the Grand Jury and the 
Assise Court" (CJS Web Page). 

Colorado 

Colorado's first common law courts emerged 
from an August 19-20, 1995 meeting held in 
Canyon City, Colorado under the auspices of the 
Fremont County "Our One Supreme Court." This 
~common Law Assembly," attended by more than 
150 participants, adopted the "findings" of the 
June 3-4, 1995 Wichita, Kansas grandjurywhich 
declared the "authority and basis" of the court to 
be "the organic Constitution and the Bill ofRights." 
The court's founding documents also stated: 

The Colorado Common Law Jury hereby gives 'Judicial Notice' 
of their absolute and inherent authority, and basis for making a 
Finding of Facts in Conclusion of Law. 

The intent of the Colorado Common Law Jury is to: re
establish Colorado as a Sovereign, de jure State of Freely 
Associated Compact States for the United States of America 
(entering the Union on the same footing as the original13)" (Our 
One Supreme Court in Fremont County, Colorado Republic, 
Petition de Droit and Command to Show Cause, August 19, 
1995, pp. 34). 

United Sovereigns of America leaders played 
a prominent role in the formation of this Colorado 
court. Testimony was given by Colorado far right 
figure Eugene Schroder and material on the War 
and Emergency Powers Act, Schroder's specialty, 
was entered as "evidence" in court documents. At 
the meeting, Schroder stated, ~As history has 
shown us time and time again, when the will of the 
people is ignored, they revolt" (Colorado States-
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man, Aug. 25, 1995). In addition, signing the 
document as "officials" were "privately bonded 
National officer" Dennis Smith and "notary" David 
Schechter, both of United Sovereigns. 

Another signatory to the founding document 
was "special appointed clerk" Alfred Jenkins, an 
American Agricultural Movement leader and at
tendee at bomb making sessions taught by Gene 
Schroder in 1982 (see section on Eugene Schroder) . 
Howard Fields, a long-time state chair and Na
tional Executive Committee member of the Popu
list Party. signed as ajuror. 

Two notable figures in Colorado politics gave 
testimony before the Canyon City Common Law 
Assembly. These were State Senator (and now 
U.S. Senatorial candidate) Charles Duke and Kevin 
Tebedo. then-executive director of the anti-gay 
group Colorado for Family Values (CFV). Both 
testified against federal and state emergency pow
ers, illustrating the impact of Schroder's con
spiratorial banter on the meeting. 

The anti-gay sentiments of Colorado for Fam
ily Values are often shared by those involved in 
forming common law courts. For instance, Dan 
Meador of the United Sovereigns of America writes 
in the booklet Source & Force of Common Law, 

In other words, the co=on law is an outgrowth of moral and 
natural law, acknowledging God as sovereign over and creator 
of all. Within the system, governed by the Bible as its chief 
authority, homosexuality is a sin referred to as an abomination. 
Homosexual partnerships not only wouldn' t be acknowledged, 
but would be condemned by the co=on law" (pp. 8-9). 

One result of Tebedo's involvement in com
mon law courts and related activity points to the 
fact that such courts originate outside of Chris
tian Right leadership and organizations. Tebedo's 
move into the realm of Christian Patriot organiza
tion led in November to his resignation from CFV. 
At a press conference in November. Tebedo stated. 
"The impetus for my resignation is a shared belief 
on the part ofCFVs executive board, of which I am 
a member. that my personal desires and motiva
tions have expanded beyond the scope of CFVs 
mission." In closing, he vowed to "stay dedicated 
to my sovereign state of Colorado and her citizens" 
(Colorado Statesman, November 11 , 1995). Linda 
Tebedo. Kevin's sister, served as the common law 
court clerk a the Canyon City meeting. 

A second common law court in Colorado 
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formed August 28, 1995 in Weld County. Like 
other courts created in the United Sovereigns 
mold, the Weld County court declares its basis as 
"Holy Scriptures. Magna Charta. our organic law, 
and the Common Law" and describes its right to 
appoint "constables" and "reserve(s) our contempt 
power against any de facto court Justice or Judge 
who fails to obey said common law venue Su
preme Court, no exceptions" (Our One Supreme 
Court, In and For Weld County, Colorado State. 
Original Judicial Notice, August 28, 1995) . 

Florida 

Common law court activists in Florida have 
been involved in a number of illegal and threaten
ing acts. In August 1994 the Tampa-based Con
stitutional Court of the People, headed by the 
father-daughter team of far-right activist Emilio 
Ippolito and Susan Mokdad, Florida coordinator 
for the Fully Informed Jury Association (FIJA). 
issued "arrest warrants" for Hillsborough Chief 
Judge Dennis Alvarez and other judges. The "war
rants" warned: "In order to avoid physical arrest at 
your home or workplace by the Militia which could 
result in a dangerous confrontation it would be 
advisable for the above named Public Servants 
and others named to schedule an appointment 
with John J . Gentz," the Court's "Fugitive War
rants Unit" director. Speaking of the Constitu
tional Court of the People's capacity to enforce its 
writs, Ippolito told the St. Petersburg Times, "There 
is an organized group, but don't ask for numbers. 
We do have a militia capable of enforcing things" 
(August 10, 1994). Ippolito and Mokdad had 
previously been cited for criminal contempt of 
court after refusing to obey a July 1994 court 
order barring them from practicing law without a 
license (St. Petersberg Times, July 23, 1994). 

In October 1994, under the auspices of the 
Common Law Constitutional Militia, Mokdad, 
Ippolito and Gentz sent a letter through a court 
clerk to the jury hearing the case of Phillip Marsh. 
head of the Pilot Connection, a Christian Patriot 
outfit specializing in "sovereignty" and "untaxing" 
schemes. The letters threatened the jurors with 
arrest and contempt under the "constitutional 
common law." Another letter, sent by Ippolito 
claiming the presumed authority of a common law 
court 'judge," charged U.S. District Judge Vaughn 
Walker with contempt for presiding over the Pilot 
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Connection case (The Recorder, [American Lawyer 
Media, L.P.], October 18, 1994). 

A second Florida common law court group 
known as the Christian Jural Society of Florida, is 
based in Orlando. Laurent (Larry) Moore, report
edly an associate of the group, was convicted 
January6, 1995, on2l counts of conspiracy, mail 
fraud and obstruction of justice along with Jack 
Wade Warren and Jack Franz, leaders of the 
Kissimmee-based American National Freemen 
(OrLando SentineL Tribune, October 18, 1995) . The 
charges came when the far-right leaders threat
ened lawyers. a condominium association, Or
ange County officials and the state of Florida 
following a mortgage foreclosure on Warren's con
dominium. Initially, with leadership from Laurent, 
the men filed a $22.8 million lien against the state 
of Florida and others involved in the foreclosure. 

The three formed the Constitutional Com
mon Law Court from which they issued indict
ments of public officials and a federal grand jury 
and authorized the arrest of a number of court 
officers. Court testimony by IRS inspector Tim 
Camus described that the men demanded money 
from Orange County government accounts at Sun 
Bank and threatened to seize sheriffs patrol cars 
and school buses to pay for the "debt." According 
to Camus, the three threatened to use a militia to 
enforce their "court orders" and advocated hang
ing or executing public officials charged with 
treason. The three face sentences ranging from · 
eight to 12 years in prison and are scheduled to be 
sentenced April 19, 1996 (OrLando SentineL Tri
bune, October 14, 1995; January 5, 1996; Janu
ary 6, 1996; January 7 , 1996). 

Recent activity of the Jural Association has 
focused on preparing to hold "a trial regarding 
alleged unlawful actions of a Federal Grand Jury 
foreman, members and other co-conspirators in 
the case of United States v. Jack Wade Warren, et. 
al ." The Patriot activists-Warren, Franz and 
Moore-have "continually denied jurisdiction to 
the United States District Court and have granted 
jurisdiction for this case to the common law 
court." Jural Association organizing has been 
carried out in close concert with the Constitu
tional Court of We the People in and for the United 
States of America #4, a name similar to that used 
by Mokdad and Ippolito when the two were barred 
from practicing law without a license (Press Re-
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lease, Christian Jural Society for Florida, Decem
ber 11. 1995) . 

Both groups of court activists are apparently 
closely linked to militia organizing. A December 
14, 1995 press release concerning a meeting of 
the Jural Society thanked "the local militia units 
who appeared to maintain the peace and safety of 
all participants." The Jural Society had requested 
"the presence of various militia groups" at the 
meeting. Mokdad and Ippolito have likewise 
boosted militias, encouraging supporters to make 
an "Oath of Allegiance" to the "Constitutional 
Common Law Militia" which declares, in part, that 
"I will Protect and Defend all Sovereign Americans 
of the united States of America against all enemies 
both foreign and domestic. I will secure the rights 
of all Litigants that come before the Court. I will 
serve the Court in the best interest of the People" 
(The American's Bulletin, December 1995, p.4). 

The Tampa group's most ambitious effort is 
an ongoing attempt to unite common law courts 
around the country under their umbrella, a plan 
for which it is courting the United Sovereigns of 
America and Montana leaders. At least one orga
nizing meeting has been held, attended by long
time far-right leader Gene Schroder, and Mokdad 
claims that five courts have joined with her. 
Mokdad has also contacted Ohio court leader 
Larry Russell. Plans put forward by Mokdad and 
Ippolito detail a hierarchical system consisting of 
a "Constitutional Supreme Court" of" eleven mem
bers ... [that] ... will serve as the Appeal Court for 
all Constitutional Courts"; "Constitutional Courts" 
which "will serve Criminal and Civil cases" and a 
"Fully Informed Jury" of twelve people "who have 
been fully informed as to their duties and respon
sibilities to decide all matters of dispute before the 
Court" (The American's Bulletin, Dec. 1995, p.4) . 

Iowa 

In Iowa, common law courts led by David 
Haye have reportedly been held in the northeast
em community of Decorah ("All Things Consid
ered," NPR, January 12, 1996) . In a "suit" against 
the IRS brought to the court by Milton Leonard of 
Delaware County "jurors" ordered that liens be 
placed against the IRS agents who had dealings 
with Leonard (Omaha WorLd HeraLd, October 26, 
1995) . In an "All Things Considered" interview, 
David Haye stated, "What we're saying is they (the 
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IRS) don't have proper legal authority to do what 
they're doing ... if it's based upon fraud .. . " (Janu
ary 12, 1996). 

David Haye and other common law court 
organizers have also laid plans to start a Common 
Law Court in southern Minnesota. 

Kansas 

Common law courts have been held in 
Sedgewick, Jefferson, Dickinson and Great Bend 
Counties and a St. Marys-based group claims to 
have established eighteen courts around the state. 
Kansas was also the site of an important event in 
the development of courts around the country, a 
June 3-4, 1995, National Common Law Grand 
Jury held in Wichita under the auspices of the 
Sedgewick County Our One Supreme Court. 

At the June event, more than 600 attendees 
heard from various far-right leaders including 
Gene Schroder, Christian Patriot figure Byron 
Dale, AmericanAgricu1ture Movement activist Ed 
Petrowski and California State Senator Don Rogers. 
Drawing upon Schroder's "War and Emergency 
Powers" arguments, this event was a forum for 
proclaiming the grand jury's authority in Kansas 
and issuing a declaration that the federal govern
ment is an unconstitutional entity. 

At least two people, Missouri based attorney 
Berry Laws and a Kansas Municipal Court judge, 
were summoned for the meeting. Notification of 
the court's judgments were addressed to Presi
dent Clinton, Attorney-General Janet Reno, the 
U.S. Congress, Supreme Court justices, state 
governors, legislators and other public officials. 
United Sovereigns figures David Schechter and 
Wayne Gunwall were in attendance at the Wichita 
event, serving as the special "appointed clerk" and 
the "marshal," respectively. 

In August 1995. Wichita District Attorney 
Nola Foulston was subpoenaed by a common law 
court through an announcement in a local trade 
journal. This announcement threatened arrest by 
a sheriff if she did not appear. The originator of the 
subpoena was a disgruntled Wichita man who 
initiated the case with a common law court after 
he had been charged with a misdemeanor for 
burning trash without a permit. 

A group of present and former corrections 
officers based in St. Mary's is also involved in 
organizing common law courts. Leaders in the 

31 

group include Ronald Griesacker , Rockie 
Broaddus, Ernest Cartmill, Robert Riccomini and 
Julio Garcia. According to Griesacker, group lead
ers were trained by Montana court activists LeRoy 
Schweitzer, Dale Jacobi, Rodney Skurdal, Daniel 
Petersen and others of the infamous Montana 
seven. Their training included "biblical concepts 
that intermingled with our government." 
Griesacker wrote: "Let it not be said, our hour 
came and we allowed unjustifiably to fall those 
who seek to preserve the peace for our posterity 
while having the chance to be free from the 
bondage of the babylonian [sic] presumed 14th 
amendment statute" (The American's Bulletin, 
December 1995, p. 21 & 24). 

Louisiana 

A common law court has formed in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. Documents filed by the court lists the 
names of Thomas W. Parker, Robert Kaltenbach 
and six other "members of the militia of the United 
States of America, Waco Command." Thomas W. 
Parker of Lafayette has filed liens against police 
officers, judges, minute clerks, and bailiffs, all 
concerning losses in traffic court. Parker has filed 
over $30 million in liens.( Baton Rouge Advocate, 
June 18, 1995). 

An article in the Baton Rouge Sunday Advo
cate described Kaltenbach, 62, as a "pioneer" of 
court activity, having previously founded a group 
called the Enlightened Patriots. He has since 
started the Church of Yahweh in Youngsville. 
Kaltenbach was released from prison in July 1993 
after serving nine years for practicing law without 
a license and aiding another person to commit 
fraud in connection with issuing fraudulent money 
orders (Baton Rouge Advocate, June 18, 1995) . 

Michigan 

In a manner similar to common law courts, 
activists in the Michigan Militia are attempting to 
use legitimate township associations throughout 
the state to press their agenda. About ten town
ship associations in Michigan have reported the 
appearance of militia members at recent meet
ings. Apparently based on Posse Comitatus-like 
notions that intermediate levels of government 
can overrule federal and state law, militia mem
bers argued that townships can pass any law they 
desire through a show of hands. According to 
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Michigan Militia leader William Ordiway Jr., a 
leader in this effort, established township asso
ciations have kept this power from people in an 
effort to advance global government. 

Militia activists have recently focused their 
efforts on the Norman Township based in Wellston, 
Michigan. According to Michigan Township Asso
ciation Executive Director Larry Merril, "People 
who talk to militia members say Norman is their 
test case. It's where they intend to show they can 
take over a town" (New York Times, November 12, 
1995). 

Missouri 

In Missouri common law courts have been 
active in McDonald, Nodaway County, Andrew 
County and Clay Counties. The best known of the 
Missouri common law activists are Robert Joost 
and Ellis and Elizabeth Poole. One case involving 
Aprille Schellhammer and the Wichita National 
Common Law Jury straddled the Missouri-Kan
sas border. 

In June 1994, Missouri state troopers ar
rested Robert N. Joost for attempting to serve a 
state trooper with a people's court order. Three 
months later, Cpl. Bobbie J . Harper, an arresting 
officer in Joost's case. was shot by a sniper while 
in the kitchen of his own home. Harper suffered 
near fatal injuries and was forced into retirement. 
Missouri police have linked his shooting to Timo
thy Coombs, a visitor on Joost's farm, and a 
warrant has been issued for Coombs' arrest. A list 
of names including Harper and other troopers, 
was also found on Joost's farm (National Times, 
January 1996). 

The case of April Schellhammer illustrates 
the progression of Christian Patriots who have 
moved from individual acts of harassment to 
using common law courts. Schellhammer's use of 
pseudo-legal procedures can be traced to the early 
1990s when she filed a $35,000 lien against her 
own property to stop a foreclosure by Metmor 
Financial, the company holding the title. In late 
1993, she filed a "Ninth Amendment Counter 
Claim at Law for Constructive Fraud" in the Platte 
County Circuit Court against Metmor Financial's 
attorney, Berry Laws. Next, Schellhammer at
tempted to remove all legal liens and transfer the 
deed of the property into her name by obtaining a 
"certified money order" from Wisconsin far-right 
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activist L. A. Pethiahia. In March 1994, she had 
submitted documents declaring herself a "free
born citizen of the sovereign de jure republic 
known as Missouri State." Finally, in May 1995, 
Schellhammer faxed Mr. Laws a summons to 
appear before the Wichita National Common Law 
Grand Jury. 

Like common law court efforts in several 
other states, activity in Missouri has benefited 
from the support of the Oklahoma-based United 
Sovereigns of America. David Schechter of United 
Sovereigns of America, has served as a notary for 
the Clay County Common Law Court. 

Missouri common law courts also have sig
nificant representation from the racist movement. 
Leonard Ginter, former leader of the Wisconsin 
Posse Comitatus sat on both the Nodaway and 
Andrew County Courts. Ginter's wife Norma also 
served on the Andrew County Court. Joining the 
Ginters are Ellis and Elizabeth Poole. Ellis Poole 
visited racist Richard Snell in prison before Snell 
was executed in April 1995 for murdering a black 
Missouri state trooper and a pawnbroker who he 
perceived to be Jewish. 

Nebraska 

Gene Schroder and Dave Schechter, both 
linked to United Sovereigns of America. have been 
involved in common law courts in Nebraska. The 
two led a Citizens Grand Jury meeting November 
4 -5 , 1995 on Grand Island. Schechter was quoted 
by the Omaha World Herald as saying, "We're 
sitting in exactly the same position our forefathers 
were in when they fought the Revolution." About 
150 people were reported to have attended while 
a thirty-three member grand-jury, one member 
from each represented county, met to examine the 
claim that the current court system is fraudulent. 
Courts had reportedly been held in a motel in 
York, Nebraska for months prior to the November 
Grand Jury (Omaha World Herald, November 5, 
1995) . 

When Donna Axmann of Ravenna was sum
moned for jury duty in Buffalo County, she re
fused and claimed that she was "working in the 
Common Law Court and I am not a citizen of the 
Corporate United States." Axmann also wrote that 
"Statute Courts," referring to the actual court 
system, are "the synagogue of Satan" (Omaha 
WorLd HeraLd, October 26, 1995) . 
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In response to Common Law Court activity 
Nebraska Secretary of State Scott Moore has 
warned county clerks to be on the look-out for the 
phony court documents (Omaha. WorLd HeraLd, 
January 6, 1996). 

North carolina 

Members of the Haywood County Militia, co
founded by 21 year old Exxon Convenience Store 
clerk Jeremy Davis, are reported to be working 
closely with common law courts in that county 
(Greensboro News & Record, June 25, 1995). The 
court was formed by William O'Brien, a 61-year
old retired paper-mill safety officer from Bogalusa, 
La., who acts as the "special marshal" of the 
Constitutional Common Law Court in Waynesville, 
North Carolina. O'Brien has been quoted as say
ing that his group "educates members of the 
Haywood County Militia" (Durham HeraLd-Sun, 
April 30, 1995). He also said, "for violent offend
ers, the jury will tell the constable to find a tall tree 
and a short rope. It worked before and it will work 
in any age" (Greensboro News & Record, June 25, 
1995). 

In March, a common law court organizing 
meeting was attended by about one hundred 
people. After that meeting, held at the County 
Courthouse, deputies informed Haywood County 
Manager Jack Horton that some of the militia 
members in attendance at the common law court 
meeting were armed. Horton has since barred 
them from using the facility (Greensboro News & 
Record, June 25, 1995). 

Ohio 

Ohio has seen a significant amount of com
mon law court activity. A series of newspaper 
articles and recent television coverage has made 
Ohio's courts some of the most visible in the 
country. As elsewhere, common law court activ
ists and supporters have been linked to numerous 
threats against public officials. Three judges have 
reported being "indicted" by the Columbus-based 
common law court which meets weekly in an East 
Side bingo hall, while nine other judges around 
the state have reported similar kinds of threats 
(CoLwnbus Dispatch, December 17, 1995). Com
mon law courts filed a $100 million lien against a 
Zanesville Judge (Dayton Daily News, December 
5, 1995), while a Deleware County Common Pleas 
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judge received a letter from a defendant in a civil 
suit which read in part, 

Because I bear you no malice and believe it is my 
Christian duty to warn you, take careful consideration of the path 
you take. I think you may want to heed the mandate of the One 
Common Law Supreme Court and not continue in a case that has 
considerable risk of fmancial liability (Columbus Dispatch, 

September 24, 1995). 

Ohio common law activity prompted a De
cember 8, 1995 meeting between Ohio Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer, law en
forcement officials and 20 common pleas judges 
from around the state. Police have reported com
mon law court and related activity in 60 of Ohio's 
88 counties while judges in 37 counties have 
reported incidents with "Our One Supreme Court" 
and related groups (PLain DeaLer, December 11. 
1995). ChiefJusticeMoyer, who has been outspo
ken about court activity, told the Cleveland PLain 
DeaLer: 

I'm much more concerned about this movement than I was 
before this meeting ... . It' s a somewhat sophisticated and orga
nized scheme to keep chipping away at authority. What concerns 
me is the volume is being turned up and the activity is becoming 
more intense (December 11 , 1995). 

To date the Columbus-based "Our One Su
preme Court" has apparently been the state's 
most active court. According to the Los AngeLes 
Times, since the opening of "Our One Supreme 
Court" in Columbus in March 1995, approxi
mately one thousand people have appeared to file 
"quiet title" or sovereignty documents. (January 
1996). Columbus court leader Bill Ellwood claims 
that weekly sessions in the Columbus Court have 
attracted one hundred to two hundred people 
from Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia and 
Michigan (CoLwnbus Dispatch, September 10, 
1995). Branches of the One Supreme Court have 
reportedly been formed in Cuyahoga, Stark and 
Hamilton counties as well (Plain Dealer, Decem
ber 11, 1995). 

Ohio's common law courts have been influ
enced by both United Sovereigns of America and 
leaders in the Garfield County, Montana court. 
The Columbus court apparently began with the 
aid of United Sovereigns leader David Schechter. 
Court activists have drawn on the writings of 
Colorado United Sovereigns figure Gene Schroder 
and have adopted the United Sovereigns court 
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model. An article in the Los Angeles Times also 
reports that the founders of the Columbus Court 
traveled to Montana, paying a $2,400 "donation" 
for a four day meeting with LeRoy Schweitzer 
(January 1996). 

According to Schweitzer both Bill Elwood and 
Michael Hill attended a seminar at Justus Town
ship. Columbus court leader Bill Ellwood con
firmed this to the Colwnbus Dispatch and said he 
considers Schweitzer "probably the most knowl
edgeable fellow in the country on the common 
law." Columbus common law court "clerk" Larry 
Russell presented a $1 million bank check from 
the Northwest Bank Anaconda-Butte N.A. to the 
Faiifield County Treasurer's office as a bond to 
back up his self-appointment as a notary public 
(Colwnbus Dispatch. December 17, 1995) . The 
Anaconda-Butte bank is the name placed on a 
number of such "checks" signed by LeRoy 
Schweitzer. 

From their inception, Ohio common law courts 
have been linked to militia activity. Michael Hill , a 
former Canton police officer and Ohio militia 
"chaplain" was an early "chief justice" in the 
Columbus common law court. In June 1995 Hill 
was killed in a confrontation with Frazeysburg 
Police Sgt. Matt May and quickly became a martyr 
for militia activists. Despite the efforts of court 
activists and groups like the Militia of Montana to 
cast Hill as an innocent victim, a legitimate 
Muskingum County grand jury determined other
wise. Prior to the shooting May had stopped Hill's 
car because it had a bogus license plate which 
read "Militia Chaplain." After being stopped, Hill 
drove off; May pursued and again stopped Hill 
east of Frazeysburg. Testimony given by May and 
a Frazeysburg fire fighter riding in the police car 
with May described that Hill then got out of his car 
holding a gun and that May had acted in self
defense ( Colwnbus Dispatch, September 28, 1995) . 

Following the shooting the National Confed
eration of Citizens Militias announced that Officer 
May had been "indicted" by a common law court 
( Colwnbus Dispatch, September 28, 1995) . Ap
pearing on ABC's 20/20 news magazine program, 
police Lt. Larry Simms, who investigated shoot
ing, stated: "They've actually said that Matt May 
would be killed . They've already indicted Matt May 
in this common law court system and said they 
were going to pronounce sentence on Matt May" 
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(January 5, 1995). 
Bill Ellwood. the "chief justice" who led the 

Columbus common law court has said, "Abso
lutely, we will attempt to follow through [on court 
rulings). We haven't yet because we haven't in
dicted anybody, but that doesn't mean we aren't 
hearing cases. " He indicated that if the sheriff 
does not respond to indictments, the U.S. Marshall 
Service would be asked to enforce it. If no response 
is achieved, the N ational Guard will be approached, 
and "If the National Guard fails , then the people 
have no place to go but to the constitutional 
militia .... Yes, the militia are involved. They are 
the last resort of enforcement for the common law 
courts" (Oregonian, December 24, 1995) . 

The Ohio courts' roots in far right conspiracy 
theories and anti-Semitism has also been on 
display. According to the Colwnbus Dispatch, 
literature distributed at court meetings has in
cluded a book which "claims that Jews were not 
the primary victims in Nazi death camps" and 
"another [that) purports to detail a secret 19th 
century plot by the 'Elders of Zion' to take over the 
world" (December 17, 1995) . 

Common law court "clerk" Larry Russell told 
a 20/20 television crew that he hasn't filed tax 
returns "for a long time" and proudly displayed his 
Embassy of Heaven driver's license. The Embassy 
of Heaven, a Stayton, Oregon-based organization 
has been a staple on the landscape of far right 
political activity in the Northwest. The group's 
leader, who has renamed himself Paul Revere, has 
declared his followers exempt from having to 
obtain drivers' or vehicle licenses; the group's 
solution has been to issue their own. Embassy of 
Heaven members in Washington were active in 
the 1992 presidential campaign of Populist Party 
candidate James "Bo" Gritz. 

Patrick Rudd of Warwick, an activist in the 
Columbus, Ohio, common law court, has been 
charged with mail and bank fraud in connection 
with a scheme which offered to pay off the mort
gages and debts of central Ohioans with bogus 
money orders, and also described himself as a 
"freeman sovereign ... ambassador of the Embassy 
of Heaven" and not a citizen of the United States 
(Colwnbus Dispatch, December 17, 1995). 

Oklahoma 

Common law court activity has been stron-
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gest in the Northwestern part of the state, where 
courts are established in Alfalfa, Major and 
Woodward counties. Garfield County is likewise 
home to its own court, and a statewide common 
law court has been established in Kingfisher 
county. Though most court activity has centered 
around so-called "quiet title," or sovereignty, fil
ings, inJune 1995 Garfield County-based District 
Attorney Cathy Stocker was served a "summons" 
by the One Supreme Court at Shaffenberg Farms 
in Kingfisher County (Enid News & Eagle, July 2 , 
1995) . 

One such subpoena from the Kingfisher court 
told the recipient to "appear before Our Justices 
on June 25, 1995 at 2:45 p .m. at Shaffenburg 
Farms. Kingfisher, Oklahoma ... for questioning 
and to give testimony pertaining to alleged Crimi
nal and Civil Cause of Actions." It warned, "Fail 
not under the penalties of the Law, or in the 
alternative show lawful cause" ("Our One Su
preme Court, In Law Grand Jury Investigation," 
June 20, 1995). 

Northwest Oklahoma common law court ac
tivity led District Attorney Ray Don Jackson to 
assign a special prosecutor to examine court 
activity in Alfalfa, Major, Dewey, Woods and 
Woodward counties. Assistant District Attorney 
Bouse also issued an opinion to county clerks 
discouraging them from filing documents "from a 
court without competent jurisdiction" (Enid News 
& Eagle, July 2, 1995) . In one case. Gideon 
Cowan, a Northwest Oklahoma activist. was 
charged with two counts of offering forged or false 
instruments for record (Enid News & Eagle, July 
2 , 1995). 

Oklahoma's first common law court of recent 
origin and one of the first in the country, was 
established in December 1993 in Garfield County. 
The Court grew out of the legal problems of 
Warren Ensminger, a man who had filed a "sover
eignty" declaration in Garfield County based on 
his being a "white Male born in the City of Enid" 
and not "a Federal Citizen of the 'United States' 
under the so-called 14th Amendment." His legal 
problems began in 1993 when the Federal Land 
Bank foreclosed on his deceased mother's cattle 
ranch. Ensminger attempted to pay an outstand
ing $401,809 debt with a bogus "certified money 
order" and later published a default judgment 
alleging that an Okeene bank owed him $56 
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million (Enid News & Eagle, July 2, 1995) . 
Ensminger, the first justice of "Our One Supreme 
Court in and for Garfield County," was joined in 
the court by jurors Melvin Griffith and now United 
Sovereigns of America leader Gerald (Jerry) J . 
Henson. 

An early common law court document de
clared the district court presiding over the 
Ensminger foreclosure to have "limited jurisdic
tion. unable to make a final Judgment," and 
issued a "Caveat/Constructive/ Notice" warning 
that "whosoever, shall trespass upon the Case, or 
property or rights of Warren E . Ensminger .. . shall 
be liable for their Action, and subject to Citizen's 
CommonLawCourt(s), Citizens Grand Jury, find
ings." The common law court "granted" the pre
siding District Court judge "leave of court" so that 
"he or she will not heretoafter [sic] further willingly 
and voluntarily, commit perjury. nor subornation 
of perjury" ("People in Oklahoma ex rel: Our One 
SupremeCourtinandforGarfieldCountyJustice's 
Joinder of Property," December 29, 1993). 

Although the 1Oth Circuit District Court in 
Oklahoma stated that "We have absolutely not 
recognized any common law court in any respect" 
(Casper Star-TribWle, December 17, 1995 ), for 
court activists this and subsequent documents 
filed by common law courts "proved" that the 
actual court system "does not have direct jurisdic
tion within the state republic concerning the 
people and property within the territorial state" 
("The Oklahoma Writ. " February 2 , 1995, p.33). 

Oklahoma courts have been influenced by 
Montana leaders (see above) and dominated by 
leaders associated with the group United Sover
eigns of America. "Justices" at a January 1995 
Alfalfa County Common Law Court included United 
Sovereigns leaders Dennis Smith and Darrel Frech 
of Jet (Enid News & Eagle. July 2 , 1995). Among 
other notable actions, Frech is reported in an 
August 28, 1995 USA Today article to have begun 
a description of the court by reading from the anti
Semitic Protocols of the Elders of ZioTL Frech has 
been active with the We the People organization 
led by convicted felon Barry Schwasenger. 

Another member of the Alfalfa court is 
Mooreland-based activist Melvin Griffith who has 
circulated Rodney Skurdal's Free(man) Newslet
ter which declares interracial marriages against 
God's Law and that "the Fourteenth Amendment 
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created a second class of citizen, Blacks and 
Aliens" (EnidNews&Eagle,Ju1y2, 1995; Free(man) 
Newsletter, June 1995). 

Dan Meador, a contributing editor to United 
Sovereigns' 50 States Constitutionalist Newspa
per and a leader of the Kay County Patriots, has 
also been active in Oklahoma Courts. Meador 
wrote the February 2, 1995 "Oklahoma Writ" in 
which far-right activists demanded that the legis
lature establish rules for working with Common 
Law Courts. The Oklahoma Writ declared that the 
"fourteenth amendment United States citizen did 
not have inherent rights of Preamble sovereign 
people rhetorically referenced as United States 
citizens ... " ("The Oklahoma Writ," February 2, 
1995, Dan & Gail Meador, p.14). 

Accompanied by United Sovereigns leader 
Jerry Henson, Meador delivered a copy of the writ 
to "one of the (state) legislators who is pushing to 
restore constitutional government and who is a 
good friend of Jerry [Henson]" (letter included in 
mailing by Kay County Patriots titled "Subject: 
Writ ofMandamus; Ex Rei; Citizens of Oklahoma," 
February 2, 1995. Dan & Gail Meador, p.1). 
Meador and Kay County Patriots activist Ron 
Buck have been involved in a five-person steering 
committee instructing people in how to form courts 
(Kay County Patriots mailing). Meador has also 
been involved in court activity in Ponca City and 
other United Sovereign leaders active in courts 
include Wayne R. Gunwall who served as a "fore
man" of the Ponca City Grand Jury and as a 
marshal at the June 3-4, 1995 Wichita, Kansas, 
National Grand Jury ("Preliminary Findings of 
Grand Jury," convened in state venue, Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, July 22 & 23, 1995). 

United Sovereigns publisher and 50 States 
Constitutionalist editor Jerry Henson has been 
active with the Kay County Patriots and served as 
a foreman at a Kingfisher County court proceed
ing (Enid News & Eagle, July 30, 1995). (See 
United Sovereigns section) 

The United Sovereigns leaders active in Okla
homa have been influenced by a number of na
tionalleaders in the Christian Patriot movement. 
In his "Oklahoma Writ," Dan Meador thanked a 
number of movement leaders for contributing 
"major research" including Bill Benson, Christian 
Patriot banking theorist and Byron Dale (see Dale, 
Byron, Bashed by the Bankers, 1988, Pro-Ameri-
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can Educational Foundation). recently deceased 
Christian Patriot leader Howard Freeman and 
Montana leader Martin J . "Red" Beckman ("The 
Oklahoma Writ," February 2, 1995). 

Tennessee 

Montana court leader LeRoy Schweitzer has 
been linked to common law court activity in 
Chester County, about one mile east of Memphis. 
Everett Stout, listed as the notary public of the 
court. was arrested on November 13, 1995 after 
mailing a "certified bankers check" to the Chester 
County Clerk's Office for $1 million to serve as his 
"special bond" as notary. The check was made 
payable on site by the "Treasurer of the united 
States of America." The remitter and "guarantor" 
of the check was LeRoy Schweitzer. Stout was 
arrested on a felony charge of criminal simulation 
(The Commercial Appeal, November 26, 1995). 

Texas 

Common law courts have been established in 
Ellis, Dallas, Tarrant, Kerr and Jeff Davis coun
ties. Most of the cases appearing before the Dallas 
County court as oflate 1995 were "quiet title," or 
sovereignty declarations by individuals concern
ing their property. Sovereignty filings have de
clared that individuals are "Freemen," not obliged 
to pay income taxes, carry a driver's license or 
submit to the authority of official courts. In the 
property declarations, attendees announce that 
anyone with a legal issue pertaining to their land 
must come before the common law court (Chris
tian Science Monitor, October 31, 1995). Many 
Texas courts have been influenced by the United 
Sovereigns of America, adopting the "Our One 
Supreme Court" model. 

Activists affiliated with a Common Law Court 
in Kerr County had a brief success in May 1994 
when Kerr County Judge William Stacy signed 
court orders recognizing their "sovereignty" and 
exempting them from state and federal laws. The 
common law court advocates had challenged 
charges, including speeding and drunk driving, 
on the grounds that as declared sovereigns they 
were not subject to such charges. Stacy said, "I 
work for the people and have the people's interest 
at heart. I tried to help these people who feel their 
constitutional rights are being violated-as do I" 
(Arizona Republic, September 25, 1994). Casey 
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was forced to void the orders after being repri
manded by the Texas State Commission on Judi
cial Conduct. The reprimand resulted when As
sistant County Attorney Ilse Bailey reported Stacey 
to the Commission. 

Another group of common law court activists 
with origins inJeffDavis County in Eastern Texas 
have formed the "Provisional Government of the 
Republic of Texas." The group extends the logic of 
the common law court model to an entire govern
ment, establishing a General Council consisting 
of a president, vice-president. chief ambassador 
and consul general and secretaries of defense, 
judicial affairs, commerce, agriculture and sci
ence and technologies, among other positions. 

The founding "Plans and Powers of the Provi
sional Government of the Republic of Texas," 
states the function of the General Council "shall 
be to devise ways and means to assist the Presi
dent in the discharge of his function" and "to help 
develop and implement a plan for the transition of 
existing de facto Government operating on the soil 
of Texas into one uniform body, the Republic of 
Texas; to provide for this plan to encompass 
privatization, decentralization, deregulation, and 
the elimination of all excess waste; and in the final 
steps to in-place a limited Government, in order to 
move to the highest point possible in self-govern
ment .. . " (p.3) . 

"Defense Secretary" Archie Lowe "will be re
sponsible for the appointment of all County Sher
iffs and Constables. under the direction of the 
Council" (p. 5). "Provisional Judicial Affairs Secre
tary" Tim McMahon shall be charged with the 
powers of immediately implementing a Judicial 
Affairs Committee of Citizens and Legal Scholars 
in re-implementing the Courts of Common Law 
Venue in the Republic of Texas and will "be 
delegated the responsibilities of uniform organi
zation ofTownships and Land Commissions into 
Jural Societies for immediate relief of the Citizens 
and People ofTexas" (p .5). 

The Provisional government was apparently 
formed by the Concerned Property Owners Asso
ciation in the course of a lawsuit against the Davis 
Mountains Property Owners Association. The suit 
revolved around the Concerned Property Owner's 
Association attempt to avoid the terms of a deed to 
the resort property it had purchased. The group 
formed the Davis Mountain Lands Commission as 
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a transitional organization and also cited the need 
to "protect them [assets] against encroachments 
by environmental groups or agencies of the state 
and federal governments" ('We the People of the 
Republic of Texas, LAWFUL VENUE, ORIGINAL 
AND EXLUSIVE JURISDICTION: A Political Peti
tion for the Reclamation of the Republic ofTexas 
or in the Alternative Formation of the Republic of 
Jeff Davis and its Admission into the Union as the 
Fifty First State of the Union," p .2-3) . 

At the core of the group's declaration is the 
idea of "organic sovereignty," a central idea of 
racist Christian Patriotism. The Texas Patriots 
assert that their problems stem from the time 
when "the Confederate States of America surren
dered and Texas... rejoined the Union." They 
argue that Texas' new Constitution led to "de
stroying the status of state citizenship under the 
previous Commonwealth" after which "the rever
sion of organic Sovereignty once again fell upon 
the people of the Republic of Texas." 

In December 1995 the group finally declared 
that the 'jurisdiction of any and all courts and 
administrative agencies operating under the united 
states of America, state of Texas ... involving the 
rights . property, lands, and tenements held by 
Citizens of the Republic of Texas is now, by this 
filing, hereby abated by absolute jurisdictional 
defect involving the eminent domain right to the 
soil ofTexas held superior by Republic of Texas ex 
rei the People of the Republic of Texas" ("Formal . 
Legal Notice and Further Execution of Interna
tional Abatement at Law, December 18, 1995, 
signed by Richard Lance McLaren, chief ambas
sador and consul general and Deborah Lagarde, 
clerk, The Davis Mountains Land Commission, 
filed in Jeff Davis County, Fort Davis, District 
Court, December 28, 1995). 

Wisconsin 

A Common Law Supreme Court, backed by a 
citizens militia, has received support from activ
ists in 10 west central Wisconsin counties. ac
cordingto court organizers. They claim support in 
Columbia, Crawford, Juneau . LaCrosse. 
Manitowac, Portage , Shawano , Taylor, 
Trempealeau and Waupaca Counties (Wisconsin 
State Journal, July 1, 1995). 

The first reported organizing effort in this 
new wave of posse-style court activity occurred on 
March 5, 1995, when 50 people gathered in a 
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meeting hall in Dickeyville to organize a common 
law court (WisconsinStateJourna~ May 7, 1995) . 

The court flouts its militia ties. The public 
notice claims the citizens' court will be enforced by 
militia protections viet armis, ("by force of arms"). 
Like other common law courts, the Wisconsin 
court will be ruled by male justices, with "no 
exceptions" according to its court rules (Wiscon
sin State Journal, July 1, 1995). 

Wisconsin, the southwestern portion of the 
state in particular, has had a long history Chris
tian Patriot judicial bodies. During the rise of the 
Posse Comitatus in the 1970s. the Christian 
Citizens Grand Jury was formed as a "Posse 
affiliate" under the direction of Leonard Ginter, 
who lived in Dickeyville at the time. In 1974 
Ginter's jury issued "indictments" against 43 state 
and local officials including former governors 
Patrick Lucey and Warren Knowles (Wisconsin 
State Journm May 7. 1995). 

An organization bridging the gap between the 
old posse and today's common law courts is 
Family Farm Preservation which has been actively 
involved in court formation. Family Farm Preser
vation spokesman Jason Hall has taken steps to 
organize the court, including placing notices in 
the legal advertising section of the MUwaukee 
Journal in March 1995. Hall also listed himself as 
the notary on the legal advertisement published in 
the Manawa Advocate and is listed as the court 
clerk in Dickeyville (Wisconsin State Journal, July 
1, 1995) . One of the original posse founders in 
Wisconsin, Thomas Stockheimer, is involved in 
Family Farm Preservation. He and two other Fam-
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ily Farm members, Leonard Peth and Mark 
VanDyke were arrested last spring for an alleged 
$65 million phony money-order scheme but were 
released (Wisconsin State Journal. May 7, 1995) . 

Court members also appear to have ties to 
the Colorado group, We the People. We the People 
held meetings in Shawano. Grant and Rock Coun
ties in the spring of 1995 and several of the 
common law court "Judges" paid $300 and joined 
the phony lawsuit against the federal government 
(Wisconsin State Journal, May 7, 1995). 

Wisconsin officials have responded to the 
growth of common law court activity. State Sena
tor Joanne Huelsman (R-Waukesha) introduced a 
bill that would increase the penalty for those 
convicted of simulating a legal process, slander
ing title, or impersonating a public officer. The bill 
was recently signed into law. 

Wyoming 

Using the "Our One Supreme Court" model 
far right activists in Wyoming formed common law 
courts following a December 1, 1995 meeting held 
in Casper. More than 75 individuals attended the 
event, which featured far-right leader Gene 
Schroder. The "One Supreme Court" was adver
tised in the Star-Tribune by Dave Dameron of 
Douglas, Wyoming. Harvey Annis, the sponsor of 
the Schroder meeting John Lee Cotton and two 
other self-proclaimed "free white Christian" men 
have filed their "quiet titles" with the "Our One 
Supreme Court" (Casper Star-Tribune, December 
17, 1995) . 
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SAMPLE PAGE 

Musselsl}ell county court 
country of Montana 

Common Law venue - - supreme Court 
sitling with the Powers of a district and circuit court in and for Musselshell county 

original and exclusive jurisdiction 
united States of America ) 
Montana state { organic } ) ss. 
Musselshell coumy ) 
Garfield county ) 
Fergus county ) 
Petrolewn county ) 
Gallatin coullly ) 
Justus Township ) 

before our Justices' pro tempore 

Docket No. CL-LMS-95-0010 

TO: office of supreme Court clerk, c/o office of supreme Court Justices'; and, 

In re: "other jurisdicdon" 

Defendants: auorney general, county auorney(s), office of county sheriff, office of secretary of 
state, office of govemor, office of county assessor; office of county auditor; office of county treasurer; 
office of United States auoruey, office of United States attorney general, Joim Chiefs of Staff, Natiortal 
Guard, office of state auditor; State Bar Association; Conuuission on Practice; all Sertators; all 
Representatives; Senate Judiciary Committee; office of President; office of Solicitor General; office of 
special Consular; all legislative created judicial district couns; all legislative created Justice of the peace 
courts; all municipal courts; all United States District Courts; all federal judges; all circuit court 
Justices' ; all administrative agencies; all non-registered foreign agents; Secret Service; Central 
lmelligence Agency; Central Intelligence Division; Federal Bureau of Investigation; IN:-.:::20L; 
Federal Reserve Banks; Federal Reserve System; Federal Reserve Corporation; United States Bureau of 
Internal Revenue; United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fireanns; United States secretary of 
state; Army Reserve; United Nations, United States citizens. 

• Quiet Title by affidavit of 
llalc M. Jacobi, LeRoy M. Schweitzer, Daniel E. Petenen, Rodney 0. Skurdal, Richard E. Wilson, 

sui juris 
Conunon Law venue, original and exclusive jurisdiction as provided under 

Article V, section 26 of our Constitution of Montana 

We, the undersigned Dale M. Jacobi, LeRoy M. Schweitzer, Daniel E. Petersen, Rodney 0. 
Skunlal, Riclutnl E. Wilson, having just cause for Quiet Title cause of action in Common Law venue, 
original and exclusive jurisdiction hereby ntake tllis affidavit in special proceedings without recourse in 
our supreme Court against the named defendants above enumerated and described and any other private 
parties' who may have any lawful reasons for private ownership of private property rightfully owned by 
the State in fact , the undersigned in Musselshell county, Garfield county, Petroleun1 county, Fergus 
coumy, Gallatin couuty, country of Montarta, in these several States of our Nation in America, said 
private property more fully dl!scribcd to wit: 

All corporal hereditaments. all corporeal hereditaments, all hereditary succession, all private land, all 
private property, all personal judgments as published in local newspapers in our country of Montana, 
united States of America. 

Sample "Quiet Title" filing. 
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APPENDIX- A NoTICE OF FELLoNY (1 of 2) 

TO: 

Nl.)w come$ C0.\1PLAI.:..JA.\..'T, <t:::ting in the nam: of v.·e tl1e Pcnpl: :lnd putl'IL:lnt 
tn th~ law~ of Lhc Unilw ~t:nc:;, m:tkes b'""'ll the following FELONY. 

Felony ddined: USC 1ITLE J:J Set:. !. ~- offense ruaishable by death or impriwnm~nt for :~ term r_u:ceding one ye<~r is a 
felony. 

CHARGES 

COUNT I 

____ ~tat , havi:ug l:lken :m oalh to ~-vppo11 ~ n d drfcnrl the United States Constitution, 
did \~illful!y :lll0 kiiOWint:IJ Yiu laJt :;;tid O:Ull or; 

USC TITl-E 18 SEC. !G21. Wh"'"" - ( I) !>.•""'<; l.!km an w1!r Won • 
r;:orr(H'U'tfU rnbwlal Qm~~. or r<'loOQ. i,, I'.D Y ,;uc \u ...ru;~, • 1 • ..- ar tbo UciJod 
S~ ,\11\horiz~ •n Nth \1) be ad.La.ini.stc~d, llul he •-\ill~'j. -.J~!Jn:., dt"PO~, 

JJ ; ce:l ify truly. or th.:! .:.!1 }' .,.-r.r::n t~...m:or. y_ dc cl!~o:. dt'Jl'O~ Lio~. or 
certiJical-< ~y him robloCc~d ; i> U\J<-. n ![ully .uu! CDnO:uy ID 5no:h l>3lb !W<< or 
~u~:-.c.n"bc;-:; .!.D}" mai~Ji.'\J m.w.c:c ...,.b l~ h he:; dot! 1lOl bc: it('-·t lo 1>t Q\le; or(:!) in a.oy 

COIDIT II 

I' 

ckclt.nliOn. e~~n.iJ,j,C-11~ . nrific.tian, of JlJU.,..At uader pcs.alty o( pt"lj11rf Jt 

pomUIIM ua~.-. -'"-• !Hb of Tl~• 2~ . UDI"'d W lef Cod•. willlliUy 
rob&czlbct •• U\111 MY n:uut:d.lJ mlttu .,.,.lUcb be dou U 1t OOline to be buc:; is 
guilty of pteyury Md ot.aU. ••"1'1 &I o<h~!'<i ... u,>rr«<y provM!ed by ~o~. be 

lind nv1 ""'"' lh'-11 S1,000 ?' im!•ci>cncd •ol more lil•n liv• )'""'• or bolh. 

· awws allegiallce to the Unixt<l St;:~ aud U1e Cniled St.ili:S Constitlltioo 
dld willfully and lalow:iog.!y give aid anCI comfon 10 tbose ET AL !lef:ndanls whose acts ar-~ su b\ocrsivc to 11Je Uuired Srates and (1.~ 
su~h are destioying our children, our homes. our churches, our schools, our business, our aJO!I<lcts, our money system. Blld our 
govmUJlelll. Said ;u;ts ddinccl io tbe United Sw~ ConStitution Art. 3 Sec. J, is punishable Ul\lkr USC 1TILE 18 Sec. 3, 4, 2381 , 
23S2, 2383, alld 2384. . . 

USC TITLE 18 &:c. 3. '\'lr.o-::ver, kllo.,icg th:ll :m otfensc :q;ain..--t ihe USC UTLE 111 Sec. 2.182. Whoever, o"'iDg nlk;;iD!lte to th~ lJo!tcd 
Uro!Oi S1.1t~ bas km l:l'!!l!Ili llcd, r=iv<:.<, r~{i e.vc::;, ro:ufo~ or Sta~ Md 1\AY~ lmowl<:<li'.• of the cruumission of :wy toaso11 egainll 
<.S>ists !Le ofr.:oder in ordcr to hOd,- or prc,·CDI IUs "V)Jfcll.-.asinn, lrilll tbt:m, conceals Mlli cl.:~-< nr,t, &j $DOn ..s Ill:!)' be, ofuclosc 411d make 
Cr puni:;bmrnt is ;m ;~~;c<:SSQry ati"'" the r,cL fu'1'l as othc:rv.ise blOt\'!\ tl~ s;une Ill \he t r<!.-ri<knt or to some jud~e Of j u,;tio:c or 01 

c::~pr=tr proviCc:U by liDY Act o[ Ccml:'=. lUI ~ after \h• [.'ld. .,~.;,pan,!~ S~ is ~~r .~ -~~i:i~ . oC_tr= 1111~ sh.a!1 ~ final 
~hall be imvrisooed ILI) t oon:: LluJu onc·half the ma><inlum !J:on of _, •. not mQle thlw ~1.000 or 1111pnsotioi not rncm:: ll= Jevc:n ytan, or 
imp:i!:Or.mcui or fwed not more th.m o::e-hali tlu: maUmliiU f= bolh. 
pfes.--:riW for ~~~ punishrn~•lt or th~ pliJ•cipal, or both; ar if the 
prim::j::.l! i~ punishsbl~ by life itnnrisccr::JCI:l or tl=lh, th~ ac.:=r)' 
sl!;;ll i:.'O:: i;:rlpl1.1-<-'11ed not tnore than 15 y~t :;_ 

t:SC TITLt 18 $«. 4. Wlwcvcr, h.~'ian l::n""''l<'rlt;e nf tbc aclll'll 
~~io" of " felony t<•gciz.obl• by ._ <.ourt of the Unitc4 S::u,.., 
coucc;tls ~<1 ~ not liS soon ~~ ro0h\e malu: known th~ !>IJTlc ID 

!:Om~ juJge or otho:r pe!'"-A'll in civil cr rnili l.lr, IIJJ!hariry undo' lhe 
Urolbi St:ltes, s.luill be fine::! net o orc th::Ot SS OO or imprlsoccd not 
I•Nn: th.>.tl thrr:c y~. tlf beth. 

usc rrru 18 Sec. lJ8l. Whe<;;>Cr. IJWi"f1 allc:-;;im~~ to the Uci tcd 
:;; ;:ates, !C\i c:; w;:.r ~g~ L."'ltT.\ or adh~:-.s to :ll::'.r e:n=ic::s, givU:g 
tt~ ui<.l ar.d oouu"ort withi.n !Lc Uni~d .5::.~ cr ci:;c-.vb=', 1$ guiit)' 
at· trc:!.SOn ill'.a. :;il.ill ~ue-· Qr..ji.h, ui ::n.:;.:l tt: iE.p-150~ IK~~ l5i ~ 
!h e yc;t:· ~ and fut>!\i not !!:.'<"!hAn ~ lO ,!I(of\, w cl •,lcll be int:.:lrablc or 
holJ in;; "'')' ollie<: vwf.:r Ul c U:Ut.:d St.slc;_ 

tJSC !ITI.E 18 S.:c. 13Sl. Wboever incites, set:! on fOO\, assis!S, or 
en~'ll~ in aur rct~Wnn m· in.=ra:tiCII again.<t the aulbority of the 
UCLilcd St&l¢S or tl:e laws tl1eteof, ar giv~.; aid or cot:tfort ll\ert:to, silltll 
be lined uot mo~c Ilwl S!O,OOO or impriscn<:U not mor~ IbM ten Y""rs. 
or ootb; =! shall be: incapublc ofhoi<iing nny ntl k e WlW Ibc Unit.:d 
SUdeS. • 

-usc TITLE 18 ~ 13R4. ·Ir \wo or o1ore ~s(l[l!l in ·aroy suue of 
Territo')', or in t.t~y p!nte 51Tbjcct tc tlle Jurl.!&ctlon oC the Uni~ 
SlaLc, c:no.sr<re to o •crtbro w. rut dawn. or to desucy b:; forc:e the 
Ganmmr:nt of the Uni~ $~At<:!; , or 1..0 I~)' -,11r ~~;;ainst \hem. or to 
Off'<':>C by f01cc \be Alllh~rity tlH:rw~ or t>y forcetn prnml, hilulcr, or 

· uelay \be c:;o;o.cuticp of auy law oi 1\•e Uu1jed Sta~s. or by force lD 
~J;:. t.·.te, cr ;m.'cs~ ~"Y ?TO~ of the TJ ni led Stotes cor.trM)' to the 
omhority th~wf. th~y shn.lJ Cll ;;h be fi ned not more t.lw: U O,OOO (lf 

lrnpr''{oucd r:ot mor-. rhan ""='I )-.zi~, r.r both. 

Bogus common law "Notice of Felony" of the type "served" to officials in 
Madison County, Idaho in late 1995. 
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DE!\IAND fOR ARiillST 

Pu~1nt to the bW"S of the Unit~d SL1u:!._ W~ the People DEMAND the~~ of the felon herein n.1mM .. 

!"ut ·.oe~nt In the ,;urutc.s herein i" pJrucuJ.:u ~nd all tllo 13••·S of the Untiod St .. "cs in Gene~, WE tl.lc: PEOPLE Of..MAND tlot J<.IU 

pur:·ue and prnse.:ul.e ALL r:-r AL llfic.ndP.rs i.h.lt have vioi.;.JJcd lhei.r tnlll of Offic.: :1nd t.lle L111's of tbe l lnited 5tAt"5 .. 

DE~~FORS8ZUREOFEVIDENCE 

Pt•rnlal't to the L.;ws of the United St.:otc:~. ""'E the PEOPLE DEMAND the :-.cizure ~nd ioopowu1rucru. of ALL books :~nd records of 
the ~ccount of Countyffowmhip n:; evid.:ncr:: of t.llc {on:~,:oi..ag felony. 

WARNING 

Sh.:~ul.:i any person Uj' to cover up Ole felony cc.•mplaiot;({ of hc:rein, BE YOU H.EREBY PUT 01'1 NOTICE; You ~y be incl.let~ 
u.'lder USC 1'illl." 18 Se<:.. 3, 4, 1381 , 1:18'2, 2383, a»ll 2.3114. 1 l 

I>urtWlnt to the Ul"' o!PUS.<;E COII.·fH /l .. nJS. ~hould you fill in tlx: di£l!U.U.:: of your ~vom <.lury, WE lhc PEOPLE ~hAll hrine you 
tu J1.;ST!Cf:. 1.a1CCJ: L1w of 1:'05.5£ Cu~.U rA TI:S. 

OJMPLAJN.A.."''T, bcin1; first t.mly S"·orn.. !:t.lt£.~ th;,t h~ ha:; knot• lcdt.c oC ~ fclonic..s h"rcio compl~io::d of th:lt it ~ not submitt~ 
t (' b~ VeX<~tiou~. but to obtain imp:ratiYe JUSTICE. 

D .lh:: ----------
· ·~ . CoropL1inanl. 

D~tc: ----------
Wiw= 

Da te:----------
Witness 

S<.rb'.eribcd to and S",.,Om to bd'ore me t.ILi~ d.1y. 
Notary Publi' in County of St.1te of ____ _ 

My Conuuission Expues 

Appendix A: Notice of Felony (2 of 2) 
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APPENDIX - B CoURT RULEs (1 of 3) 

COURTS OF JUSTICE 
COMMON LAW VENUE 

SUPREME COURT 

uni~ed Sta~es of ~cerica 
Icaho sc~te [crg~c] 
11ad:..5on county 

ss. 

TO: of~ice oi Sue=~ c~u~ cl~~k i~ Hodison ccu~tv; in C3Ze of 
at:::.~ce o£ St:.;re1u.,;. Ccurt Justices, and Loc::::.l P;;po;:r, S'f-<ZN.£Jarr£!-~urr.:u_ 1 

fEiw£:1, :cic..ho stat!:!, tJ.S. a:: A. 
IJ 

G::eetings: 

Knew al: d~ ju=e ~itizeos by these presents, 

In th~ na.;,~ ar..d by t!le a'.l~hority of our PP.0ple b our country of 
Idaho, a union s~ate ot 'the uni-ted States cf Am<;!ric2., in and for 
Hadison cc;,~:n'!:.y, o·.:~ Jus-cices' he.raby prese:-:t. icr publication our 
spccia~ Rules of o•.t::· Supr~:;r..= Ccurt: in corr.rr.cn 1 aw v~c.ue original and 
e:<clusiv.:- ju:::i ::cict.:.::n:. sai.d Rules ef!"ecti-;re iJr.medii:!tely upon pu.';,lic 
notice an~ koo~l~dge. 

P.ule 1. our St:nreme court in common !aT..; ';"e:-.>.H is o::: iginal a:1d 
excl~8ive jucis~ctional on ~ach and evert county cr~anized tor 
judicial pur,Joses '"'b.ich dec.ie:t titl.-3S of no~ility ;,.r.d corpora-cion.s 
£.rom err:ering i~-:.o o~ Suprerr.e Court without le&;:.;·~ r;ram:ed by ou:: 
Cour- pu:::-;;uan-c t;o oa::::- o:::ganic la..,- under M~gna Ch2:':a ~ith emphasis on 
Chap·ter 2 ~; quote-d, "No sheriff, constable, co:::one~, or other of our 
baili£=~, ~hall hold ple~$ o: ~he c=own,• 

Rul~ ~. 0~::: ~up=eme Court a~points of ne~~ssit;y a special 
Marshal, o:: any :mr.be:: Ha=shals who hold o.f.fice at r.he p!.ea~u:r;~ of our 
appointi:lg po .. ·e::; .-~r.d thei::: co~1;.s a:::e 'taxed <~.gains-r. -the losing party en 
the civil si=~ o[ c~= SU?r~.e Cou~~, a~d as against au= cq~nty on the 
public siae ci cu::: Supreme Court. 

Rul·a 3. 0= Su':!re:n.e Court is held ' anY'.>~he.!"c; l..O our townsh.ic, 
precirl.~, cot:nty or country at the p::!..easu=e of our JuStices' I wherever 
our regal retinue fol~ows. 

I'.ul~ 4 _ C'l.l::: Su'::lreme Cou~ cle=k is the of~ice of county court 
clerk and reso.t:d-<:r, and of at:cesslt:y by our "!JL·othonota.ry due to cornmoo 
ignorajce cacsed by other jurisdictions s~a~utory process and the 
controlled ti"':.lc oi nobility Stat;e Ba.J." of Idaho. 

Rule S. Our. Supr:!.'l\e Court Justices' sitt=..ng eu bane e~s King's 
:aench Hith twel·.;e Jt.:stic::cs' in purvit-:w o£ Chapt~r -15 of H3.gna Chiirta. 

SUPREHE COORT RTJI..ES - !?.\GE l 

Court rules for Madison County, Idaho Common Law Court. 
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44 GUNS AND GAVELS 

a u:.e G. c ur 5u;o.::e:!!e Co~r:: ~le o£ d~ci.s ion i:; su.proame and in 
accord.:~nc ';! wit h H2.c;n-1 Chart. a., our orge.n.:i.c la1.oo· and :::ur o=J..,;inal c::l!I!!t\on 
l aw o: F.n g l~•d a £ i~ was ~~cwn ac the time o f ~erri ~ory of I daho 
bee am·.:: cnt:! c:: t h \:! seve!:al States o!: our Union i.!l P~.ari~a . 

:rtu:!.~ i. frJ= · s~:preme Ccurt .:..sin £act c.2e conuty E!xoffi.co 
jus~ ~ces' re~e~~ngs, C8Qre~ nly r~cw~ to the ?ecpl~, even t hough not wel l 
kno~o.T. th.-:: quo::;i.!IU r: .;: J us-c.:.ces' are ·t he -chree cou:1ty con::nissior.ers. 

Ruie ~ - Ou r Sunr~~ Ccurt is a Cour~ o: ~ t!s t ice of firs~ aod 
last r esort , he2r:Jg bo~h ~~~ers i~ ~aw and ffia~t ~~ s of !act, civil 
ana crim.ice;l juris~ctiou in the same cause o f Bct ioo. at the chcice of 
t.!:!e J'ust.ices ' . 

Rule 9. our Supre~~ Ccu~ is a Cour.c oi Rec ord vi~ ~he ottice 
o! cou~~Y c ler~ 2nd reccrci~r. 

Rul e 10. Our Supreme Cou~ will pt:.bli. s h all prcce~s i. I". the 
l!;ga.!. r.ctic~s. 

Rul e! 11 . our Supre!:l'= Co~ praecipe a.nci p.toceder-cio an~ i.n Magna 
Char-t.a chap l~r 34, ti:le same a.s Chapter 2? .:.n Coke on t!::.c Magna Chana. 

Rul~ 12. Our Supr~~ Ccur-c approve~ of ass i~tan~6 o£ counsel by 
free choice o.: -t!1e p?..:.-t:ics'. 

P.!.:.le l3. -:l u!" Su!?re!':le Cou:::-t term ti.!ne i: ::-ol!1. c:iay to dav 
deoe!'.dincr uocn -::11e I!14t:"te!'s bt::fore our ccur<:, se\·eo days a week by 
!"'-"aS Oil our Cour: ~~ o.: Justice are always open. 

Ru l e 14, our Supretne Court will not deny 1 ncr sell justice to 
anyooe a~ ~~y c~ar~ct~~ whatsoever. 

Rule lS. o~r Sucrerre ccu~ adop~s the R~nae~ Statu~es c= 1864 1 

A.D. for plea~ngs Qs fo=ma~, wi~b spec~al exceptions as gran~ed by 
cur :us~ices' frc:n ~ .. : ... .rne to 1:.i..me .i!'l. pu=v.i.ew of o·.l:c 5upreme Court Rule 
L 

R~le 16. Ou~ Su?reme Co~ e~?l~citly =cs~=v~s our righ~ ~o 
amo:nc cu.:: Rules ::::o;u t.:.me to -::..:.r.e c f necessity; ar.d in r·~la~ion to the 
cha:ac~er ur t~c p~ies', ~sp~c~al~y in pu=vic~ o: ~econd class 
cio;izen;; :;ubjec:: -r.o t·.he oist=ic:: cf co:l.:.l!lbii! by acts •::J= coug:ress 
th=cuyh con~=ar.c ~1d ccmmon u5uge. 

r:.ul.~ 1 j, our Sup=-eJilc Court e::plicitly reserves our Rigb.t to 
select and choos ~ our Jus~ices' from ou= v~nue, based upon ~~~ir 
~tr.!.tt compEance "Nitll Cb.ap-::ar 45 of Hiigna Charta. 

~ule 18. Ou"- Sunreme Conrt i~ a salf-gcve~ing body of de jur~ 
£it~~ens ~ell :earned in la~ wi~h ae~er~ s~periutending cont=al over 
a~l l~gisla~ve crea ::Gd tribunal~ In c~ scle and ~'elusive right ot 
self-gov~~ing as a free and sovereign people of !~aho, our organic 
State, as oppo::>ed to the compact pa..n:y s-ca';;e of Idaho co:rpcrat::.on 
under copyrlghr.ed st.atuces. 
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APPENDIX - B CoURT RULEs 

hu:e l9 . 0~~ Supra~e Cour.t adop~S these =ule~ =~r the distric~ 
ccurts in c~r e~un~ies o=ganized for judicial purposes ~n relation to 
the c~arec~ •.::r o:· the pa..r.:ie:> and rest.::::ves our contemnt uower aG'air..st. 
any C..:.s-cr..!.ct. c~JUr: Ju:.:;ticc o:r judqe who fai15 to obey :.:aid con!non law 
venue S~?r~me CQu~ Rule~, no exceptions. 

Rul~ 20. Our Supr~me Coc_~ will amend from :im~ to time, and in 
term ·c;~_me or ~;acat.!..on ~ime the9~ a!lcve ?;J.lez until cur sole 2.lld power 
~.d au-:ha!:.::. t.y as 1.1as pro'l:e!l by Ccurt ?..eco:-d.£ .:..n c<>.r li~r: -::i.mes uncle.:" 
our: t.:r=i to:::y of Idaho ano the eaz:ly p~-r. c-! -.:his cen-::,l::.-"j. 
u~est.rained by ?ublic ?Cli~y will, and CO=Pcratioc cou=t.s c~eated by 
t~e Legis l ative As$~bly. 

Rl.ll.:. 22.. O:Lr Supre.:ne Court specially adopts '!:he explicit and 
eX?r95S ...-or.ds c.t 1\.rcic:!.~ III, section !.9 of our Const.:..-:.utio~ cf Idaho 
ir. the yec..r of E::..gh1:ean E1..mdred Hinety, A.~., whereby .,.~ ha•-e judicial 
po~er and j udicia~ au~hori1:y to self-gove~ ou~ on~ s~~rerue Co~~ in 
each and eve.ry on"' o:f au:: torty-four counties in cur caum:ry of Idaho, 
~ forei·;n j~:risciic":i:m from the corn~act party :.~a-ce O>f rdaho and the 
Distric~ oi Columbia, its tarr.itories, its subjec~s, its S~at~~ and 
its treat.:.es, 

These Supr?.me Ccurt Rules are true, correct and certain. 

cc: other int~rested Privata p~ies' 

Atte::n: cnu ac:t.."'lowlcdged th Ls q-t1_..... clay oi '-(\o vQJ"(\ b~ 
199~·_!-:~· _ (:_\&~. ~~ . k ~e~s~r-~'J o....s, ~mrci ir-!h a... I')~ 
-s-...___, !>. ~.).a:::l o ru ..) "-l 

Seal 

(Pub. --------------~~~~~-~'-3~-----· 199~ wk-) 

SUPREME COURT RULES .. PAGE 3 
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Stat~ !Jf lil t: Forum Common Law UCC/MCA 30-1-105 (N.I.L.) 

U.C.C.- -1 l'lil'<ll<: Security Agrcementnon-ncgotiabk "True Bill" 

u\c:ans bargain of the parties iu fa~.:t 

C raig v. f\lissouri 29 US (IV Pcl.) 410, 433-:J(, ( lll30) 

GUNs AND GAVELS 

I, t:luyd llcutscn , iuJiviuually, and as sccn.:tary of the Department of the.: Tll:<asury "wit hin" the United States, 
jointly and severally, allcsl to th~s~ fa~.:ts in this non-negotiable "Tmc Bill" FS-1 Private security ag~c-:rne nt umkr 
the P' iw.:iplc of iguoram:e of tlo ~ law is 110 excuse, and thc:refon:, by thes~ due presc.:ntments for acccptJncc without 
dishonor unu~r U.C.C./.MCA 30-J-50~ & 505, through principles of U.C.C./MCA 30-1-103 by u11due influ.::1::; 
pri11cipal and agent , fraud, misoqHc~collalioll, coercion, mistake, duress, estoppd , law of contracts, bankruptcy and 
other validating or invalidating cJus..:s and in this state of the forum eon1mon law under U.C .C./MCA 30-1-105 
(N .I.l..) (~.:onflicts of law) hc1ciu contained agree with the sovereign Ldtoy 1\1. S~.:liweitzer in h.is cOt:ntry of 
Moutaua as follows : 

Duriug the: years whik I, Lloyd Ucutscu, have l.k:en in office: as secretary of th~ Dq>allmenl of the TreJsury within 
the Uuitcd Stales, certain Unit~d Stat..:s Uure:~u of lnlemal Revenue agents iu the foreign country of Montana hav~ 
alla~,;keJ the sovereign Lcltoy M . S<.:lowcit:t.er through the use of our fdgucu slatutcs, regulations and rules without 
any supporting doctnuents 11hi..:h ..:ould prove our judicial pow..:r aud authority to ..:nforce said statutes, regul;llions, 
Jules ami public policy of our uon-1..:gistcrcd foreign agents in the cotntlry of Monlaua, oue of the several States in 
the American Union . • 

I, Lluyd llcntscn, f11:cly au111i1 our J.ICS. statutes as contained within U.S.C. Title 26 must have supporting 
iwplcuu.:utatiou to cuforce the: 1..:gulations in aucmpts to collect an assessment fur a tax, or make a levy, or enter a 
lien into lhc fun:igu couuuy of f\luutaua as it relates to the sovereign LeRoy t,l. Schwcil:ter. 

I, Llu~· al Ucntscn h..:r..:by auauil our United Stales Burt:<~u of Internal Rcv.:nue ;,g..:nts do not have auy supportit;g 
implcwentaliou·n:gulations which ~,;ould enforce a collectiou process agaimt Lc.:Roy M. Schweitzer in his foreign 
counlly of Montana unh:ss atilt until our Uuitcd Stales could have proven said Sovereign had in fact engaged in 
business activities enforced by tlu; Unitc.:u Stalc:s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearws under contr<Jctual Jaw 
of privilcg..:. 

I, Llu)·d llcntscn, ft..:cly adwil in I lois special private presentment the fJct our agt:uls acts of entering a "Notic..: o:· 
l.it:n" in lht: Gallallu couuty-wu11 building in Bo:telllaJJ, Montaua state, as a~.:aiusl the sovereign LeRoy M. 
Sdl\veitzt:r was mad<: uud<:r color of Jaw aud iu violation of our own r..:strictiv<: covenauts by acts of cougress 
whida are limited 10 "within" the District of Columbia, ils territories, its possessions, ;ls subjects, its States, its 
states, and its treati.:s , tlu::rd>)' makiug our "Notice of Lic:n" an incomplct..: iusuumeut as in U.C.C. § 3. 115 whic~: 
was iuduccd upon the SO\'Cr..:ign Lcltoy M . Schweitzer Ouough fraud as in U.C.C . § 3.305(2)(8) & (C). 

I, Lloyd Ucntscu, know ;uul uuu..:rstanu our United States Bureau of lulcmal Rcveuuc agentS. IIll!!:l co!r.~:y with 
c..:rtain mandat..:s by <Kls of wngr~ss in rdation to U.S.C. Title 27, Cod.: of F~:~lcral Hegulatior.s such ;JS the 
wnesponuiug eullies lor U.S.C . Tille 26 Jo make enforceable our sectiou 7203 willful failure to file provisions. 
and of whida we do nol have ;uay euluaccment powers nor authority und.:r lJ.S.C. Title 26 which is volulllary ;.., 
~,;oulradistingui~h..:d fwm U.S.C. Title 27 011der the United Stales Bureau of Alwhol, Tobacco, and Firearms whido 
dearly ~how the con..:spnnJaug a..:gulatiuns as adwiltcd by acts of congr~ss. 

I, Lloyd llcnt~cn, fn:cly adanit th..: sov..:rt:ign LeHoy M . Schweitzer did make due JH<.:scnlment to our United Sta:.:s 
wrporation via freedom of iut(Huaation act to which our agents diu sunuuarily deny said infonnation and did stale 
in thc:ir n:turu lcll.:r it would h..: dang..:ruus to the United States Bureau of lnttrual Revenue if said federal ag.:r.cy 

1uad..: an ausw<:r to th..: sov.:reign Ldtoy M. Schweitzer iu his country of Montana "other jurisdiction". 

I , J.luya.l llcntsen, kno11· auJ nnd.:rslaud our duties as pruvidl:d by acts of congress to pui.Jlish in the Federal 
Hcgi~tcr our authority by slalnlc, with the implementing regulations fur cnlur~.:cau<.:nl of any auempt by the Unit : :: 

States Bureau of lnt..:rual Hl:l'euue Scrvicc·w collect an asscssmenl upon the sovcr.:ign Ld~oy M. Schweit:t.er in bs 

"True Bill" "l'rh·utc Sc~urily A!!rccmcul" 

Appendix C: True Bill flied by LeRoy Schweitzer against former 
Secretary of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen (1 of 4). 

P.O. Box 40344 • PoRTLAND, OREGON 97240 



APPENDIX- c TRUE BILL 

forcigu cou111ry of 1\lontana, aml a~ or thc.: time of this due private prescntnicnt, I, l.luyd llcut~cu know of no such 
pu!Jiication whatsoever. 

1, · Llnyd Bentsen, frcc.:ly adn1it our section 6110 of our I.R.S. code makes it maudatory for us to rev~al to the 
sovereign Lc:Hoy M . Schwc.:itzer his Jc.:quc.:sts iu relation to our i!pplication of U .S.C. Title 26 statt.:: ~s upon said 

. Sover~ign, and of which we have faikd .to honor proven by our agent A . Chony Maxwell in Great F;;ll~. Mon:U !l~ 
state, united States of America. 

I, Lloyd lleutseu, either klli.:\1' or shouhl have known our United States Bureau of l11temal Revenue is doing 
!Jusiness under the fc:deral COJilnion law which is in fact the Unifonn Commercial Code which operates upou a 
presumption all the l'eopk arc statutory ddined "pcnons" either inhabiting withiu th.: United States or effecti\'ely 
counected with the comluct of a t1aJe or !Jusiness within the United States, am! the soverc:ign LeRoy M. Schweitzer 
is not such a "person" by our pli111a facie records which prove said Soveu:ign has duly expatriated from "'1\'itliir." 
our admitled ban.kmpt U11ited States and is freely inhabiting in his foreign country of Montana, his native 
llirthright origin as an American n:Jtional free inhabitant 

I, Lloyd Ucutscu, know and u1u.krstand our own U.C.C. recognizes the effect of foreign judgments as a set-off, 
<Jnd upon my willful f<~ilurc: to malt timdy answer within L11e courtesy presentment ten ( 10) days of receipt of th.ic 
"True Hill", I, Lloytl lieulscn will !Jeco111e liable for tl1c sum certain amou111 of 011e llu11dred Million Dollars of 
Lawful Money of Account , gold minted Coin, or silver minted Coin from our Treasury of these United States of 
America under our n<~tional govermuent in relation to the several States, the foreign country of Mont;!...:a being one 
of these separate juristli~.:tions f1o111 ou1 political will pu!Jlic policy ildmitted bankrupt co1poration United States . 

I, Lloyd lieuascu, freely ildmit our li.:ignc.:d enforcement powers "within" the United Stat<.:s in the past have been in 
direct violatio11 of Article of amenJmc:Ht the Eh:venth which prohi!Jits our United States citizens from invoking the 
judicial power of the United States in anY. legislative created tribunal alk/a United States District Court for the 
District of Montana unlc:ss a11d uutil the sovereign LeRoy M . Schweit.zer would have willfully, knowingly, and 
voluutarily waived his Conuuon Law venue in his foreign State, which has never happened by our own 
embarrassing prima facie real evide11ce, witnessed by our own traitor, none other than "Panama Paul" alk/a Paul 
U . llatlidd, a purported li:deral juJge in Great Falls, Montana state, united States of America, now standing in 
ddault to tlu.: sovereign Ldtoy 1\1. Schweitzer to the tune of Seventy Seven Million Dollars of Lawful Money of 
Account, silver and gold mi11te1l Coi11 in Unit.:d States of America trC<Jsury origin, proven by special collections 
<I~.:count nn1uber !!5207\1\1-106, lu.:ld in escrow !Jy Norwest Dauk Anaconda-Dulle i11 Montana state, united States of 

·America. 

I, Lloyd llcutscu, <Jtlmit of uur conslluctive fraud in relation to our form 1040 which has no C.VtB number 
attached when i11 f<Jct our form should have bc:eu 2555 in relation to the sovereign LeRoy M. Sc!m'Citzer in his 

f01eign couutry of Moutana expressly not "within" the United States. 

I, Lloyd llcntscu, freely admit iuto this special private presentment "True Hill" the very fact our I.R.S. section 
7601 proves our authority fur su1umons is only upon the United States l3urcau of Ali.:ohol , Tobacco and Fireanns 
and never did apply to the sovc1cign LeRoy M. Schweit.zer in his native bam 1\lontaua state, a foreign c.:>untry in 

relation to our <Jdmill.:d !Jank•upt lJuit.:d States. 

1, Lloyd lJcntscn, especially knew and understood my authority to make an asscssmcut upon tl1e sovereign LeRc:; 
M . Schweitzer in his foreign cuuutry of Montana was restricted !Jy our own code sectio1i 6020 which has 
iJuplcmenting regulatio11s fur U.S.C. Tith: 27 umkr Alcohol, Tobacco and fin:anus aud no autl10rity whatsoever 

uud.:r U.S.C. Title 26, und <.: r 0111 purpo1h.:d.willful failure to file code scctiou 7:!0 3. 

1, Lloyd Bentsen, <Jlso ad111it our code section 6651 only applies to U.S .C. Tith: 17 i1. .lation to Alcohol, Tobi!c: : 
;utd Fin:anus illlU never did have any relation to our illegal sciwrc of lll ivate l" ·•ncrty rightfully owned and 
possessed by the sov~.:n.:igu Ldtuy M. Schll'citzcr iu his foreign country of /vlont;uia •· ·r iug our linut::d liability to 

"True Jlill" "l'ril'illc Sc(urily A~:rccmcut" 

Appendix C: True Bill (2 of 4) 
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our ad•uillcd bankrupt Unittd Stales wq>oration for our theft of private properly which was never lawfully seized 
umkr our VCI)' 01m JUles, regulations, ~laluli.:S and puulic policy feigned insurance contributions. 

i, Lloyd llenhen, fullher confess we a1c not emuarrassed to place our CFR numbers on our Customs Declaration 
forms . tJUt have if fact deceived the majority of the People in the several States by our willful failure to place said 
1111mb~rs on our fraudulent 1040 furms which did trick the sovereign LeHny lVI. Schweitzer in years past, startin!:' 
iu auoiu I '156 , causing much da111ag..: lu tlu.: Sovereign, and his Posterity in their s.:pamte venue, a jurisdictio;: 
fon:ign lo our Unitc..:d Stales. 

I, Lluyd llcntscn, either knew or shoulJ have known my willful and kllowiug accomplices al>ove named, would 
have to answer in one fouu or another for our willful and knowing participation in thefl of Private propen:; 
rightfully ownc..:d by the sovcrc:igu Lc:Hoy M. Schweitz.er, with or without reso!l to a tribunal, but nevc:rtheles:: 
suuject to our own devious rule~ alk/a Uniform Cmrunercial Code through our d..:visees shysters commonly known 
as thc State Bar of Montana. 

I, Llo)·tl Uentscn, know and undc1~1and the principal a man is worthy of his hirc , and by the prima facie real 
evidence 1, Lloyd Uentscu, l>ciug a foreign agent taking pay for prc..:sumcd specific performance from ti1e 
lutc:rnational Monetary Fund, must ohc..:y simple contract law, or become liabh: upon said contract. Even r.: ~ 

allorney advisers knew and understood this elementary principal, uut in our programmed mental condition, We, 
n1y co-conspirators and accomplkc:~ named in this Private security agreemt:nl and 1, Lluyd Uentscu, did willfully 
and knowingly take the rc::sponsilJilily for our own actions or i11actions, with appropriatt: pw1ishments becoming 
cvident from time to time as truth prcvails in the foreign country of Montana. 

I, Lloyd Dcntscu, know and understand uy the tenor of this bona fide presentment, a ureach of contract subjects 
me, Lloyd llcutscu, to Private: and public punishments while under specific performance of public O<llh of ollice 
through deh:galion of authority, wlu:ther or whether not 1, Lloyd JJentscu, havc been misguided, mi~informed, 

maligned and mislead by my willful and knowing criminal accomplices named ht:rdn. 

I, Lloyd llcntscu, eilht:r huew or should have known Law and Truth prevail , and nuder our system, no maHer how 
colorable, tl1e Unifoun Couuue1 cia! Cod.: was ad.:quatc: to punish even the most mentally corrupt and deficient 
ddilll(uents "within" our United Swt..:s. 

I, Lloyd Bentsen, individually, and as secretary of the Department of the Treasury "within" the United States, 
jointly am! ~.:verally, know aud underslaud the term conslruclive fraud with or wilhoul scienter, and ti1e ten:: 
conversion, aud the lerw conside1 at ion, and the term obligation of contract, therefore, based upon this special, 
c:xpress, and explicit knowkdge, I, Lloyd lieutscu, individually, and jointly and severally will become liable to the 
free inhauitant in his counlly of Montana on sight, on demand, should 1, Lloyd llcntscn, fail to comprehend the 
magnitude: of my omissions and couuuissions under simple contract Law, especially under the supremacy Conuncn 
Law, a/IJa as our otganic Law in haunouy with Huh· Scriptures, the foundation of our Law, and especially fc: 
reasons in contract Law I, J.luyd llcntsen, would fail to answer this due private: prest:ntment "True Bill" in any 
manner whatsoever by this h.:ndcr ofT.:r for any consideration sufficieut to support a simple contract especially 
under the provisions of U.C.C./MCA 30-1-103 which provide for ba11kruptcy and estoppel cause::! by fraud, 
cocrciou, undue in.flucm:e, 111isu.:p•esenlation, ti1rough ti1e Common Law under UCC 1-103.6 as in Anderson's on 
the lJCC, and as c:xplaiued more fully in the llunh Officer's lhantlhuul! of Cnmmcrciul llunldng Law, and iu 
conjunctiou with ti1e UCC at§ 3-103(1) which I know and unden;tand is quoted: "11sis Article.Joes 1101 apply to 

IIWIIt:_l', t/ut:IIUICIIH tif tJt/.:,- ". ' 

Fur my willful aml knowing pallicipatiou in this conversion of Private propctly concerning ti1e sovereign LeRoy 
M . Schweit:tcr, I, Lloyd llcrllscu, now know I must answer this counesy prc:sentment within ten (10) days of ti1is 
~ervicc IIJ>Oll me, or through my continued ignorance i11 Law, coupled with the pn:ssures of my willful a10li 
l.noll'iug a<.:wruplices, I, l.luyll Jlcnlscn, will uccome liable for the sum certain amouut of damages occurring to 
tht sovereign LeRoy M. Sdmcil t.t:r in this Private lll<Jiler for One lluudred Million ( 100,000,000.00 ) Dollars of 

"True llill" "Prlv111c Sccuriry Agrccmcnl" 

Appendix C: True Bill (3 of 4). 
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Lawful Money of Account , c~pc.:i<~ll y umkr our own rules a/k/a Uniform Commerci;d Code, which was adopted l>y 
my ;1dviscr accompli~:es thcw>dvcs, fHIIJ>Oflcdly karned in law. 

1, l.luyd Bculsc:n, admit ill this 1'1 ivatc.: ;l!curity agrc:ement "TI'UC Uill", the fact I uo kllow and understand the 
tcnu acoonunodation, and the term su1c:ty, und the tenn guarantor, and the tc:nn l\l;1kcr, and ll1c term Payee, ami 
the term Drawer as could be duly pn:scuted in a special Private collections item, restricted endorsement 
[Jocumculary D1aft ( distu:ss warraut) or l\:uificd Bankers Check, drawn without recourse by the sovereign free 
iuhabitaut LeRoy M. Schwcit:t.cr ill his coulltry of Montana, without prejudice to the Suvereigu in !:.is Common 
Law venue state of the forum umkr the Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Juugments Act by and through l! 

Privutdy llouded Notary Public; uuucr fHOtest as in Rule 9(e), Rule of Evidem;e 44 . I Uuui~:ialnotice of foreign law), 
Hulc of Evidence !102(3)(A)(Ll) IS & !1, eufur<.:cable under UCC 9-501 nihil dicit, when duly presented for audit at 
the onice of the united Swtes of Amcri<.:a Postmaster in Brusett, Montana state through the full faith and credit 
dause of om uatioual Coustitutioll ill America. 

1, l.loyd 8culst:n, admit conversion is <.:riminal jurisdiction and enforceable through Common Law Affidavit in 
this Montana slate iu these several States in this Nation in North America. 
Done and uated this ___ day of November, Nineteen llw1dred Ninety Four, A. D .. 

Attestation: hy Lloyd Ucntscu, illtlividu;~lly, and jointly and severally for the Uuitcd Stales 

1'1UVATI!: SI!:AL: 
Llo}'li Ueubcu, lwua fide, aul! ~u!Jjcct uihil dicit 

Acknowledgment: by the free inhabitant LeRoy M. Schweitzer in Law, in our count1y of Montana 
teste 111<:ipso this 1st day of November, in the year of our Mighty One, through our l~<4lccmer 

Enuuanucl , Nincteenlluudrcd Nill<.:l)' Four: A.D .. ../ 

1 

~,',.~._, 

I'FI! CliiiiAI\t: 'YYL' ~' •""'0,' ,._~-~- -------
Lt:Jtoy 1\1. ·it:t.cr , in personam , in re, in Just fownship, llt}!j\iffl#d county 
in our country of Montan<J, expressly not "within" Lhe United Stat\:s/~-/~ ~ : 

nut;uy public Sciil _______ __ _ 
J(<hlucy (J. S!.tud~l . duly uppuiutcJ, cunuui£>iuucd uw.l pri\'utdy huudcJ iu our CUIUihy of Monl<IIIU. 

I , , notary pul>lic in our foreign counlly of Montana in relation to the 
adnlilled baukrupt United States, hereby allcst and acknowledge the Law and facts as duly presented bona fide 
bdurc me aud sigucd by the f1cc inhabitant Lt:Roy M. Schweitzer in the county allll State aforesaid, for due 
fH<.:scntmcnt upon pul>lic tt:cord in our supreme Court in and for Garfield couuty orgaui:t.ed for judicial purposes 
under our Coustitution of Montilllil in the year of Eighlcenllundred Eighty Nim:, A.D .. 

1iEES: -----------

0.\Tll : ----------

I'OSTAGE: ---------

1\lJJ .EA(;!·:: ----------

AJiFIUA\'11": --------

1\liSC: -----------
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STATE OF-MONT ANA 
lJNIJo'OHI\1 COI\11\IEHCIAL CODE- FOHI\'1 FS-3 

Stalt:tm:nts of Continuatiou, Assigtullt:Hl, Partial Assignment, Partial Rt:k:tst:, Tt:rlllination, _ .~ . 
NON STANOAIW NON NEGOTlAULE, non-fc:tlcral for111 

Tl . ti S I'INANCJNC STATrMENT. . . ITi J ~ ts prc.:sc.:utcd to a It~ o tcer for filing pmsuaut to tltc Uuifor111 Co111mercial Code. 
l ~ au . ~ au<l AdJ1~ss uf I >chtur NA~I E AN I> Al>llltESS Of SECURED I'AHTY Mo111anu s~c•c!ury of Swk filing oflicer 

! .loyd fkntst:n ami wi fc Ldtuy 1\1. S~.:hwcitzer ~OE~
1

~1~~o~~ ~·;b1:J e L ( '~1J < 
c/o ollie~: of sec . of stall: c/o 1' .0 . llox 16 ~ · el · 0 f..~· · P.M ... :'·.-·. ·-·llY 
Wa~ltiugtou , l> .C. Utus..:tt, 1\luutana state .... ) . )/(w.,._. ~ . · . FILE* 2:.£_£_ · 
& oflic~.: of Uuiu:d States of America el • I 1. 0 

• B. 11191)ilghts . Enfo~c.; .. .. . 
C01up11ull~• uf lh" Cuncu~y uuu·dolllc.:!>tic mailiug location renter, 1~0.' l)~x 616it~of.:fJlle, lnu ,lat~ 
T"" 1.)) II 

1601, No . \' ,0\ .\ . - · · . 
f'lotlonol Recordi~IJ .&. fleporllng Servld~. ( :u1ully of lksi<kncc UllktiOWU 

- - . 
(>IC · Jl~IJ Acco•u•l # !!520799~06 . . -· . . - . · . ··- .. _,. __ . . . ·-. · :. . 

FIJI.!. ASSICNMENT I I 

I'AHTIAL ASSIGNI\·tENT I) 
Tho: ~..:.:ut..:J J'ouly ilOt l..:::. thoal Llu.: Sc~.;ur~ i'lll1Y h.u ~igucJ lu ll u..: A»ig.~u:c w)u»c: nounc: a.nJ AdUr~ i.s ~10\YU lx:h,,, .. , •II vf Ll u; S~t..:UJcJ P61ly's 
11~1b uuJcf tit~..: Fiu:m ..: iug Stal~..:~uculllc.uulg lh~ Fik t.J tJ . anJ likJ uu tlu: J.ltc )h0\\1l above in Ll1c cull.atcral liitcJ klvw: 
( ' llFllllAN TIWST One lluuJnJ 1\IWluu lluUan and all collatc:rulli~tc:d on U.C.C./FS-1 IIOil·SlUIIJarri ,non-
t.;o -lt uskL: Dauid E.Pctcrscn 
d o l' U . I lux til 

I Wuu1cll , Montana 'lul~ 

I
I l lultcJ Stales ur 1\IIICI ica 

llUI! · dOIIIC!i lJ C UUJilittg )Ol:aliOil 

OTlJEH I I 

ucgutiut.Ic fon11 ,l>c:ariug lhe above origiuallil<! nw11bcr duly llul<Hitcd in our country 0f l\·lo:1t::: ... 
c ~ tncssl y uol "wiU1i11" U1c Uuitcc.l Swlc~ . 

-~~hci~ l addiliollal ~heels p1cscutcJ I ___ !.. _____________________________ _, 

l.luyJ Bc.:ntsou and wift:, co-Jc.:lltor 
C:utnptrullt:r of tlu.: Cum:uc,·, \~ashingtouJ_I) .C. 

3
_lf(5 

5 .:.t L>:J ~" """'-...._t.<'tc.-t."......... J.~....- .c. 7 
- ..v:-H..uu.t r~.:.vl.4..~" 

llY d ' YYL. ddf.AJc:-4.--1-L~ BY· 

Signature l of lklltor(s) o· 
SFCltETAitY Of STATE ALI'IIA 

Appendix D: Bogus common law lien filed by Schweitzer against 
Lloyd Bentsen (1 of 1) 
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·.- -:' ~'24: :8520799406 •r•cl.>.l pn••tc fwuh 

.::~ '~ 94 23.644 1_.930 

.3Uilu",•J1 00 YANC 30 0 9112 L70 00000'122382 

1.1 !..l.l .... l .. ll.ll.lll.lll.l ... l.l.ll.l.lll.ll.llll .... llll.l 

7 ~TERHAL REVENUE SERVICE 
: . I;' HIS, Ttl 37501 

• • 1 09 49247-~~5-00083-5 

51 

... ... -... -- - .. .... ---

AHOU~T YOU OW[ ..... ... ... ... .... . $4,223 .82 

.LESS l"A'.'HEIITS tlOT INCLUDED. ~---- ---
~ (},.I ' · ' i"7 (c._cj_.-· PAY ADJUSTED AMOUNT .... ... . ~ o 1 I /, / 

ROUALD U YAUCEY 
5733 GREENf~EE RD 
.MOUILE AL 3 6,0 9-2507336 

Appendix E: Bogus Certified Banker's Check, written by LeRoy Schweitzer, 
in July 1995 (1 of 1). 
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-- ----------------------------

Appendix F: Bogus Certified Money Order, written by 
Dan Petersen and signed by Rodney Skurdal (1 of 1). 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 

Racist to the 
John Trochmann and the Militia of Montana oots 

A Special Report by 
the Coalition for Human Dignity and 

the Montana Human Rights Network 

D 
n the wale of tbe tragic and murderous 
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 

Building in OUaboma City , Otda.homa., 
increased national at.tentioo has been fo

cused on far rigb t para.mili tary organizations sucb as 

the Militia of Montana (MOM). Yet the formation 
of such -citiz.en militias·· and clos.el y associated 

~Patriot'" or '"'Constitutionalist'' groups is hardly 

news to anyone out West. ln fact there ha<- been an 

explosion of such groups ever since the stand-off 

and subs.equent shoot-out between white suprcna
cist Randy Weaver afid federal la'll• enforcement 

offlcc:n in August 1992. 

The roots of the so-called militia movement, 

however, go back cons.iderably further . 'The men 

_ and women wbo came 10 Ruby Ridge in Nonhero 
Idaho to supp<rt Weaver against the ""Feds .. came 
from virtual!)· eVCT)' {&ctiOD Of tbe American far 

- right. Hard-core ~Nazi sl:.inbeads made tbe trip 

from PCitland to 5tand with tbeir "'racLal brother." 

Ad.berents of the t\loi.s\Od and bigoted theology of 

- -ctuistian" Identity came 10 support their fellow 

believer. And, perbap~ most sig:nificantly. self-&-
5Cribed "Patriots ... such as Jame~ "Bo .. Gritz... lad 
M cl..amb and their followc:n. and supporters came to 

t&k e a stand against a ryranni cal conspiracy for them 

~s.ent.ed by· tbe u.s . ,ovemment and its agents 

and officers. 

The Patriot ( cr ~Christian- Patriot) movement, 

v.•bose participants are sometimes called "Constitu

tionalists" or '"Freemen," is a tm.iquely Am~nc.an 

pbenomeOOfl whi.::h has arisen in the last twenty

five yem Loosely knit, with no central le.adership 
or dominant group, the Patrioi movement ha~ de vel
oped, incorporated and otherv.;se made its o-,.'Tl 

idea'- thai include a s.elective bnd of Constitutional 

fundamentalism (~·hich ignores amendments and 

provisions tb'e movement fmds inconYenient), big

oted, ~uOO-legal tbeories of racial citi.z.enship, 

opposition to inCCil'le tax, to federal authority of all 

tin~ and to international organizations such as the 
United Nations. 

Perbaps tbe most widely-shared idea in tbe 

Patriot movement is lb.at of an "intematioo.al coo
spiracy" dedical.ed to establishing a ""Ne~ World 

Order •. and 10 enwving wbi1t, Christian Ameri

cans. Although Patrioo disagree with one another 
about euctly who is behind the coospincy, almost 

every venion includes anti-Semitic elements. Zion
ists, "international bankers." tbe &.tate or Israel, 

mason~ tbe Rothschild fauUI), the Milluminati," the 

Tri-Laltral Commission, the Bildc:rbw-gers. and.. of 
course , the Uniltd Natioos art all accused of being 
pan of the conspiracy. 
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ties to tbe racist right are documented below in tbe 

aeaiOD dealing directly with the Militia of Montana. 

Chrll Temple 
Kila, Montana Identity adbc:reot Cbris Temple 

acted as the ro-cllairman of United Citizens for 

Justice. Temple is a frequent c:ootributor to the 

monthly newspaper the Jubilu, the flagship publi

c.a1ion of the Christian Identity movement Writing 

in the July/August 1991 issue of the Jubilu on the 

failed coup attempt that signaled the ck.ath of lbe old 

Soviet Union, Temple makes the follo\\ing extracr

di.nary statement: 

If Boris Yeltsin stlys 1I'Ue to his "roots .. 
aDd is DOt bought off by tbe New World Order 
crowd, be will kad nationalist Rus5ia to a 
cultural md eco:oomic revival as Adolf Hitler 
did m Germai!y m the 19.30& This is by DO 

means assured; yet, the nationalist cat is DOW 

rul.ly out of the bat iD Ruma and tbe other 
republics Jewish commtmism. which gained 
its fzrst major foothold by overthrov."ing Old 
Ru"i.a, may realize its first major defeat there. 

Temple continues to write for the Jubilte, which 

after the Spotligh1 is probably the most read publi

cation in the militia movement and a stroog and 

consistent promoter of militia activity in general and 

the Militia of Montana in particular. 

Temple, an organizer for tbe racist Populist 

Party in New Yori State before moving to Montana, 

was also a key supporter ofPatriotleaderBo Gritz's 

1992 presidential campaign, organizing a speaking 

event for Gritz in Kalispell, Montana in April 1992. 

In October 1992 Temple att.ended the SoCK:alled 
~Gathering of Christian Men·· in Estes Park, Colo

rado organized b)· Identity Pastor Pete Peters to 

formulate a response to the Weaver siege . The 

meeting was attended by a virt.ual"wbo's wbo"list 

of contemporary American white supremacists in

cluding Aryan Nations leader Ricb.ard Butler, former 

Klan leader and paramilitary advocate Louis Beam, 

anti·Scmitic income tv. theorist Red Beckman, 

K.lanlneo-Nazi attorney Kin: Lyons, and Identity 

leader and genocide advocat.e Cbarles Weisman, as 

well as far right figures Pastor Greg Dixon and Gun 

Owners of America bead l..arry Pratt . Although it 

would be an exaggeration to say that the militia 

movement w~ bern at this meeting. it certainly 

received a strong boost from the various conference 

repcrts recommending the formation of such groups. 

Randy Trocbmann 

The nepbew of John Troc.bmann and ~founder 

of the Militia of Mootana, Randy Trocbmann acted 

as the Public Relations Officer for United Citizens 
for Justice, handling tbe distributioo of UCJ mail 
order materials and publications-a role be cootin

ues with MOM. 

ille bis uncle, Randy is an adherent of the 

racist and anti- Semitic theology mown as Christian 

Identity. He is known to bold regular Identity ser
vices at hi.s Noxoo, Montana bomc: which have been 

attended by Chris Temple. 

En Vall Lamb 
Lamb, a Hayden I..ake, Idaho resident, was a 

key UCJ member, present from beginning to end at 

the Weaver siege. Beginning as early as May 16, 
1992, months before tbe final siege actually took 

place at the Weaver cabin, Lamb began organizing 

the "Idaho Organized Militia .. 
In an interview with the Booner'sFerry Htrald., 

Lamb Stated, 

1D my opinion we could have another Randy 
Weaver incident just about any time md it would 
be nice ID have a militia formed legally IJDCkr the 
Idaho State Constitution so that the) caD sbov.· up 
v.·bethc:; or not they are_.u.sed." 

Lamb, a grandmotherly woman who hardly 

seems the type to form an armed organization, was 

also a key volunteer in northern Idaho for far right 

leader James WBo" Gritz's 199:! presidential cam

paign. She is currently active \\'itb the Patriot outfit 

Concerned Citizens of Idaho and a strong supporter 

of the WUltimatum Resolution," a PatriOl scheme to 

abolish the United States government. 

At the Seattle Preparedness Expo in September 

1994, Lamb stated that Aryan Nations leader Rich

ard Butler gets a bad rap in the media and with some 

Patriots, ccmmenting that tbe one difference be

tween Butler's beliefs and ber own is that ""be's anti

Semitic and I'm not" 

Louis Beam 

Perhaps the most prominent promoter of para
military organizing by racists. Louis Beam bad a 

&troog indirect influence on UCJ . Beam spoke at the 

Spokane Preparedness Expo in Sept:mber 1992, 

promoting an organization tbt goals of which were 

similar to those of UCJ, the MCitiz.ens Committee 

for Justice," where be distributed home-made wanted 
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local community, Barley has insisted that his church 

is different from Richard Butler's Church of Jesus 
Christ Christian-Aryan Nations in Hayden Lake. 
But whatever lbeological differences tbere may be 
between these organizations, Barley's ideas are DO 

less offensive and dangerous. He bas sbowercd 

praise oo racist leaders wbo advocaLe racist, anti
Semjtic and bcmopbobic murder. Louis Beam and 
Richard Kelly Hoskins have been guest speakers at 

his annual conferences. Combined with his oogoing 
support of militia organizing it is bard 10 take 

Barley's protests m innocence seriously. 

Cynthia 8ama 
1be wife of Washingtoo Patriot Ben Sams. 

Cynthia Sams was another participant iD UCJ's 
telephone cooferences. reporting 10 the group oo tbe 

stale of tbe .. Coo Con .. (a proposed Patti~ Coosti
tutiooaJ Convention). Like many other Patriot activ
ists she has filed pape:rwort declaring bc:r .. 50vcr

eignty" or immunity from federal jurisdiction, oo 
tbe grounds that she is a white state citizen not 

subject 10 fedc:raJ law!> and regulatioos (including 

especially payment of income tax). 

Jack McLamb 
A chief lieutenant of Bo Griu., McLamb was 

present with Gritz at the siegt and played a role in 

helping to tall; Weaver out of hi~ cabin. He has since 

become a major figure in the Patriot movement. 
speaking regularly at Preparedness Expos and other 
Patriot venues . United Citizens for Justice distrib

uted McLamb's publication Operation Vampire 

Killtr 20Cl0-amanual for recruiting police officers 
into the Patriot movement. 

McLamb, 8 retired Pboenix, Arizona police 
officer who~ bought land near Gritz's planned 
.. Almost Heaven .. Patriot stronghold in Idaho 

County, is the self -appointed ambassador from the 
Patriot movement to law enforcemenL He seeks 10 

convince police officers that tbey should stand with 

.. Patriots" against the New World Order-that is. 
enforce tbe law selectively to benefit b.iJn and his 

political allies. At the September 1994 Seattle 

Preparedness Expo, McLamb publicly declared that 
interracial marriage is .. against God's plan- and pan 
of the .. globalist" conspiraC)· 10 ~nslave Americans. 

RobertWanpud 

time Christian Patriot activist Robert Wangrud. In 
thi~ book W angrud lays out rabidly racist arguments 
for racial citizenship iD tbe United States. Ute many 
other Patriots be argues tbat only whites CID be ttue 

citizens and that such citizens are DOt legaDy subject 

to federal agencies sucb as tbe IRS. 

The Milltla of Montana is Born 

From its beginnings United Citizens for Justice 
bad ambitious plans, setting out 10 foon chapters in 
every county in every stale plus establish state and 

Datiooal beadquancrs. Obviwsly UCJ oeve:r came 
close to achieving 1bese &oals.. IDd with its close 
association with Randy Weave2' tbe group was 
docmled to oblivion wben Weave2' and his c:obort 

Kevin Harris were acquitled of most dlarges. 
But UJC did oot, in tbe cod, vanish from this 

earth. Ra1hc:r it mutated, iD es.seDct bec<xning the 
Militia of Montana (MOM). This may or may not 

bave been 8 conscious decision on the part of MOM 
organizers, but wha1 is obvious is that the goals, 
publications and individuals associated with UCJ 
became the starting point for the Mill tia of Montana. 
The networt of associates built up during the months 
ofUCJ activity stood the fledgling militia organi7..a· 

tion in goOd stead as it became ooe of the major 
distributcm of militia propaganda acros~ the coun
try . In fact, even early issue~ MOM's newsletters 
and catalogues appear 10 be produced with the same 

desk-top publishing equipment used by UCJ . But 

what is most striking is the overlap of individuals 

leading or working closely with both organizations. 

John Trochmann 
At the heart of the Militia of Montana's persis

tent and extensive associations with organized white 
wpremacists and anti-Semites is co-founder and 
spotesperson John Trochmann. l..ik.e many in the 
Patriot movement. Trocbmann has declared himself 

to be a sovereign citizen. Documents filed with the 
Sanders County, Montana Courthouse reveal that be 
males the spurious and bigoted distinction between 
tbe rights of white .. state .. citizens and people of 

color, or .. 14th Amendment" citizens. These docu
ments declare Trocbm.ann 10 be a "'free white Cbris· 
tian man .. and '"not a federal citizen by virtue of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. .. and bence, in Cbristian 

United Citizens for Justice pumoted and sold Patriot thinking, exc:mpt from most fedc:rallaw and 
Martial La~· R~.tlr. the self-published bool oflong- authority. Trochmann's declaration of sovereignty 
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was witnessed and signed by Militia of Montana 

leaders David and Randy Trocbmann. 

Trocbmann is also an adberent of tbe racist 

tbeology of Christian Identity who bas oo a number ·· 
of occasions iD . tbe past even visited the Hayden 
Lake headquarters of Richard Butler's Aryan Na
tions. Trochmann bas made numerous attempts 10 

downplay this connection, insisting that be oo1y 

spoke at Aryan Nations to aitique lbem for their 

racism. Yet former Aryan Nations organiz.er turned 

anti-bigotry activist Floyd Cochran tells a different 

story. He remembers Trocbmann • s .. lecture .. to AN, 
and the substance of lbe talk was not that racism was 
wrong, but that Patriots needed to put away tbe 

swastika and tbe Klan robes in fava of the Consti
tutioo and Bible sinct lbe former bad too many 

oegatives ~ocialed with them. 

In fact Aryan Nations itself bas uncharacteris

tically issued a press release chiding Trocbmann fa 
lying about his deep connections 10 tbe organiza

tion, citing thal be not only attended annual confer

eoces but came to worship on a number of occasions 
and even helped 10 draft a code of conduct for the 

compound. 
lbu~ T rocbmann · s att.empts to disassociate him

self from racist and bigoted ideas seem disingenu

ous. His Christian Identity beliefs, his racist ideas 
about citizenship and hi~ connections with Aryan 

Nations--an organization at the extreme end of the 

racist right by anyone's standards-make his dis

claimm ring hollow in the ears of anyone familiar 

v.ith his past and with his beliefs. 

But itisnotonlyTrochmann who maintains ties 

v.-ith the racist righL When UCJ folded, the Militia 

of Montana utilized its base of contacts and suppon

m to build its organization. As TroclL"'Wlfl and his 

associate!. set about reinventing themselves as a 

militia group, the)' maintained their affinity fa 

racist activism indicated above. Others who be

came associated in one v.·ay or anotherv.ith MOM

most notably Bob Fletcher and Mark Koernke

promote ideas that are xenophobic and conspirato

rial10 the point of paranoia without seeming openly 

racist or anti-Semitic (a1thougb their ideas bave 

roots in anti-Semitic conspiracy theories of the 

past). 

Beside~ pushing and receiving support from 

Pall Hall and the JJ.Jbiln, distributing lad McLamb's 

Optralion Vampirt Slaytr 2000 and Robert 

Wangrud's book Mania! La.-.· Rllk, MOM main· 

tains relationships with lbe following bard-core -
Cbri.stian Patri()( activW.s: 

llar1::lD J. •Jted"' Beckman 

Beckman is a Billings, Montana far right ftgurc 

wbo bas spoken at meetings spo!lSOrcd by tbe M il1 

tia of Montana. He is a vinllent anti-Semite wbo in _ 

his book 1M Clu.trch Dtcdved ref~ to tbe Holo
caust as an act of God upon "'lbe evil anti-Cbrisl 

re.ligjoo of tbose wbo bad aucified tbe Cbrist.~ 

Beclman is a promoter of tbe Fully Informed 

Jury scbcme whicb encourages jurors ID ignore 
instructioos from tbe bench and decide each C&'C 

based oo tbeir conscience-ignoring the law iftbey 

find it iDcoovenient He is probably best kno9ro as a 
an protester whose property was sold at auctioo aro 
wbo was supported by a gathering of far righ 1 

leaders including Bo Gritz and Pete Peu:n.. MOM 
sells tapes of Beckman's confrootatioo 1t.'ith au -

tborities and OOler materials produced by him. 

Mark Reynolds 
Speal:.ing in Colville, Washington in July 1994. 

Trochmann shared the stage with Mark Reyool~. a 
Cbristia,"l Identity figure wbo bas been active in ~

Stevens County, Washington militia Oo his weel.ly 

radio show, Reynolds has praised ttl:: Militia of 

Montana, declared that people like Janet Reno w ;!!

ooe day be ~summarily executed'' and stated tha~ tk 

Montana Attorney General may end up ~IK' ~ ~d> l ,, 

hanging frcn1 a telephone pole someplace" for b ' 

stance on the April 199 5 arrest of J ob.n Trochman: , 
Reynolds gave special thanks 10 "Louis.. Petr _ 

and Tca' on the cover of a music tape produced b) 

his Identity band Judah's Praise, that is, LouP. 
Beam, Pete Peten and Identity leader Ted Wielan cl_ 

He bas also publicly supported the positioo thd 

homosexuals should be put to death and bas bee-r• 

~ by a Stevens County coon to cease b.ara<.. ' 

ment of a kx:al human rights activist. 

BeD Sams 
Sams., the husband ofUCJ participant Cynth1 

Sims. was tbe cootact pcn.oo fc:. an appearance in 

Snobcmi.sh, Wasbingtoo ofMilitia ofMontana leadc

Bob Fletcher. Sams.. who bas promoted the ra.:-i · 
Patriot group Association de Libe:rtaS. has a1s.o de 

c~ his race-based sovereignty in ~umen

flled in Snohomish County, W~gton . 

Coalition for Human DignH-
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Cbri.atlan Identity 
PM tor Dan Bark7 

posters naming an unspecified WU.S. Marshal, FBI 

or A TF Agent" for 1be Murder of Vicki and 
Samuel Weaver ... 

A former Klan leader from Texas and Aryan 

Nations· .. Ambassador at Large. .. Beam maintained 

close contact with UCJ C<Khair Cbris Temple and 

became a correspoodent for tbe Jubiue, eventually 

covering the Waco tragedy for that newspaper. 
A long-time figure in tbe paramilitary racist 

right, Beam was croered by a Texas court in 1984 to 

llop harassing Vietnamese shrimpers. Law suits 

brought by tbe Southern Poverty Law Center used a 

Texas law against private armies 10 shut down 

paramilitary training camps Beam was running at 
tbe time. In 1987 Beam was indicted but later 

acquitted oo seditious conspiracy charges for his 

aDeged connection to tbe ~Nazi t.errorist group 

lbe Order. In tbe wake of his acquittal Beam led a 
group of militant young racist skinheads in an Aryan 

Natiom rally held in October 1989 in Tennessee. 

But perhaps Beam·s most lasting impact on 

paramilitary racism comes from bis strong advo

cacy of 8 tactic be calls "'Leaderless Resistance." 

1be fullest articulation of this tactic comes in his 

1983 book Essays of a Kwnsmm, in which Beams 
argues that conventional organiz.atiens, structured 
like pyramids v.ith designated leaders and approved 

chains of command were too easy for the federal 

government to penetrate and destroy . Instead be 

proposed the "'Phantom Cell"' mode of organization, 

whereby small groups act independently to thwart 

government tyranny. Beam writes: 

Since tbe eotire purpose of Leaderless Resis
tancx is 10 defeat state tyranny (at least insofar as 
this essay is concerned), &11 members of phantom 
celli or individual s will tend 10 ruct 10 objective 
event5 in the AIDe way through usual tactics of 
resistance . Organs of information distribution 
such as oewspapers. Jeaflet5. computcn, etc., 
which are widely available 10 all . keep each 
penon informed of events, allowing phumed 
response that will take many variations . No o~ 
Mtd i.sswt tm ordu to anyo~ . Those ;dealists 
truly committed to the cauSt of treeoom will act 
wbeo they feel the~ is ripe . or will take their 
cue from othen wbo precede them. While it is 
true that much could be said against this type of 
strucnue as a method of ruist.ance, it must be 
kept iD mind that Leaderless Resist.ancx is a child 
of ne¢e~it)· . The &.lternati"es to it ba~ been 
sbo'IWI!IO be unworUhlc or impractical . Leader
Jess Resist..aiJce bas worked be fort in the Ameri 
can Re"olution. and if the trul y committed put it 
to U5e for theinbelves, it v.·ill work now (p.22 ). 

Ominous words indeed in the wake of the~ 
City bombing. 

In tbe same publicatioo Beam also lets out tbe 

proper objective of political involvc:meot for Cbe 

racist rigbL '"Political involvement"" be writes, 

either openly or sub rosa-is., nceDeot mean 
for aposi:ng our views to tbe p1blic md recruit~ 
mc:nt of De'W membcn to our rmb. TbGe acti'lri
ties lbould be viewed for what 1bey ~ 
~to the KlaD's primc'y objective wh,jcb 
• to utterly destroy tbe eoemie5 of our 'RACi&l 
Natioc (p3 ). 

Paul BaD and the Jubilee 
Pall Hall, tbe managing editor of tbe Jubiue, 

recently purcba.sed property oear Sandpoint. Idaho 
along witb Louis Beam. In late 1992 and 1993 be 
participated in twice-moothly telepbooe conferences -
sponsored by UCJ as a venue for coordinating the 
racist response to tbe Wcavc:r incidenL Tbe Jubuu 

was vigorously promoted by Urrited Citizens for 

Justice. and in fact the Jubikt special issue dealing 

with the Weaver siege was given away free to 

anyone who ordered other UCJ m.atc:rial. 

In ad,djtioo to publishing the opinions of well 

known racists and anti· Semites, some of them listed 

here, Pall Hall and tbe Jubilee also "igorousl;· 

promote such books as Richard Kelly Ho!Jdns · 

Vigilanu.s of Christendom., which lays the ground· 

work for the WPhineas Priestbood"-a murderou !'o 
order that seeks to assassinate the weoemies of God" 

(e .g.,Jews, people of color, interracial couples, gay!, 

and lesbians) and Pete Peter's notorious hate tract 

~e D~ath P~nalryfor Homosexuals. 
The Jubilee is a strong supporter of the militia :

movement and has now become ooe of the most 
widely read publication5 within the movemenL 

Dave Barley 
Identity Pastor Dave Barley of the SandpOint. 

Idaho-based America' s Promise Ministries gave the 

opening prayer at 8 January 1993 UCJ meeting. 

Although wben Barley arrived in Sandpoint in mid· 

1991 be anempted to distance bimself from the -

stance of his mentor Sbeldon Emry wbo openly 

supported the paramilit.ary Cbristian Patriot De· 
fense League, Barley became a sbzrp critic of go' · 

emment actions during the Weaver siege and after· 

wards supported UCJ and tben tbe formation of _ 

armed militias . 
In an attempt to disarm critics and rea~ure the 
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Tbe Patriot llo..-emDe t 
.ad t.be PDMe Com!tat• 

Gordoll Kabl 

In tbe Patriot world-view, one ~sult of the 

coospiracy was the farm crisis of tbe 1980s. At tbat 

time a Patriot organizing idea Jcnov;n as tbe "'posse 
can itatus .. began to achieve some popularity. Latin 
for "'power of Jbe county, .. posse canitatus was a 

paramilitary organizing scheme wbe~by tbe adult 
citizens or a county were supposedly empowered to 

.. defencf' tbe Coostitutioo, as they interpreted it, 

with violent means if oecessary. Tbe posse orga
n.iz.ations asserted tbat 1bey were oot subject to 

federal or stale autbcrity; that the county sbe.riffwas 
tbe big best legitimate 8llthcrity; and tbat they would 

prevent by force 1be seizure of property to pay 
"'illegar taxes a other kinds of federal intrusions. 

Probably the most famous or tbe posse comitatus 

activists was vicious racist and anti-Semite Gordon 
K.ahl, a North Dakota farmer wbo shot two United 

S~ Marshals and led federal authorities OD a 
multi-stale manhunt ending in a fatal shoot-out in 
Arbnsas. K.ahl remains a martyr to the Patriot 

movement and its militia offspring to 1bi~ day. 

The Shadow of Ruby Ridge 

Copyright © 1995 
Given the history of paramili

tary organizing ~ted with the 
Patriot movemen·t and the intense 
interest the Weaver siege held for 
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movement adherents, it is hardl y 

surprising that the aftermath pro
duced several new organizations that 

helped to launch the militia move
menl Eva Vail Lamb, a "Bo" Gritz 

for President organizer, announced 
the formation of an .. Idaho Orga
niz.ed Militia," the stated purpose of 
which was to be ready to int.ervene 
in future Weaver-type situations. 
Gritz himself launched his paramili

tary SPIKE training program, de

signed to m.a.ke participants as ready 

as "'Delta Force'' for confrontations 
with the New World Order. And 

from UCJ, sharing leadership, cootacts and mission, 

it is worthwhile to take a closc:r look 11 this defimct 
organiz.atioo to see just where MOM came from . 

United Citizens for Justice 

According to its own official "'History ... United 
Citizens for Justice was formed .. after the ·siege· 

was over .. when 

ap-oup of approx.ima~ly 250 coDCemed ci:tizc:tl' 5 

l sic 1 joiDed togetbe: to discuss cliff era~ t ideas 
COIDCCrlliDg how they could make sure something 
like that would oeve:r happeD agai:o mel also to 
see if eben was any way in which they could bclp 
R.andy Weaver and Ke-..i:D Hmis. 'The ruult of 
1his meeting was the formation ofU.CJ. (Uuited 
Citizens for Justice flyer, UDda1ed (c. Jan . 1993]). 

Though founded explicitly as a ""Weaver su;r 
port group," UCJ quickly expanded its missioo to 

include goals tbat would later be pursued by the

Militia of Montana. In particular the stated goals of 
UOwcre, 

1. To return our govc::rmilCllt to a position of 
service to the people and defender of illdi ~ 
rights as our fore-fathers had intended. 

2 . To P"'''ide inf(.lfDlatiOD, educ:ation and 'U?
pon 10 eosurt tbat aD citiuns of this COUDtr) 

will DOt have to live in fear of an over -u:alou> 
governme-nt (United Citiuns for Justice flyer. 
undated [circa January 1993]). 

Which goals, on the surface at least, seem tile things _ 

that few could cfuagree with . And yet, it is wor..h 

asking just who was involved with UCJ and -g.·hat 
kind of "rights .. they intended to defeod. 

A Closer Look at UCJ 
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lioo of the CoalitioD for Hl.l!n&D O.Jnit y. P.O . Sox 
4m44. Portl&od. Ore~oD 97240. (S03 } 28 I -5823 
ud the Moo~&noa Humu RiJhu NetW<r~ P.O. 
B<u 1222. Hek~~o~.. Maou 59624. (406}442-5506 

several actors in the Weaver drama, 

notably Noxon, Montana Patriot 
John Trochmann, came together to · 

form a group called United Citizens 
for Justice (UO). 

United Citizens for Justice anempted to v.·ear 
the mantle of a "'human rights .. organization, intent 
on defending people f.rool government tyrann~. But

pretty wads and opposition to a particular govern

ment do not make a buman rights activist. In fact the 

leaders and chief supporters of UCJ wert almos

witbout exception individuals with deep rootS in tht 

white supremacist movement 

John Troehma.DD 
Noxon, Montana Christian Identity belie-.·c::r _ 

John Trochmann was one of &be UCJ' s founden an\ 
eventually served as ~c::bair - His baCkground an\.. 

2 

Because the Militia of Mon
tana evolved more or less directly 

Coalition for Human Digni~ 
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